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(2) waive, by order or regulation, the appli-
cation of any United States law or regulation 
concerning the design, construction, oper-
ation, equipment, personnel qualifications, 
and manning standards for vessels operating 
in waters over which the United States exer-
cises jurisdiction if such vessel is not en route 
to or from a United States port or place, and 
if vessels en route to or from a United States 
port or place are accorded equivalent waivers 
of laws and regulations of the neighboring na-
tion, when operating in waters over which 
that nation exercises jurisdiction.

(d) SHIP REPORTING SYSTEMS.—The Secretary, 
in cooperation with the International Maritime 
Organization, may implement and enforce two 
mandatory ship reporting systems, consistent 
with international law, with respect to vessels 
subject to such reporting systems entering the 
following areas of the Atlantic Ocean: 

(1) Cape Cod Bay, Massachusetts Bay, and 
Great South Channel (in the area generally 
bounded by a line starting from a point on 
Cape Ann, Massachusetts at 42 deg. 39′ N., 70 
deg. 37′ W; then northeast to 42 deg. 45′ N., 70 
deg. 13′ W; then southeast to 42 deg. 10′ N., 68 
deg. 31′ W, then south to 41 deg. 00′ N., 68 deg. 
31′ W; then west to 41 deg. 00′ N., 69 deg. 17′ W; 
then northeast to 42 deg. 05′ N., 70 deg. 02′ W, 
then west to 42 deg. 04′ N., 70 deg. 10′ W; and 
then along the Massachusetts shoreline of 
Cape Cod Bay and Massachusetts Bay back to 
the point on Cape Ann at 42 deg. 39′ N., 70 deg. 
37′ W). 

(2) In the coastal waters of the Southeastern 
United States within about 25 nm along a 90 
nm stretch of the Atlantic seaboard (in an 
area generally extending from the shoreline 
east to longitude 80 deg. 51.6′ W with the 
southern and northern boundary at latitudes 
30 deg. 00′ N., 31 deg. 27′ N., respectively). 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title IV, § 401(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4257.) 

§ 70006. Establishment by Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating of anchorage grounds and regulations 
generally 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security is authorized, empowered, and directed 
to define and establish anchorage grounds for 
vessels in all harbors, rivers, bays, and other 
navigable waters of the United States whenever 
it is manifest to the said Secretary that the 
maritime or commercial interests of the United 
States require such anchorage grounds for safe 
navigation and the establishment of such an-
chorage grounds shall have been recommended 
by the Chief of Engineers, and to adopt suitable 
rules and regulations in relation thereto; and 
such rules and regulations shall be enforced by 
the Coast Guard under the direction of the Sec-
retary of Transportation: Provided, That at ports 
or places where there is no Coast Guard vessel 
available such rules and regulations may be en-
forced by the Chief of Engineers under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of Homeland Security. In 
the event of the violation of any such rules and 
regulations by the owner, master, or person in 
charge of any vessel, such owner, master, or per-

son in charge of such vessel shall be liable to a 
penalty of up to $10,000. Each day during which 
a violation continues shall constitute a separate 
violation. The said vessel may be holden for the 
payment of such penalty, and may be seized and 
proceeded against summarily by libel for the re-
covery of the same in any United States district 
court for the district within which such vessel 
may be and in the name of the officer designated 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

(b) DEFINITION.—As used in this section ‘‘navi-
gable waters of the United States’’ includes all 
waters of the territorial sea of the United States 
as described in Presidential Proclamation No. 
5928 of December 27, 1988. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXV 
[LXXXV], § 8501(a)(6), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4745.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Presidential Proclamation No. 5928, referred to in 

subsec. (b), is set out under section 1331 of Title 43, 

Public Lands. 

CODIFICATION 

Section, as added and amended by Pub. L. 116–283, is 

based on section 7 of act Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 142, 38 Stat. 

1053; act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, §§ 1, 20, 63 Stat. 496, 561; 

Pub. L. 89–670, § 6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938; Pub. 

L. 97–449, § 2(d)(1), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2440; Pub. L. 

109–241, title IX, § 902(j), July 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 568; Pub. 

L. 111–281, title III, § 301, Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2923, 

which was formerly classified to section 471 of Title 33, 

Navigation and Navigable Waters, before being trans-

ferred to this title and renumbered as this section. 

Section was originally from the Rivers and Harbors 

Appropriation Act of 1915. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Section probably supersedes acts May 16, 1888, ch. 257, 

§§ 1, 2, 25 Stat. 151, relative to anchorage grounds in 

port of New York, Mar. 3, 1899, ch. 424, § 1, 30 Stat. 1074, 

extending anchorage regulations for port of New York, 

Feb. 6, 1893, ch. 64, §§ 1, 2, 27 Stat. 431, relative to an-

chorage grounds in port of Chicago, and June 6, 1900, 

ch. 819, §§ 1, 2, 31 Stat. 682, relative to anchorage 

grounds in Kennebec River. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283, § 8501(a)(6), transferred section 7 

of act Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 142, to this title and renumbered 

it as this section, substituted ‘‘Establishment by Sec-

retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is 

operating of anchorage grounds and regulations gen-

erally’’ for ‘‘Establishment by Secretary of Homeland 

Security of anchorage grounds and regulations gen-

erally’’ in section catchline, and realigned margins. See 

Codification note above.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Coast Guard’’ and ‘‘Coast Guard vessel’’ substituted 

in text for ‘‘Revenue Cutter Service’’ and ‘‘revenue cut-

ter’’, respectively, the Revenue Cutter Service and 

Life-Saving Service having been combined to form the 

Coast Guard by act Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, § 1, 38 Stat. 800. 

That act was repealed by act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, § 20, 

63 Stat. 561, section 1 of which reestablished the Coast 

Guard by enacting Title 14, Coast Guard. 

‘‘Secretary of Transportation’’ substituted for ‘‘Sec-

retary of the Treasury’’ in provision covering enforce-

ment of rules and regulations by Coast Guard pursuant 

to section 6(b)(1) of Pub. L. 89–670, which transferred to 
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Secretary of Transportation functions, powers, and du-

ties of Secretary of the Treasury and of other offices 

and officers of Department of the Treasury relating to 

Coast Guard. Section 6(b)(2) of Pub. L. 89–670, however, 

provided that notwithstanding such transfer of func-

tions, the Coast Guard shall operate as part of the Navy 

in time of war or when President directs as provided in 

former section 3 (now 103) of Title 14, Coast Guard. See 

section 108 of Title 49, Transportation. For subsequent 

transfers relating to the Secretary of Transportation 

and the Coast Guard, see below. 

Section 6(g)(1)(A) of Pub. L. 89–670, transferred func-

tions, powers, and duties of Secretary of the Army [for-

merly War] and other officers and offices of Depart-

ment of the Army [formerly War] relating generally to 

water vessel anchorages under this section to Secretary 

of Transportation. Pub. L. 97–449 amended this section 

to reflect the transfer made by section 6(g)(1)(A) of 

Pub. L. 89–670, and repealed section 6(g)(1)(A). 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 70007. Anchorage grounds 

(a) ANCHORAGE GROUNDS.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the 

department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating shall define and establish anchorage 
grounds in the navigable waters of the United 
States for vessels operating in such waters. 

(2) RELEVANT FACTORS FOR ESTABLISHMENT.—
In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall take into account all relevant factors 
concerning navigational safety, protection of 
the marine environment, proximity to under-
sea pipelines and cables, safe and efficient use 
of Marine Transportation System, and na-
tional security.

(b) VESSEL REQUIREMENTS.—Vessels, of certain 
sizes or type determined by the Secretary, 
shall—

(1) set and maintain an anchor alarm for the 
duration of an anchorage; 

(2) comply with any directions or orders 
issued by the Captain of the Port; and 

(3) comply with any applicable anchorage 
regulations.

(c) PROHIBITIONS.—A vessel may not—
(1) anchor in any Federal navigation channel 

unless authorized or directed to by the Cap-
tain of the Port; 

(2) anchor in near proximity, within dis-
tances determined by the Coast Guard, to an 
undersea pipeline or cable, unless authorized 
or directed to by the Captain of the Port; and 

(3) anchor or remain anchored in an anchor-
age ground during any period in which the 
Captain of the Port orders closure of the an-
chorage ground due to inclement weather, 
navigational hazard, a threat to the environ-
ment, or other safety or security concern.

(d) SAFETY EXCEPTION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to prevent a vessel from 
taking actions necessary to maintain the safety 
of the vessel or to prevent the loss of life or 
property. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–263, div. K, title CXIII, 
§ 11318(a), Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 4090.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SAVINGS CLAUSE 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. K, title CXIII, § 11318(c), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 4091, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this sec-

tion [amending this section and enacting provisions set 

out as a note under this section] shall limit any au-

thority available, as of the date of enactment of this 

Act [Dec. 23, 2022], to the captain of a port with respect 

to safety measures or any other authority as necessary 

for the safety of vessels located in anchorage grounds 

in the navigable waters of the United States.’’

APPLICABILITY OF REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. K, title CXIII, § 11318(e), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 4091, provided that: ‘‘The amendments 

made by subsection (a) [amending this section] may 

not be construed to alter any existing rules, regula-

tions, or final agency actions issued under section 70006 

of title 46, United States Code, as in effect on the day 

before the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2022], 

until all regulations required under subsection (b) [136 

Stat. 4091] take effect.’’

SUBCHAPTER II—PORTS AND WATERWAYS 
SAFETY 

§ 70011. Waterfront safety 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may take such 
action as is necessary to—

(1) prevent damage to, or the destruction of, 
any bridge or other structure on or in the nav-
igable waters of the United States, or any land 
structure or shore area immediately adjacent 
to such waters; and 

(2) protect the navigable waters and the re-
sources therein from harm resulting from ves-
sel or structure damage, destruction, or loss.

(b) ACTIONS AUTHORIZED.—Actions authorized 
by subsection (a) include—

(1) establishing procedures, measures, and 
standards for the handling, loading, unloading, 
storage, stowage, and movement on a struc-
ture (including the emergency removal, con-
trol, and disposition) of explosives or other 
dangerous articles and substances, including 
oil or hazardous material as those terms are 
defined in section 2101; 

(2) prescribing minimum safety equipment 
requirements for a structure to assure ade-
quate protection from fire, explosion, natural 
disaster, and other serious accidents or casual-
ties; 

(3) establishing water or waterfront safety 
zones, or other measures, for limited, con-
trolled, or conditional access and activity 
when necessary for the protection of any ves-
sel, structure, waters, or shore area; and 

(4) establishing procedures for examination 
to assure compliance with the requirements 
prescribed under this section.

(c) STATE LAW.—Nothing in this section, with 
respect to structures, prohibits a State or polit-
ical subdivision thereof from prescribing higher 
safety equipment requirements or safety stand-
ards than those that may be prescribed by regu-
lations under this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title IV, § 401(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4258.) 
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