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§ 60304. Presidential suspension of tonnage taxes 
and light money 

If the President is satisfied that the govern-
ment of a foreign country does not impose dis-
criminating or countervailing duties to the dis-
advantage of the United States, the President 
shall suspend the imposition of special tonnage 
taxes and light money under sections 60302 and 
60303 of this title on vessels of that country. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1678.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60304 .......... 46 App.:121 (5th sen-
tence words after 
semicolon). 

R.S. § 4219 (4th sentence 
words after semicolon); 
Feb. 27, 1877, ch. 69, § 1, 19 
Stat. 250. 

The words ‘‘If the President is satisfied . . . the 

President shall suspend the imposition’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘none of the duties . . . shall be levied . . . if the 

President of the United States shall be satisfied’’, the 

words ‘‘does not impose’’ are substituted for ‘‘have been 

abolished’’, and the words ‘‘special tonnage taxes and 

light money’’ are substituted for ‘‘duties on tonnage 

above mentioned’’, for clarity. 

§ 60305. Vessels in distress 

A vessel is exempt from tonnage taxes and 
light money when it enters because it is in dis-
tress. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1678.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60305 .......... 46 App.:121 (3d sen-
tence related to 
distress). 

Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, § 36 (2d 
sentence related to dis-
tress), 36 Stat. 111; Pub. L. 
101–508, title X, § 10402(a), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1388–398; Pub. L. 103–66, 
title IX, § 9001(a)(3), (c)(1), 
Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 402. 

The words ‘‘and light money’’ are added for clarity 

and consistency. See 19 C.F.R. § 4.21 (2003). 

§ 60306. Vessels not engaged in trade 

A vessel is exempt from tonnage taxes and 
light money when not engaged in trade. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1678.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60306 .......... 46 App.:121 (3d sen-
tence related to 
trade). 

Aug. 5, 1909, ch. 6, § 36 (2d 
sentence related to trade), 
36 Stat. 111; Pub. L. 
101–508, title X, § 10402(a), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1388–398; Pub. L. 103–66, 
title IX, § 9001(a)(3), (c)(1), 
Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 402. 

The words ‘‘and light money’’ are added for clarity 

and consistency. See 19 C.F.R. § 4.21 (2003). 

§ 60307. Vessels engaged in coastwise trade or 
the fisheries 

A vessel with a registry endorsement or a 
coastwise endorsement, trading from one port in 
the United States to another port in the United 
States or employed in the bank, whale, or other 

fisheries, is exempt from tonnage taxes and 
light money. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1678.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60307 .......... 46 App.:122. R.S. § 4220. 

The words ‘‘with a registry endorsement or a coast-

wise endorsement’’ are substituted for ‘‘if such vessel 

be licensed, registered, or enrolled’’ for consistency 

with chapter 121 of the revised title. The words ‘‘be-

longing to any citizen of the United States’’ are omit-

ted as unnecessary because, under chapter 121 as 

amended by this bill, ownership by a citizen of the 

United States is a requirement for documentation. The 

words ‘‘and light money’’ are added for clarity and con-

sistency. See 19 C.F.R. § 4.21 (2003). 

§ 60308. Vessels engaged in Great Lakes trade 

A documented vessel with a registry endorse-
ment, engaged in foreign trade on the Great 
Lakes or their tributary or connecting waters in 
trade with Canada, does not become subject to 
tonnage taxes or light money because of that 
trade. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1679.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60308 .......... 46 App.:123. R.S. § 2793; Sept. 25, 1941, ch. 
423, 55 Stat. 733; Pub. L. 
103–182, title VI, § 686(a)(1), 
Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2220; 
Pub. L. 104–324, title XI, 
§ 1115(b)(4), Oct. 19, 1996, 
110 Stat. 3972. 

The words ‘‘or light money’’ are added for clarity and 

consistency. See 19 C.F.R. § 4.21 (2003). 
The statutory source for this section, R.S. § 2793, is 

amended by section 13(a) of this bill. See the expla-

nation in this report for that amendment. 

§ 60309. Passenger vessels making trips between 
ports of the United States and foreign ports 

A passenger vessel making at least 3 trips per 
week between a port of the United States and a 
foreign port is exempt from tonnage taxes and 
light money. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1679.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60309 .......... 46 App.:124. R.S. § 2792; May 28, 1908, ch. 
212, § 1, 35 Stat. 424. 

The words ‘‘at least 3 trips per week’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘triweekly or oftener’’ for clarity. The words ‘‘and 

light money’’ are added for clarity and consistency. See 

19 C.F.R. § 4.21 (2003). The words ‘‘while such service tri-

weekly or oftener is maintained’’ are omitted as unnec-

essary. 

§ 60310. Vessels making daily trips on interior 
waters 

A vessel making regular daily trips between a 
port of the United States and a port of Canada 
only on interior waters not navigable to the 
ocean is exempt from tonnage taxes and light 
money, except on its first clearing each year. 
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(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1679.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60310 .......... 46 App.:125. R.S. § 4221. 

The words ‘‘is exempt from tonnage taxes’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘no tonnage fees shall be charged’’ for con-

sistency in the revised chapter. The words ‘‘and light 

money’’ are added for clarity and consistency. See 19 

C.F.R. § 4.21 (2003). The words ‘‘by the officers of the 

United States’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 60311. Hospital vessels in time of war 

In time of war, a hospital vessel is exempt 
from tonnage taxes, light money, and pilotage 
charges in the ports of the United States if the 
vessel is one for which the conditions of the 
international convention for the exemption of 
hospital ships from taxation in time of war, con-
cluded at The Hague on December 21, 1904, are 
satisfied. The President by proclamation shall 
name the vessels for which the conditions are 
satisfied and state when the exemption begins 
and ends. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1679.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60311 .......... 46 App.:133. Mar. 24, 1908, ch. 96, 35 Stat. 
46. 

46 App.:134. 

The words ‘‘and possessions thereof’’ are omitted as 

unnecessary because of the definition of ‘‘United 

States’’ in chapter 1 of the revised title. 

§ 60312. Rights under treaties preserved 

This chapter and chapter 605 of this title do 
not affect a right or privilege of a foreign coun-
try relating to tonnage taxes or other duties on 
vessels under a law or treaty of the United 
States. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1679.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60312 .......... 46 App.:121 (last 
sentence words 
before semicolon). 

R.S. § 4219 (last sentence 
words between 1st and 
last semicolons); Feb. 27, 
1877, ch. 69, § 1, 19 Stat. 
250. 

46 App.:135. R.S. § 4227. 

The words ‘‘This chapter and chapter 605 of this title’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘title 48 of the Revised Statutes’’ in 

46 App. U.S.C. 135 because the provisions of title 48 of 

the Revised Statutes which are still alive and relate to 

tonnage or other duties on vessels are restated in these 

two chapters. Although these two chapters restate 

other provisions which are not from title 48 of the Re-

vised Statutes, expansion of the reference to include 

those provisions is done for consistency.

CHAPTER 605—DISCRIMINATING DUTIES 
AND RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES 

Sec. 

60501. Vessels allowed to import. 
60502. Discriminating duty on goods imported in 

foreign vessels or from contiguous coun-

tries. 

Sec. 

60503. Reciprocal suspension of discriminating du-

ties. 
60504. Reciprocal privileges for recreational vessels. 
60505. Retaliatory suspension of commercial privi-

leges. 
60506. Retaliation against British dominions of 

North America. 
60507. Suspension of free passage through Saint 

Marys Falls Canal. 

§ 60501. Vessels allowed to import 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided 
by treaty, goods may be imported into the 
United States from a foreign port or place only 
in—

(1) a vessel of the United States; or 
(2) a foreign vessel owned only by citizens or 

subjects of the country—
(A) in which the goods are grown, pro-

duced, or manufactured; or 
(B) from which the goods can only be, or 

most usually are, first shipped for transpor-
tation.

(b) EXCEPTION FOR VESSELS OF COUNTRIES NOT 
MAINTAINING SIMILAR RESTRICTIONS.—Subsection 
(a) does not apply to a vessel of a foreign coun-
try that does not maintain a similar restriction 
against United States documented vessels. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR VESSELS BECOMING DOCU-
MENTED.—Subsection (a) does not apply to a ves-
sel that—

(1) is owned only by citizens of the United 
States; and 

(2) after entering a port of the United States, 
becomes documented as a vessel of the United 
States before leaving that port.

(d) SEIZURE AND FORFEITURE.—If goods are im-
ported in violation of this section, the goods and 
the vessel in which they are imported, along 
with its equipment and other cargo, may be 
seized by and forfeited to the United States Gov-
ernment. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 9(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1679.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60501(a) ...... 19:130 (1st sentence). Oct. 3, 1913, ch. 16, § IV(J)(2), 
(3), 38 Stat. 196; Mar. 15, 
1915, ch. 171, § 1, 38 Stat. 
1193; Pub. L. 103–182, title 
VI, § 689(a)(2), Dec. 8, 1993, 
107 Stat. 2222. 

60501(b) ...... 19:131 (words before 
‘‘nor’’). 

60501(c) ...... 19:131 (words begin-
ning with ‘‘nor’’). 

60501(d) ...... 19:130 (last sentence 
related to 19:130). 

In this section, the word ‘‘goods’’ is substituted for 

‘‘goods, wares, or merchandise’’ to eliminate unneces-

sary words. 
In subsection (a)(2), before subparagraph (A), the 

words ‘‘owned only by’’ are substituted for ‘‘truly and 

wholly belong to’’ for consistency in the revised title. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘or goods, wares, or mer-

chandise imported in vessels’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary because of the wording of subsection (a) of the re-

vised section. The word ‘‘restriction’’ is substituted for 

‘‘regulation’’ as being more appropriate. 
Subsection (d) is substituted for ‘‘All goods, wares, or 

merchandise imported contrary to this section or sec-

tion 128 of this title, and the vessel wherein the same 

shall be imported, together with her cargo, tackle, ap-
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