§51902

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51901(a) ...... 46 App.:2001. Pub. L. 100-324, §§2, 3, 5(d),
May 30, 1988, 102 Stat. 576,
517.
46 App.:2004(d).
51901(b) ...... 46 App.:2002.

§51902. Gallant Ship Award

(a) AWARDS TO VESSELS.—The Secretary of
Transportation may award a Gallant Ship
Award and a citation to a vessel (including a
foreign vessel) participating in outstanding or
gallant action in a marine disaster or other
emergency to save life or property at sea. The
Secretary may award a plaque to the vessel, and
a replica of the plaque may be preserved as a
permanent historical record.

(b) AWARDS TO CREWS.—The Secretary of
Transportation may award an appropriate cita-
tion ribbon bar to the master and each indi-
vidual serving, at the time of the action, on a
vessel issued an award under subsection (a).

(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall consult with the Secretary of State
before awarding an award or citation to a for-
eign vessel or its crew under this section.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:2003. Pub. L. 100-324, §4, May 30,

1988, 102 Stat. 576.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘a vessel (including a for-
eign vessel)” are substituted for ‘‘a United States ves-
sel or to a foreign-flag vessel” to eliminate unneces-
sary words.

§51903. Multiple awards

An individual may not be awarded more than
one of any type of decoration or medal under
this chapter. For each succeeding act or service
justifying the same decoration or medal, a suit-
able device may be awarded to be worn with the
decoration or medal.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:2004(a). Pub. L. 100-324, §5(a), May

30, 1988, 102 Stat. 576.

§51904. Presentation to representatives

If an individual to be issued an award under
this chapter is unable to accept the award per-
sonally, the Secretary of Transportation may
present the award to an appropriate representa-
tive.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:2004(b). Pub. L. 100-324, §5(b), May

30, 1988, 102 Stat. 577.
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§51905. Flags and grave markers

Except as authorized under another law, the
Secretary of Transportation may issue, at no
cost, a flag of the United States and a grave
marker to the family or personal representative
of a deceased individual who served in the mer-
chant marine of the United States in support of
the armed forces of the United States or its al-
lies during a war or national emergency.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51905 .......... 46 App.:2005. Pub. L. 100-324, §6, May 30,
1988, 102 Stat. 577.

§51906. Special certificates for civilian service to
armed forces

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Maritime Ad-
ministrator may issue a special certificate to an
individual, or the personal representative of an
individual, in recognition of service of that indi-
vidual in the merchant marine of the United
States, if the service has been determined to be
active duty under section 401 of the GI Bill Im-
provement Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-202; 38
U.S.C. 106 note).

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Issuance of
a certificate under subsection (a) does not enti-
tle an individual to any rights, privileges, or
benefits under a law of the United States.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51906 .......... 46 App.:2006. Pub. L. 100-324, §7, May 30,
1988, 102 Stat. 577.

§51907. Provision of decorations, medals, and re-
placements

The Secretary of Transportation may pro-
vide—

(1) the decorations and medals authorized by
this chapter and replacements for those deco-
rations and medals; and

(2) replacements for decorations and medals
issued under a prior law.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585;
Pub. L. 109-163, div. C, title XXXV, §3510, Jan. 6,
2006, 119 Stat. 3557; Pub. L. 110-181, div. C, title
XXXV, §3523(a)(5)(A), (b), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat.
599, 600.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
51907 .......... 46 App.:2004(c). Pub. L. 100-324, §5(c), May
30, 1988, 102 Stat. 577.

The Secretary’s authority to provide decorations and
medals at cost, or to authorize the sale of decorations
and medals at reasonable prices, is restated to apply
only to replacement awards because Congress probably
did not intend that recipients being honored would pay
for their decorations and medals.
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Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-181, §3523(b), repealed Pub. L.
109-163, §3510. See 2006 Amendment note below.

Pub. L. 110-181, §3523(a)(b)(A), incorporated the sub-
stance of the amendment by Pub. L. 109-163, §3510, into
this section by amending section catchline and text
generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows:
“The Secretary of Transportation may—
‘(1) authorize private persons to manufacture deco-
rations and medals authorized under this chapter or
a prior law; and
‘(2) provide at cost, or authorize private persons to
sell at reasonable prices, replacements for those deco-
rations and medals.”
See 2006 Amendment note below and section 18(a) of
Pub. L. 109-304, set out as a Legislative Purpose and
Construction note preceding section 101 of this title.

2006—Pub. L. 109-163, §3510, which directed the
amendment of section 2004(c) of the former Appendix to
this title from which this section was derived, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 110-181, §3523(b). See 2008 Amendment
notes and Historical and Revision notes above.

§51908. Prohibition against unauthorized manu-
facture, sale, possession, or display of awards

(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as authorized by this
chapter or the Secretary of Transportation, a
person may not manufacture, sell, possess, or
display a decoration or medal provided for in
this chapter.

(b) CIVIL PENALTY.—A person violating this
section is liable to the United States Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of not more than $2,000.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585;
Pub. L. 109-364, div. C, title XXXV, §3510(b), Oct.
17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2520; Pub. L. 110-181, div. C,
title XXXV, §3526(e), (g), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat.
602.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:2007. Pub. L. 100-324, §8, May 30,

1988, 102 Stat. 577.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘not more than’ are
added for clarity and for consistency in the revised
title.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-181, §3526(g), repealed Pub. L.
109-364, §3510(b). See 2006 Amendment note below.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110-181, §3526(e), incorporated the
substance of the amendment by Pub. L. 109-364,
§3510(b), into this section by substituting ‘‘by this
chapter or the Secretary of Transportation’ for ‘‘under
this chapter’. See 2006 Amendment note below and sec-
tion 18(a) of Pub. L. 109-304, set out as a Legislative
Purpose and Construction note preceding section 101 of
this title.

2006—Pub. L. 109-364, §3510(b), which directed the
amendment of section 2007 of the former Appendix to
this title from which this section was derived, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 110-181, §3526(g). See 2008 Amendment
note for subsec. (a) and Historical and Revision notes
above.
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Sec.
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§52101. Reemployment rights for certain mer-
chant seamen

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual who is cer-
tified by the Secretary of Transportation under
subsection (c) shall be entitled to reemployment
rights and other benefits substantially equiva-
lent to the rights and benefits provided for by
chapter 43 of title 38 for any member of a reserve
component of the armed forces of the United
States who is ordered to active duty.

(b) TIME FOR APPLICATION.—An individual may
submit an application for certification under
subsection (c¢) to the Secretary not later than 45
days after the date the individual completes a
period of employment described in subsection
(¢)(1)(A) with respect to which the application is
submitted.

(c) CERTIFICATION DETERMINATION.—Not later
than 20 days after the date the Secretary re-
ceives from an individual an application for cer-
tification under this subsection, the Secretary
shall—

(1) determine whether the individual—
(A) was employed in the activation or op-
eration of a vessel—

(i) in the National Defense Reserve Fleet
maintained under section 57100 in a period
in which the vessel was in use or being ac-
tivated for use under subsection (b) of that
section;

(ii) requisitioned or purchased under
chapter 563 of this title; or

(iii) owned, chartered, or controlled by
the United States Government and used by
the Government for a war, armed conflict,
national emergency, or maritime mobiliza-
tion need (including for training purposes
or testing for readiness and suitability for
mission performance); and

(B) during the period of that employment,
possessed a valid license, certificate of reg-
istry, or merchant mariner’s document
issued under chapter 71 or 73 of this title;
and

(2) if the Secretary makes affirmative deter-
minations under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of
paragraph (1), certify that individual under
this subsection.

(d) EQUIVALENCE TO MILITARY SELECTIVE SERV-
ICE ACT CERTIFICATE.—For purposes of reemploy-
ment rights and benefits provided by this sec-
tion, a certification under subsection (c) shall be
considered to be the equivalent of a certificate
described in section 9(a) of the Military Selec-
tive Service Act (50 U.S.C. 3808(a)).

(Pub. L. 109-304, §8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585;
Pub. L. 11591, div. C, title XXXV, §3502(b)(4),
Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1910; Pub. L. 115-232, div.
C, title XXXV, §3546(m), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat.
23217.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:1132. June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title
III, §302, as added Pub. L.
104-239, §10(a), Oct. 8, 1996,

110 Stat. 3133.

In subsection (c)(1)(B), the words ‘‘(as applicable)”
are omitted as unnecessary.
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