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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a period. 
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, 

§ 3523(a)(5)(B), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 599, substituted 

‘‘Provision of decorations, medals, and replacements’’ 

for ‘‘Manufacture and sale of awards and replace-

ments.’’ in item 51907. 

§ 51901. Awards for individual acts or service 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of 
Transportation may award decorations and med-
als of appropriate design (including ribbons, rib-
bon bars, emblems, rosettes, miniature fac-
similes, plaques, citations, or other suitable de-
vices or insignia) for individual acts or service 
in the merchant marine of the United States. 
The design may be similar to the design of a 
decoration or medal authorized for members of 
the armed forces for similar acts or service. 

(b) SPECIFIC AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may 
award—

(1) a Merchant Marine Distinguished Service 
Medal to an individual for outstanding acts, 
conduct, or valor beyond the line of duty; 

(2) a Merchant Marine Meritorious Service 
Medal to an individual for meritorious acts, 
conduct, or valor in the line of duty, but not 
of the outstanding character that would war-
rant the award of the Merchant Marine Distin-
guished Service Medal; 

(3) a decoration or medal to an individual for 
service during a war, national emergency pro-
claimed by the President or Congress, or oper-
ations by the armed forces outside the conti-
nental United States under conditions of dan-
ger to life and property; and 

(4) a decoration or medal to an individual for 
other acts or service of conspicuous gallantry, 
intrepidity, and extraordinary heroism under 
conditions of danger to life and property that 
would warrant a similar decoration or medal 
for a member of the armed forces. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51901(a) ...... 46 App.:2001. Pub. L. 100–324, §§ 2, 3, 5(d), 
May 30, 1988, 102 Stat. 576, 
577. 

46 App.:2004(d). 
51901(b) ...... 46 App.:2002. 

§ 51902. Gallant Ship Award 

(a) AWARDS TO VESSELS.—The Secretary of 
Transportation may award a Gallant Ship 
Award and a citation to a vessel (including a 
foreign vessel) participating in outstanding or 

gallant action in a marine disaster or other 
emergency to save life or property at sea. The 
Secretary may award a plaque to the vessel, and 
a replica of the plaque may be preserved as a 
permanent historical record. 

(b) AWARDS TO CREWS.—The Secretary of 
Transportation may award an appropriate cita-
tion ribbon bar to the master and each indi-
vidual serving, at the time of the action, on a 
vessel issued an award under subsection (a). 

(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall consult with the Secretary of State 
before awarding an award or citation to a for-
eign vessel or its crew under this section. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1584.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51902 .......... 46 App.:2003. Pub. L. 100–324, § 4, May 30, 
1988, 102 Stat. 576. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘a vessel (including a for-

eign vessel)’’ are substituted for ‘‘a United States ves-

sel or to a foreign-flag vessel’’ to eliminate unneces-

sary words. 

§ 51903. Multiple awards 

An individual may not be awarded more than 
one of any type of decoration or medal under 
this chapter. For each succeeding act or service 
justifying the same decoration or medal, a suit-
able device may be awarded to be worn with the 
decoration or medal. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51903 .......... 46 App.:2004(a). Pub. L. 100–324, § 5(a), May 
30, 1988, 102 Stat. 576. 

§ 51904. Presentation to representatives 

If an individual to be issued an award under 
this chapter is unable to accept the award per-
sonally, the Secretary of Transportation may 
present the award to an appropriate representa-
tive. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51904 .......... 46 App.:2004(b). Pub. L. 100–324, § 5(b), May 
30, 1988, 102 Stat. 577. 

§ 51905. Flags and grave markers 

Except as authorized under another law, the 
Secretary of Transportation may issue, at no 
cost, a flag of the United States and a grave 
marker to the family or personal representative 
of a deceased individual who served in the mer-
chant marine of the United States in support of 
the armed forces of the United States or its al-
lies during a war or national emergency. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1585.)
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