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of the cadet’s Sea Year, was redesignated as subsec. (g) 

of section 51322 by Pub. L. 117–263, § 3513(a)(2). Subsec. 

(d) of section 51322, as added by Pub. L. 117–263, 

§ 3513(a)(1), provides that the Maritime Administrator is 

to ensure that a cadet participating in Sea Year has 

certain information, training, and resources. 
The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 117–263, 

which was approved Dec. 23, 2022. 
The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 

subsec. (f), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 

which was set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees, and was substan-

tially repealed and restated in chapter 10 (§ 1001 et seq.) 

of Title 5 by Pub. L. 117–286, §§ 3(a), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 

Stat. 4197, 4361. For disposition of sections of the Act 

into chapter 10 of Title 5, see Disposition Table pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 5. 

§ 51328. Student support 

The Maritime Administrator shall—
(1) require a biannual survey of midshipmen, 

faculty, and staff of the Academy assessing 
the environment of the Academy; and 

(2) require an annual survey of faculty and 
staff of the Academy assessing the Sea Year 
program. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–263, div. C, title XXXV, 
§ 3531(a), Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 3087.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY STUDENT 

SUPPORT PLAN 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. C, title XXXV, § 3531(d), Dec. 23, 

2022, 136 Stat. 3087, provided that: 
‘‘(1) STUDENT SUPPORT PLAN.—Not later than January 

1, 2023, the Maritime Administrator shall issue a Stu-

dent Support Plan for the United States Merchant Ma-

rine Academy, in consultation with relevant mental 

health professionals in the Federal Government or ex-

perienced with the maritime industry or related indus-

tries. Such plan shall—
‘‘(A) address the mental health resources available 

to midshipmen, both on-campus and during Sea Year; 
‘‘(B) establish a tracking system for suicidal idea-

tions and suicide attempts of midshipmen, which ex-

cludes personally identifiable information; 
‘‘(C) create an option for midshipmen to obtain as-

sistance from a professional care provider virtually; 

and 
‘‘(D) require an annual survey of faculty and staff 

assessing the adequacy of mental health resources for 

midshipmen of the Academy, both on campus and 

during Sea Year. 

‘‘(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of enactment of this section [Dec. 23, 

2022], the Maritime Administrator shall provide Con-

gress with a report on the resources necessary to prop-

erly implement this subsection.’’
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51511. Midshipman status in the Navy Reserve.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3523(a)(1), 

Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 598, substituted ‘‘Navy Reserve’’ 

for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’ in item 51511. 

§ 51501. General support program 

(a) ASSISTANCE TO STATE MARITIME ACAD-
EMIES.—The Secretary of Transportation shall 
cooperate with and assist State maritime acad-
emies in providing instruction to individuals to 
prepare them for service in the merchant marine 
of the United States. 

(b) COURSE DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary 
shall provide to each State maritime academy 
guidance and assistance in developing courses 
on the operation and maintenance of new ves-
sels, on equipment, and on innovations being in-
troduced to the merchant marine of the United 
States. 

(c) AMERICAN MARITIME CENTERS OF EXCEL-
LENCE.—The Secretary shall designate each 
State maritime academy as an American Mari-
time Center of Excellence. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577; 
Pub. L. 116–92, div. C, title XXXV, § 3505, Dec. 20, 
2019, 133 Stat. 1970.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51501(a) ...... 46 App.:1295c(a). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(a), (d)(2), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2003, 
2004. 

51501(b) ...... 46 App.:1295c(d)(2). 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–92 added subsec. (c). 

§ 51502. Detailing of personnel 

At the request of the Governor of a State, the 
President may detail, without reimbursement, 
personnel of the Navy, the Coast Guard, and the 
Maritime Service to a State maritime academy 
to serve as a superintendent, professor, lecturer, 
or instructor at the academy. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51502 .......... 46 App.:1295c(e). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(e), as added 
Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, Oct. 15, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2004. 

The reference to territories is omitted as unnecessary 

because of the definition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the 

revised title. 

§ 51503. Regional maritime academies 

The Governors of the States cooperating to 
sponsor a regional maritime academy shall des-
ignate in writing one of those States to conduct 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘vessels’’. 

the affairs of that academy. A regional mari-
time academy is eligible for assistance from the 
United States Government on the same basis as 
a State maritime academy sponsored by a single 
State. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51503 .......... 46 App.:1295c(b). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(b), as added 
Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, Oct. 15, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2003. 

The reference to territories is omitted as unnecessary 

because of the definition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the 

revised title. 

§ 51504. Use of training vessels 

(a) APPLICATIONS TO USE VESSELS.—The Gov-
ernor of a State sponsoring a State maritime 
academy (or the Governor of the State des-
ignated to conduct the affairs of a regional mar-
itime academy) may apply in writing to the Sec-
retary of Transportation to obtain the use of a 
training vessel for the academy. A vessel pro-
vided under this section remains the property of 
the United States Government. 

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may provide to a 
State maritime academy, for use as a training 
vessel, a suitable vessel under the control of the 
Secretary or made available to the Secretary 
under subsection (e). If a suitable vessel is not 
available, the Secretary may build and provide a 
suitable vessel. 

(c) APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary 
may provide a vessel under this section only if—

(1) an application has been made under sub-
section (a); 

(2) the State maritime academy satisfies 
section 51506(a) of this title; and 

(3) a suitable port will be available for the 
safe mooring of the vessel while the academy 
is using the vessel.

(d) PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE.—A vessel 
provided under this section shall be—

(1) repaired, reconditioned, and equipped 
(with all apparel, charts, books, and instru-
ments of navigation) as necessary for use as a 
training vessel; and 

(2) maintained in good repair by the Sec-
retary.

(e) AGENCY VESSELS.—An agency may provide 
to the Secretary, for use by a State maritime 
academy, a vessel (including equipment) that—

(1) is suitable for training purposes; and 
(2) can be provided without detriment to the 

service to which the vessel is assigned.

(f) FUEL COSTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability 

of appropriations, the Secretary shall pay to 
each State maritime academy the costs of fuel 
used by a vessel provided under this section 
while used for training. 

(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—The amount of the 
payment to a State maritime academy under 
paragraph (1) may not exceed—

(A) $100,000 for fiscal year 2006; 

(B) $200,000 for fiscal year 2007; and 
(C) $300,000 for fiscal year 2008 and each fis-

cal year thereafter.

(g) VESSEL SHARING.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 

the date of enactment of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, the 
Secretary, acting through the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, shall upon consultation with the 
maritime academies, and to the extent fea-
sible with the consent of the maritime acad-
emies, implement a program of training vessel 
sharing, requiring maritime academies to 
share training vessel 1 provided by the Sec-
retary among maritime academies, as nec-
essary to ensure that training needs of each 
academy are met. 

(2) PROGRAM OF VESSEL SHARING.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, a program of vessel 
sharing shall include—

(A) ways to maximize the available under-
way training available in the fleet of train-
ing vessels; 

(B) coordinating the dates and duration of 
training cruises with the academic calendars 
of maritime academies; 

(C) coordinating academic programs de-
signed to be implemented aboard training 
vessels among maritime academies; and 

(D) identifying ways to minimize costs.

(3) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—Subject to the 
availability of appropriations, the Maritime 
Administrator may provide additional funding 
to State maritime academies during periods of 
limited training vessel capacity, for costs as-
sociated with training vessel sharing. 

(4) EVALUATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the beginning of each fiscal year, the 
Secretary, acting through the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, shall evaluate the vessel sharing 
program under this subsection to determine 
the optimal utilization of State maritime 
training vessels, and modify the program as 
necessary to improve utilization. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577; 
Pub. L. 109–163, div. C, title XXXV, § 3502(b), Jan. 
6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3548; Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title 
XXXV, § 3523(a)(2), (b), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 599, 
600; Pub. L. 115–232, div. C, title XXXV, § 3505, 
Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2308.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51504(a) ...... 46 App.:1295c(c)(1) 
(A)(ii), (v). 

June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(c)(1), (2), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2003. 

51504(b) ...... 46 App.:1295c(c)(1) 
(A) (1st sentence 
words before 
‘‘meeting the re-
quirements’’). 

51504(c)(1) .. 46 App.:1295c(c)(1) 
(A)(ii). 

51504(c)(2) .. 46 App.:1295c(c)(1) 
(A) (1st sentence 
words beginning 
with ‘‘meeting 
the require-
ments’’). 

51504(c)(3) .. 46 App.:1295c(c)(1) 
(A)(iii). 
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