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§ 3105. Electronic charts 

(a) SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS.—
(1) ELECTRONIC CHARTS IN LIEU OF MARINE 

CHARTS, CHARTS, AND MAPS.—Subject to para-
graph (2), the following vessels, while oper-
ating on the navigable waters of the United 
States, equipped with and operating electronic 
navigational charts that are produced by a 
government hydrographic office or conform to 
a standard acceptable to the Secretary, shall 
be deemed in compliance with any require-
ment under title 33 or title 46, Code of Federal 
Regulations, to have a chart, marine chart, or 
map on board such vessel: 

(A) A self-propelled commercial vessel of 
at least 65 feet in overall length. 

(B) A vessel carrying more than a number 
of passengers for hire determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(C) A towing vessel of more than 26 feet in 
overall length and 600 horsepower. 

(D) Any other vessel for which the Sec-
retary decides that electronic charts are 
necessary for the safe navigation of the ves-
sel.

(2) EXEMPTIONS AND WAIVERS.—The Sec-
retary may—

(A) exempt a vessel from paragraph (1), if 
the Secretary finds that electronic charts 
are not necessary for the safe navigation of 
the vessel on the waters on which the vessel 
operates; 

(B) waive the application of paragraph (1) 
with respect to operation of vessels on navi-
gable waters of the United States specified 
by the Secretary, if the Secretary finds that 
electronic charts are not needed for safe 
navigation on those waters; and 

(C) permit vessels described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1) that 
operate solely landward of the baseline from 
which the territorial sea of the United 
States is measured to utilize software-based, 
platform-independent electronic chart sys-
tems that the Secretary determines are ca-
pable of displaying electronic navigational 
charts with necessary scale and detail to en-
sure safe navigation for the intended voyage.

(b) LIMITATION ON APPLICATION.—Except pursu-
ant to an international treaty, convention, or 
agreement, to which the United States is a 
party, this section shall not apply to any foreign 
vessel that is not destined for, or departing 
from, a port or place subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States and that is in—

(1) innocent passage through the territorial 
sea of the United States; or 

(2) transit through the navigable waters of 
the United States that form a part of an inter-
national strait. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 115–282, title IV, 
§ 402(a)(1), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4263, 4264; Pub. 
L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXIII [LXXXIII], 
§ 8301, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4691.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, as added and amended by Pub. L. 115–282, is 

based on Pub. L. 92–340, § 4A, as added Pub. L. 108–293, 

title IV, § 410, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1045, which was for-

merly classified to section 1223a of Title 33, Navigation 

and Navigable Waters, before being transferred to this 

chapter and renumbered as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8301(a), amended 

par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-

lows: ‘‘Subject to paragraph (2), the following vessels, 

while operating on the navigable waters of the United 

States, shall be equipped with and operate electronic 

charts under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 

the department in which the Coast Guard is operating: 
‘‘(A) A self-propelled commercial vessel of at least 

65 feet overall length. 
‘‘(B) A vessel carrying more than a number of pas-

sengers for hire determined by the Secretary. 
‘‘(C) A towing vessel of more than 26 feet in overall 

length and 600 horsepower. 
‘‘(D) Any other vessel for which the Secretary de-

cides that electronic charts are necessary for the safe 

navigation of the vessel.’’
Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8301(b), added sub-

par. (C). 
2018—Pub. L. 115–282, § 402(a)(1)(A), transferred section 

4A of Pub. L. 92–340 to this chapter and renumbered it 

as this section. See Codification note above. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115–282, § 402(a)(1)(B), added sub-

sec. (b) and struck out former subsec. (b). Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of the 

department in which the Coast Guard is operating shall 

prescribe regulations implementing subsection (a) be-

fore January 1, 2007, including requirements for the op-

eration and maintenance of the electronic charts re-

quired under subsection (a).’’

§ 3106. Master key control system 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The owner of a vessel subject 
to inspection under section 3301 shall—

(1) ensure that such vessel is equipped with 
a vessel master key control system, manual or 
electronic, which provides controlled access to 
all copies of the vessel’s master key of which 
access shall only be available to the individ-
uals described in paragraph (2); 

(2) establish a list of all crew, identified by 
position, allowed to access and use the master 
key and maintain such list upon the vessel, 
within owner records and included in the ves-
sel safety management system; 

(3) record in a log book information on all 
access and use of the vessel’s master key, in-
cluding—

(A) dates and times of access; 
(B) the room or location accessed; and 
(C) the name and rank of the crew member 

that used the master key; and

(4) make the list under paragraph (2) and the 
log book under paragraph (3) available upon 
request to any agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, any member of the Coast 
Guard, and any law enforcement officer per-
forming official duties in the course and scope 
of an investigation.

(b) PROHIBITED USE.—Crew not included on the 
list described in subsection (a)(2) shall not have 
access to or use the master key unless in an 
emergency and shall immediately notify the 
master and owner of the vessel following use of 
such key. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS FOR LOG BOOK.—The log 
book described in subsection (a)(3) and required 
to be included in a safety management system 
under section 3203(a)(6)—
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