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(B) 7 members shall represent recreational 
vessel and associated equipment manufac-
turers. 

(C) 7 members shall represent the general 
public or national recreational boating orga-
nizations and, of the 7, at least 5 shall rep-
resent national recreational boating organi-
zations. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title VI, § 601(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4283.) 

§ 15106. National Offshore Safety Advisory Com-
mittee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
National Offshore Safety Advisory Committee 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) FUNCTION.—The Committee shall advise the 
Secretary on matters relating to activities di-
rectly involved with, or in support of, the explo-
ration of offshore mineral and energy resources, 
to the extent that such matters are within the 
jurisdiction of the Coast Guard. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of 15 members appointed by the Secretary 
in accordance with this section and section 
15109 of this chapter. 

(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Com-
mittee shall have particular expertise, knowl-
edge, and experience in matters relating to the 
function of the Committee. 

(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed as follows: 

(A) 2 members shall represent entities en-
gaged in the production of petroleum. 

(B) 2 members shall represent entities en-
gaged in offshore drilling. 

(C) 2 members shall represent entities en-
gaged in the support, by offshore supply ves-
sels or other vessels, of offshore operations. 

(D) 1 member shall represent entities en-
gaged in the construction of offshore facili-
ties. 

(E) 1 member shall represent entities pro-
viding diving services to the offshore indus-
try. 

(F) 1 member shall represent entities pro-
viding safety and training services to the 
offshore industry. 

(G) 1 member shall represent entities pro-
viding subsea engineering, construction, or 
remotely operated vehicle support to the off-
shore industry. 

(H) 2 members shall represent individuals 
employed in offshore operations and, of the 
2, 1 shall have recent practical experience on 
a vessel or offshore unit involved in the off-
shore industry. 

(I) 1 member shall represent national envi-
ronmental entities and entities providing 
environmental protection, compliance, or re-
sponse services to the offshore industry. 

(J) 1 member shall represent entities en-
gaged in offshore oil exploration and produc-
tion on the Outer Continental Shelf adjacent 
to Alaska. 

(K) 1 member shall represent the general 
public (but not a specific environmental 
group). 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title VI, § 601(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4284; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. 

G, title LVXXXIII [LXXXIII], § 8331(a), Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 4702.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (c)(3)(C). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(1), 

substituted ‘‘operations’’ for ‘‘mineral and oil oper-

ations, including geophysical services’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(D). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(2), struck 

out ‘‘exploration and recovery’’ before ‘‘facilities.’’

Subsec. (c)(3)(E). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(3), sub-

stituted ‘‘providing diving services to the offshore in-

dustry’’ for ‘‘engaged in diving services related to off-

shore construction, inspection, and maintenance’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(F). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(4), sub-

stituted ‘‘providing safety and training services to the 

offshore industry’’ for ‘‘engaged in safety and training 

services related to offshore exploration and construc-

tion’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(G). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(5), sub-

stituted ‘‘providing subsea engineering, construction, 

or remotely operated vehicle support to the offshore in-

dustry’’ for ‘‘engaged in pipelaying services related to 

offshore construction’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(H). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(6), struck 

out ‘‘mineral and energy’’ before ‘‘industry.’’

Subsec. (c)(3)(I). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(7), inserted 

‘‘and entities providing environmental protection, com-

pliance, or response services to the offshore industry’’ 

after ‘‘national environmental entities’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(J). Pub. L. 116–283, § 8331(a)(8), sub-

stituted ‘‘entities engaged in offshore oil exploration 

and production on the Outer Continental Shelf adjacent 

to Alaska’’ for ‘‘deepwater ports’’. 

§ 15107. National Navigation Safety Advisory 
Committee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
National Navigation Safety Advisory Com-
mittee (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Com-
mittee’’). 

(b) FUNCTION.—The Committee shall advise the 
Secretary on matters relating to maritime colli-
sions, rammings, and groundings, Inland Rules 
of the Road, International Rules of the Road, 
navigation regulations and equipment, routing 
measures, marine information, and aids to navi-
gation systems. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of not more than 21 members appointed by 
the Secretary in accordance with this section 
and section 15109 of this chapter. 

(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Com-
mittee shall have particular expertise, knowl-
edge, and experience in matters relating to the 
function of the Committee. 

(3) REPRESENTATION.—Each member of the 
Committee shall represent 1 of the following: 

(A) Commercial vessel owners or opera-
tors. 

(B) Professional mariners. 
(C) Recreational boaters. 
(D) The recreational boating industry. 
(E) State agencies responsible for vessel or 

port safety. 
(F) The Maritime Law Association.

(4) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall, 
based on the needs of the Coast Guard, deter-
mine the number of members of the Com-
mittee who represent each entity specified in 
paragraph (3). Neither this paragraph nor any 
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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 

other provision of law shall be construed to re-
quire an equal distribution of members rep-
resenting each entity specified in paragraph 
(3). 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title VI, § 601(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4285.) 

§ 15108. National Towing Safety Advisory Com-
mittee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
National Towing Safety Advisory Committee (in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) FUNCTION.—The Committee shall advise the 
Secretary on matters relating to shallow-draft 
inland navigation, coastal waterway navigation, 
and towing safety. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of 18 members appointed by the Secretary 
in accordance with this section and section 
15109 of this chapter. 

(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Com-
mittee shall have particular expertise, knowl-
edge, and experience in matters relating to the 
function of the Committee. 

(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed as follows: 

(A) 7 members shall represent the barge 
and towing industry, reflecting a regional 
geographic balance. 

(B) 1 member shall represent the offshore 
mineral and oil supply vessel industry. 

(C) 1 member shall represent masters and 
pilots of towing vessels who hold active li-
censes and have experience on the Western 
Rivers and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. 

(D) 1 member shall represent masters of 
towing vessels in offshore service who hold 
active licenses. 

(E) 1 member shall represent masters of 
active ship-docking or harbor towing ves-
sels. 

(F) 1 member shall represent licensed and 
unlicensed towing vessel engineers with for-
mal training and experience. 

(G) 2 members shall represent port dis-
tricts, authorities, or terminal operators. 

(H) 2 members shall represent shippers 
and, of the 2, 1 shall be engaged in the ship-
ment of oil or hazardous materials by barge. 

(I) 2 members shall represent the general 
public. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title VI, § 601(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4285.) 

§ 15109. Administration 

(a) MEETINGS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), each committee established under 
this chapter or to which this chapter applies 
shall, at least once each year, meet at the call 
of the Secretary or a majority of the members 
of the committee. 

(2) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The committee 
established under section 15102,1 shall—

(A) meet in-person, not less frequently 
than twice each year, at the call of the Sec-

retary of a majority of the members of the 
committee; 

(B) hold additional meetings as necessary; 
(C) post the minutes of each meeting of 

the committee on a publicly available 
website not later than 2 weeks after the date 
on which a meeting concludes; and 

(D) provide reasonable public notice of any 
meeting of the committee, and publish such 
notice in the Federal Register and on a pub-
licly available website.

(b) EMPLOYEE STATUS.—A member of a com-
mittee established under this chapter or to 
which this chapter applies shall not be consid-
ered an employee of the Federal Government by 
reason of service on such committee, except for 
the purposes of the following: 

(1) Chapter 81 of title 5. 
(2) Chapter 171 of title 28 and any other Fed-

eral law relating to tort liability.

(c) COMPENSATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (b), a member of a committee estab-
lished under this chapter or to which this chap-
ter applies, when actually engaged in the per-
formance of the duties of such committee, 
may—

(1) receive compensation at a rate estab-
lished by the Secretary, not to exceed the 
maximum daily rate payable under section 
5376 of title 5; or 

(2) if not compensated in accordance with 
paragraph (1)—

(A) be reimbursed for actual and reason-
able expenses incurred in the performance of 
such duties; or 

(B) be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized 
by section 5703 of title 5.

(d) ACCEPTANCE OF VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—A 
member of a committee established under this 
chapter or to which this chapter applies may 
serve on such committee on a voluntary basis 
without pay without regard to section 1342 of 
title 31 or any other law. 

(e) STATUS OF MEMBERS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), with respect to a member of a com-
mittee established under this chapter or to 
which this chapter applies whom the Sec-
retary appoints to represent an entity or 
group—

(A) the member is authorized to represent 
the interests of the applicable entity or 
group; and 

(B) requirements under Federal law that 
would interfere with such representation and 
that apply to a special Government em-
ployee (as defined in section 202(a) of title 
18), including requirements relating to em-
ployee conduct, political activities, ethics, 
conflicts of interest, and corruption, do not 
apply to the member.

(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding subsection 
(b), a member of a committee established 
under this chapter or to which this chapter ap-
plies shall be treated as a special Government 
employee for purposes of the committee serv-
ice of the member if—

(A) the Secretary appointed the member to 
represent the general public; or 
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