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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:599

Section 10315 lists the persons to whom a seaman
may allot wages, specifies the conditions which make
an allotment valid, and provides a civil penalty of $500
for falsely claiming qualification as an allottee. It also
requires that this section be complied with before a
vessel can be cleared from a United States port. This
section applies to foreign vessels.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
2010—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111-281 added subsec. (f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation
abolished and functions transferred, see sections 401 to
406 of Pub. L. 101-73, set out as a note under section 1437
of Title 12, Banks and Banking.

§10316. Trusts

Sections 10314 and 10315 of this title do not
prevent an employer from making deductions
from the wages of a seaman, with the written
consent of the seaman, if—

(1) the deductions are paid into a trust fund
established only for the benefit of seamen em-
ployed by that employer, and the families and
dependents of those seamen (or of those sea-
men, families, and dependents jointly with
other seamen employed by other employers,
and the families and dependents of the other
seamen); and

(2) the payments are held in trust to provide,
from principal or interest, or both, any of the
following benefits for those seamen and their
families and dependents:

(A) medical or hospital care, or both.

(B) pensions on retirement or death of the
seaman.

(C) life insurance.

(D) unemployment benefits.

(BE) compensation for illness or injuries re-
sulting from occupational activity.

(F) sickness, accident, and disability com-
pensation.

(G) purchasing insurance to provide any of
the benefits specified in this section.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 568.)
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Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:599(g)

Section 10316 qualifies the two previous sections by
allowing an employer to make deductions from sea-
men’s wages for the purpose of placing the wages into
a trust fund or holding them in trust to provide for the
seamen’s benefit.

§10317. Loss of lien and right to wages

A master or seaman by any agreement other
than one provided for in this chapter may not
forfeit the master’s or seaman’s lien on the ves-
sel or be deprived of a remedy to which the mas-
ter or seaman otherwise would be entitled for
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the recovery of wages. A stipulation in an agree-
ment inconsistent with this chapter, or a stipu-
lation by which a seaman consents to abandon a
right to wages if the vessel is lost, or to abandon
a right the seaman may have or obtain in the
nature of salvage, is void.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 568.)
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Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:600

Section 10317 prohibits a master or seaman from en-
tering into an agreement which forfeits his or her lien
on the vessel or other remedy for recovery of wages,
and renders such agreements void.

§10318. Wages on discharge in foreign ports

(a) When a master or seaman applies to a con-
sular officer for the discharge of the seaman, the
consular officer shall require the master to pay
the seaman’s wages if it appears that the sea-
man has carried out the agreement required by
section 10302 of this title or otherwise is entitled
to be discharged. Then the consular officer shall
discharge the seaman. A consular officer shall
require the payment of extra wages only as pro-
vided in this section or in chapter 109 of this
title.

(b) When discharging a seaman, a consular of-
ficer who fails to require the payment of the
wages due a seaman at the time, and of the
extra wages due under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, is accountable to the United States Gov-
ernment for the total amount.

(c) A seaman discharged under this section
with the consent of the seaman is entitled to
wages up to the time of discharge, but not for
any additional period.

(d) If the seaman is discharged involuntarily,
and it appears that the discharge was not be-
cause of neglect of duty, incompetency, or in-
jury incurred on the vessel, the master shall
provide the seaman with employment on a ves-
sel agreed to by the seaman or shall provide the
seaman with one month’s extra wages.

(e) Expenses for the maintenance and return of
an ill or injured seaman to the United States
shall be paid by the Secretary of State. If a sea-
man is incapacitated by illness or injury and
prompt discharge is necessary, but a personal
appearance of the master before a consular offi-
cer is impracticable, the master may provide
transportation to the seaman to the nearest
consular officer for discharge.

(f) A deduction from wages of the seaman is
permitted only if the deduction appears in the
account of the seaman required to be delivered
under section 10310 of this title, except for mat-
ters arising after delivery of the account, in
which case a supplementary account is required.
During a voyage, the master shall record in the
official logbook the matters about which deduc-
tions are to be made with the amounts of the de-
ductions. The entries shall be made as the mat-
ters occur. The master shall produce the official
logbook at the time of payment of wages, and
also before a competent authority on the hear-
ing of any complaint or question about the pay-
ment of wages.



§10319

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 568.)
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Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:682
46:683

Section 10318 establishes consular officers’ respon-
sibilities in discharging seamen and the seamen’s right
to wages when discharged and when incapacitated by
illness or injury. It also requires a master to record in
the official logbook all matters for which deductions
are to be made from seamen’s wages.

§10319. Costs of a criminal conviction

In a proceeding about a seaman’s wages, if it
is shown that the seaman was convicted during
the voyage of an offense by a competent tri-
bunal and sentenced by the tribunal, the court
hearing the case may direct that a part of the
wages due the seaman, but not more than $15, be
applied to reimburse the master for costs prop-
erly incurred in procuring the conviction and
sentence.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 569.)
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Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:707

Section 10319 provides that if a seaman was convicted
during a voyage by a tribunal, that the court may di-
rect that up to $15 of the seaman’s wages be used to re-
imburse the master for the costs incurred.

§10320. Records of seamen

The Secretary shall prescribe regulations re-
quiring vessel owners to maintain records of
seamen on matters of engagement, discharge,
and service. A vessel owner shall make these
records available to the seaman and the Coast
Guard on request.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 569; Pub. L.
103-206, title IV, §411, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat.
24317.)
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Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

Section 10320 authorizes the Secretary to provide for
the maintenance of records of the engagement, dis-
charge, or service of seamen.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-206 amended heading and text of sec-
tion generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: ‘“The Secretary may prescribe regulations for re-
porting by a master of matters about the engagement,
discharge, or service of seamen that may be needed in
keeping central records of seamen.”’
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
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and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§ 10321. General penalty

(a) A person violating any provision of this
chapter or a regulation prescribed under this
chapter is liable to the United States Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of not more than $5,000.

(b) The vessel is liable in rem for any penalty
assessed under this section.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 569; Pub. L.
103-206, title IV, §412, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat.
2437.)
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Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:567
46:568
46:571
46:661
46:665

Section 10321 makes a vessel on which a seaman is
carried to sea in violation of this chapter or regulation
prescribed under this chapter liable in rem to the
United States Government for a civil penalty of $200 for
each seaman carried in violation.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-206 amended heading and text of sec-
tion generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: ‘““The owner, charterer, managing operator, agent,
or master of a vessel on which a seaman is carried in
violation of this chapter or a regulation prescribed
under this chapter is liable to the United States Gov-
ernment for a civil penalty of $200 for each seaman car-
ried in violation. The vessel also is liable in rem for the
penalty.”

CHAPTER 105—COASTWISE VOYAGES

Sec.

10501. Application.

10502. Shipping articles agreements.

10503. Exhibiting merchant mariners’ documents.
10504. Wages.

10505. Advances.

10506. Trusts.

[10507. Repealed.]

10508. General penalties.

10509. Penalty for failing to begin voyage.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-206, title IV, §415(b), Dec. 20, 1993, 107
Stat. 2438, struck out item 10507 ‘‘Duties of shipping
commissioners’.

§10501. Application

(a) Except for a vessel to which chapter 103 of
this title applies, this chapter applies to a vessel
of at least 50 gross tons as measured under sec-
tion 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of this title as pre-
scribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title on a voyage between a port in one
State and a port in another State (except an ad-
joining State).

(b) This chapter does not apply to a vessel on
which the seamen are entitled by custom or
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