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1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

for more than a century in documents, books, and 

other publications are self-destructing and will con-

tinue to self destruct; 
‘‘Whereas Americans are facing the prospect of con-

tinuing to lose national, historical, scientific, and 

scholarly records, including government records, 

faster than salvage efforts can be mounted despite 

the dedicated efforts of many libraries, archives, and 

agencies, such as the Library of Congress and the Na-

tional Archives and Records Administration; 
‘‘Whereas nationwide hundreds of millions of dollars 

will have to be spent by the Federal, State, and local 

governments and private institutions to salvage the 

most essential books and other materials in the li-

braries and archives of government, academic, and 

private institutions; 
‘‘Whereas paper manufacturers can produce a sufficient 

supply of acid free permanent papers with a life of 

several hundred years, at prices competitive with 

acid papers, if publishers would specify the use of 

such papers, and some publishers and many univer-

sity presses are already publishing on acid free per-

manent papers; 
‘‘Whereas most Government agencies do not require the 

use of acid free permanent papers for appropriate 

Federal records and publications; 
‘‘Whereas librarians, publishers, and other professional 

groups have urged the use of acid free permanent pa-

pers; 
‘‘Whereas even when books are printed on acid free per-

manent paper this fact is often not made known to li-

braries by notations in the book or by notations in 

standard bibliographic listings; and 
‘‘Whereas there is an urgent need to prevent the con-

tinuance of the acid paper problem in the future: 

Now, therefore, be it 
‘‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

‘‘SECTION 1. It is the policy of the United States that 

Federal records, books, and publications of enduring 

value be produced on acid free permanent papers. 
‘‘SEC. 2. The Congress of the United States urgently 

recommends that—
‘‘(1) Federal agencies require the use of acid free 

permanent papers for publications of enduring value 

produced by the Government Publishing Office or 

produced by Federal grant or contract, using the 

specifications for such paper established by the Joint 

Committee on Printing; 
‘‘(2) Federal agencies require the use of archival 

quality acid free papers for permanently valuable 

Federal records and confer with the National Ar-

chives and Records Administration on the require-

ments for paper quality; 
‘‘(3) American publishers and State and local gov-

ernments use acid free permanent papers for publica-

tions of enduring value, in voluntary compliance with 

the American National Standard; 
‘‘(4) all publishers, private and governmental, 

prominently note the use of acid free permanent 

paper in books, advertisements, catalogs, and stand-

ard bibliographic listings; and 
‘‘(5) the Secretary of State, Librarian of Congress, 

Archivist of the United States, and other Federal of-

ficials make known the national policy regarding 

acid free permanent papers to foreign governments 

and appropriate international agencies since the acid 

paper problem is worldwide and essential foreign ma-

terials being imported by our libraries are printed on 

acid papers. 
‘‘SEC. 3. The Librarian of Congress, the Archivist of 

the United States, and the Director of the Government 

Publishing Office shall jointly monitor the Federal 

Government’s progress in implementing the national 

policy declared in section 1 regarding acid free perma-

nent papers and shall report to the Congress regarding 

such progress on December 31, 1991, December 31, 1993, 

and December 31, 1995. In carrying out the monitoring 

and reporting functions under this section, the Librar-

ian of Congress, the Archivist of the United States, and 

the Director of the Government Publishing Office may 

consult with the National Endowment for the Human-

ities, National Agricultural Library, National Library 

of Medicine, other Federal and State agencies, inter-

national organizations, private publishers, paper manu-

facturers, and other organizations with an interest in 

preservation of books and historical papers.’’

§ 510. Specifications in advertisements for paper 

The advertisements for proposals shall specify 

the minimum portion of each quality of paper 

required for either three months, six months, or 

one year, as the Joint Committee on Printing 

determines; but when the minimum portion so 

specified exceeds, in any case, one thousand 

reams, it shall state that proposals will be re-

ceived for one thousand reams or more. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1244.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1954 ed., § 6 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 4, 28 Stat. 601). 

§ 511. Opening bids; bonds 

The sealed proposals to furnish paper and en-

velopes shall be opened in the presence of the 

Joint Committee on Printing who shall award 

the contracts to the lowest and best bidder for 

the interest of the Government. The committee 1 

may not consider a proposal that is not accom-

panied by a bond with security or certified 

check in the amount of $5,000, guaranteeing that 

the bidder if his proposal is accepted, will enter 

into a formal contract with the United States to 

furnish the paper or envelopes specified. The 

Committee may not consider a proposal from a 

person unknown to it unless accompanied by 

satisfactory evidence that he is a manufacturer 

of or dealer in the description of paper or enve-

lopes proposed to be furnished. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1244.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 7 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 5, 28 Stat. 602; June 16, 1938, ch. 477, § 3, 52 Stat. 761). 

§ 512. Approval of paper contracts; time for per-
formance; bonds 

A contract for furnishing paper is not valid 

until approved by the Joint Committee on 

Printing. The award of a contract for furnishing 

paper shall designate a reasonable time for its 

performance. The contractor shall give bond in 

an amount fixed and approved by the Com-

mittee. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1244.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 8 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 6, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 1121). 

§ 513. Comparison of paper and envelopes with 
standard quality 

The Director of the Government Publishing 

Office shall compare every lot of paper and enve-

lopes delivered by a contractor with the stand-

ard of quality fixed upon by the Joint Com-

mittee on Printing, and may not accept paper or 
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envelopes which do not conform to it in every 

particular. A lot of delivered paper or envelopes 

which does not conform to the standard of qual-

ity may be accepted by the Committee at a dis-

count that in its opinion is sufficient to protect 

the interests of the Government. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 9 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 7, 28 Stat. 602; June 20, 1936, ch. 630, title VIII, § 13, 

49 Stat. 1553).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 514. Determination of quality of paper 

The Joint Committee on Printing shall deter-

mine differences of opinion between the Director 

of the Government Publishing Office and a con-

tractor for paper respecting the paper’s quality; 

and the decision of the Committee is final as to 

the United States. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 10 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 8, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 1121).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 515. Default of contractor; new contracts and 
purchase in open market 

If a contractor fails to comply with his con-

tract, the Director of the Government Pub-

lishing Office shall report the default to the 

Joint Committee on Printing, and under its di-

rection, enter into a new contract with the low-

est, best, and most responsible bidder for the in-

terest of the Government among those whose 

proposals were rejected at the last opening of 

bids, or he shall advertise for new proposals, 

under the regulations provided by sections 

509–517 of this title. During the interval that 

may thus occur he may, under the direction of 

the Joint Committee on Printing, purchase in 

open market, at the lowest market price, paper 

necessary for the public printing. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 11 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 9, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 1121).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 516. Liability of defaulting contractor 

Upon failure to furnish paper, a contractor and 

his sureties shall be responsible for any increase 

of cost to the Government in procuring a supply 

of the paper consequent upon his default. The 

Director of the Government Publishing Office 

shall report every default, with a full statement 

of all the facts in the case, to the General Coun-

sel for the Department of the Treasury, who 

shall prosecute the defaulting contractor and 

his sureties upon their bond in the district court 

of the United States in the district in which the 

defaulting contractor resides. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 12 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 10, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, § 291, 36 Stat. 

1167; May 10, 1934, ch. 277, § 512(b), 48 Stat. 759).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 517. Purchase of paper in open market 

The Joint Committee on Printing may author-

ize the Director of the Government Publishing 

Office to purchase paper in open market when 

they consider the quantity required so small or 

the want so immediate as not to justify adver-

tisement for proposals. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 13 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 11, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 

1121).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’.

CHAPTER 7—CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING 
AND BINDING 

Sec. 

701. ‘‘Usual number’’ of documents and reports; 

distribution of House and Senate documents 

and reports; binding; reports on private 

bills; number of copies printed; distribu-

tion. 

702. Extra copies of documents and reports. 

703. Printing extra copies. 

704. Reprinting bills, laws, and reports from com-

mittees not exceeding fifty pages. 

705. Duplicate orders to print. 

706. Bills and resolutions: number and distribu-

tion. 

707. Bills and resolutions: style and form. 

708. Bills and resolutions: binding sets for Con-

gress. 

709. Public and private laws, postal conventions, 

and treaties. 

710. Copies of Acts furnished to Director of the 

Government Publishing Office. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-03-12T00:08:02-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




