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‘‘(2) UPDATES.—Not later than 90 days after the date 

on which the comprehensive plan is submitted under 

paragraph (1), and biannually thereafter until the re-

sponse rate by the National Personnel Records Center 

reaches 90 percent of all requests in 20 days or less, 

not including any request involving a record damaged 

or lost in the National Personnel Records Center fire 

of 1973 or any request that is subject to a fee that has 

not been paid in a timely manner by the requestor 

(provided the National Personnel Records Center 

issues an invoice within 20 days after the date on 

which the request is made), the Archivist of the 

United States shall submit to the appropriate con-

gressional committees an update of such plan that—
‘‘(A) describes progress made by the National Per-

sonnel Records Center during the preceding 90-day 

period with respect to record request backlog re-

duction and efficiency and responsiveness improve-

ment; 
‘‘(B) provides data on progress made toward the 

goals identified in the comprehensive plan; and 
‘‘(C) describes any changes made to the com-

prehensive plan. 
‘‘(3) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out 

paragraphs (1) and (2), the Archivist of the United 

States shall consult with the Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs. 
‘‘(4) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE-

FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘appropriate con-

gressional committees’ means—
‘‘(A) the Committee on Oversight and Reform 

[now Committee on Oversight and Accountability], 

the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and the Com-

mittee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-

resentatives; and 
‘‘(B) the Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs, the Committee on Veterans’ 

Affairs, and the Committee on Appropriations of 

the Senate. 
‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO ADDRESS RECORDS BACK-

LOG.—
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In addi-

tion to amounts otherwise available, there is author-

ized to be appropriated to the National Archives and 

Records Administration, $60,000,000 to address back-

logs in responding to requests from veterans for mili-

tary personnel records, improve cybersecurity, im-

prove digital preservation and access to archival Fed-

eral records, and address backlogs in requests made 

under section 552 of title 5, United States Code (com-

monly referred to as the Freedom of Information 

Act). Such amounts may also be used for the Federal 

Records Center Program. 
‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN IN-PERSON STAFFING 

LEVELS.—Subject to the availability of appropria-

tions, and not later than 30 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2022], the Archivist of 

the United States shall ensure, to the extent prac-

ticable, that the National Personnel Records Center 

maintains staffing levels and telework arrangements 

that enable the maximum processing of records re-

quests possible in order to achieve the performance 

goal of responding to 90 percent of all requests in 20 

days or less, not including any request involving a 

record damaged or lost in the National Personnel 

Records Center fire of 1973 or any request that is sub-

ject to a fee that has not been paid in a timely man-

ner by the requestor (provided the National Per-

sonnel Records Center issues an invoice within 20 

days after the date on which the request is made). 
‘‘(3) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORTING.—The Inspector 

General for the National Archives and Records Ad-

ministration shall, for two years following the date of 

the enactment of this Act, include in every semi-

annual report submitted to Congress pursuant to the 

Inspector General Act of 1978 ([former] 5 U.S.C. App.) 

[see 5 U.S.C. 401 et seq.], a detailed summary of—
‘‘(A) efforts taken by the National Archives and 

Records Administration to address the backlog of 

records requests at the National Personnel Records 

Center; and 

‘‘(B) any recommendations for action proposed by 

the Inspector General related to reducing the back-

log of records requests at the National Personnel 

Records Center and the status of compliance with 

those recommendations by the National Archives 

and Records Administration.’’

§ 2903. Custody and control of property 

(a) The Archivist shall have immediate cus-

tody and control of the National Archives Build-

ing and its contents, and may design, construct, 

purchase, lease, maintain, operate, protect, and 

improve buildings used by him for the storage of 

records of Federal agencies in the District of Co-

lumbia and elsewhere. 

(b) When the Archivist considers it to be in 

the public interest, the Archivist may charge 

and collect reasonable fees from the public for 

the occasional, non-official use of rooms and 

spaces, and services related to such use, in the 

buildings subject to this section. Fees collected 

under this subsection shall be paid into an ac-

count in the National Archives Trust Fund and 

shall be held, administered, and expended for the 

benefit and in the interest of the national archi-

val and records activities administered by the 

National Archives and Records Administration, 

including educational and public program pur-

poses. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1296; Pub. 

L. 98–497, title I, § 107(b)(15)(A), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 

Stat. 2288; Pub. L. 108–383, § 4(b), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 

Stat. 2218.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 392 (June 30, 1949, ch. 

288, title V, § 502, as added Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(d), 64 

Stat. 583).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–383 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1984—Pub. L. 98–497 substituted ‘‘Archivist’’ for ‘‘Ad-

ministrator’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–497 effective Apr. 1, 1985, 

see section 301 of Pub. L. 98–497, set out as a note under 

section 2102 of this title. 

§ 2904. General responsibilities for records man-
agement 

(a) The Archivist shall provide guidance and 

assistance to Federal agencies with respect to 

ensuring—

(1) economical and effective records manage-

ment; 

(2) adequate and proper documentation of 

the policies and transactions of the Federal 

Government; and 

(3) proper records disposition.

(b) The Administrator shall provide guidance 

and assistance to Federal agencies to ensure ec-

onomical and effective processing of mail by 

Federal agencies. 

(c) In carrying out the responsibilities under 

subsection (a), the Archivist shall have the re-

sponsibility—
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