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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–497 substituted ‘‘Archivist of the 

United States’’ for ‘‘Administrator of General Serv-

ices’’, ‘‘National Archives and Records Administration’’ 

for ‘‘General Services Administration’’, and ‘‘Archi-

vist’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever appearing. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–440 substituted provision for reten-

tion of original documents by the General Services Ad-

ministration for prior provision for retention in the ar-

chives of the National Archives and inserted provisions 

dispensing with such retention when disposals are made 

in accordance with disposal schedules and requiring re-

tention of original proclamations of the President and 

Executive orders as part of the National Archives.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Government Publishing Office’’ substituted for 

‘‘Government Printing Office’’ in text on authority of 

section 1301(b) of Pub. L. 113–235, set out as a note pre-

ceding section 301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–497 effective Apr. 1, 1985, 

see section 301 of Pub. L. 98–497, set out as a note under 

section 2102 of this title. 

§ 1504. ‘‘Federal Register’’; printing; contents; dis-
tribution; price 

Documents required or authorized to be pub-

lished by section 1505 of this title shall be print-

ed and distributed immediately by the Govern-

ment Publishing Office in a serial publication 

designated the ‘‘Federal Register.’’ The Director 

of the Government Publishing Office shall make 

available the facilities of the Government Pub-

lishing Office for the prompt printing and dis-

tribution of the Federal Register in the manner 

and at the times required by this chapter and 

the regulations prescribed under it. The con-

tents of the daily issues shall be indexed and 

shall comprise all documents, required or au-

thorized to be published, filed with the Office of 

the Federal Register up to the time of the day 

immediately preceding the day of distribution 

fixed by regulations under this chapter. There 

shall be printed with each document a copy of 

the notation, required to be made by section 1503 

of this title, of the day and hour when, upon fil-

ing with the Office, the document was made 

available for public inspection. Distribution 

shall be made by delivery or by deposit at a post 

office at a time in the morning of the day of dis-

tribution fixed by regulations prescribed under 

this chapter. The prices to be charged for the 

Federal Register may be fixed by the Adminis-

trative Committee of the Federal Register es-

tablished by section 1506 of this title without 

reference to the restrictions placed upon and 

fixed for the sale of Government publications by 

sections 1705 and 1708 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1274; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(b), (c)(1), Dec. 16, 

2014, 128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964, ed., § 303 (July 26, 1935, ch. 

417, § 3, 49 Stat. 500).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235, § 1301(c)(1), substituted ‘‘Direc-

tor of the Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public 

Printer’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Government Publishing Office’’ substituted for 

‘‘Government Printing Office’’ in text on authority of 

section 1301(b) of Pub. L. 113–235, set out as a note pre-

ceding section 301 of this title. 

§ 1505. Documents to be published in Federal 
Register 

(a) PROCLAMATIONS AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS; 

DOCUMENTS HAVING GENERAL APPLICABILITY AND 

LEGAL EFFECT; DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO BE 

PUBLISHED BY CONGRESS. There shall be pub-

lished in the Federal Register—

(1) Presidential proclamations and Executive 

orders, except those not having general appli-

cability and legal effect or effective only 

against Federal agencies or persons in their 

capacity as officers, agents, or employees 

thereof; 

(2) documents or classes of documents that 

the President may determine from time to 

time have general applicability and legal ef-

fect; and 

(3) documents or classes of documents that 

may be required so to be published by Act of 

Congress.

For the purposes of this chapter every docu-

ment or order which prescribes a penalty has 

general applicability and legal effect. 

(b) DOCUMENTS AUTHORIZED TO BE PUBLISHED 

BY REGULATIONS; COMMENTS AND NEWS ITEMS EX-

CLUDED. In addition to the foregoing there shall 

also be published in the Federal Register other 

documents or classes of documents authorized 

to be published by regulations prescribed under 

this chapter with the approval of the President, 

but comments or news items of any character 

may not be published in the Federal Register. 

(c) SUSPENSION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR FILING 

OF DOCUMENTS; ALTERNATE SYSTEMS FOR PRO-

MULGATING, FILING, OR PUBLISHING DOCUMENTS; 

PRESERVATION OF ORIGINALS. In the event of an 

attack or threatened attack upon the conti-

nental United States and a determination by the 

President that as a result of an attack or threat-

ened attack—

(1) publication of the Federal Register or fil-

ing of documents with the Office of the Fed-

eral Register is impracticable, or 

(2) under existing conditions publication in 

the Federal Register would not serve to give 

appropriate notice to the public of the con-

tents of documents, the President may, with-

out regard to any other provision of law, sus-

pend all or part of the requirements of law or 

regulation for filing with the Office or publica-

tion in the Federal Register of documents or 

classes of documents.

The suspensions shall remain in effect until 

revoked by the President, or by concurrent reso-

lution of the Congress. The President shall es-

tablish alternate systems for promulgating, fil-
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