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§ 2201. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 
(2) The term ‘‘Federal Reclamation laws’’ 

means the Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388) 
and Acts supplementary thereto and amend-
atory thereof. 

(3) The term ‘‘Federal Reclamation project’’ 
means any project constructed or funded 
under Federal Reclamation law. Such term in-
cludes projects having approved loans under 
the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956 (70 
Stat. 1044) [43 U.S.C. 422a et seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 102–250, § 2, Mar. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 53.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in par. (2), is act June 
17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, popularly known as the 
Reclamation Act, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 12 (§ 371 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 371 of this title and Tables. 

The Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956, referred 
to in par. (3), is act Aug. 6, 1956, ch. 972, 70 Stat. 1044, 
which is classified generally to subchapter IV (§ 422a et 
seq.) of chapter 12 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see section 422k of this 
title and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2024 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 118–170, § 1, Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat. 2589, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 2214 and 2241 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Drought Preparedness 
Act’.’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 102–250, § 1, Mar. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 53, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘Reclamation States Emergency Drought Relief Act 
of 1991’.’’

Executive Documents 

BUILDING NATIONAL CAPABILITIES FOR LONG-TERM 
DROUGHT RESILIENCE 

Memorandum of President of the United States, Mar. 
21, 2016, 81 F.R. 16053, provided: 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Depart-
ments and Agencies 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, I hereby direct the following: 

SECTION 1. Purpose. Our Nation must sustain and ex-
pand efforts to reduce the vulnerability of communities 
to the impacts of drought. Every year, drought affects 
millions of Americans and poses a serious and growing 
threat to the security and economies of communities 
nationwide. Drought presents challenges to the viabil-
ity of agricultural production and to the quantity and 
quality of drinking water supplies that communities 
and industries depend upon. Drought jeopardizes the in-
tegrity of critical infrastructure, causes extensive eco-
nomic and health impacts, harms ecosystems, and in-
creases energy costs. In responding to and recovering 
from past droughts, we have learned that focused col-
laboration across all levels of government and the pri-
vate sector is critical to enable productive and work-
able solutions to build regional resilience to drought. 

Among other actions, this memorandum institu-
tionalizes the National Drought Resilience Partnership 
(NDRP), which builds upon the National Integrated 
Drought Information System, an interagency program 
led by the Department of Commerce. The NDRP was 
outlined in the President’s Climate Action Plan to bet-
ter coordinate Federal support for drought-related ef-
forts, help communities reduce the impact of current 
drought events, and prepare for future droughts. In sus-
taining this focused collaboration, the NDRP will pro-
vide the Federal Government with a lasting platform 
that enables locally and regionally driven priorities 
and needs to guide coordinated Federal activities. 

SEC. 2. Policy. It is the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment to coordinate and use applicable Federal invest-
ments, assets, and expertise to promote drought resil-
ience and complement drought preparedness, planning, 
and implementation efforts of State, regional, tribal, 
and local institutions. In addition, where appropriate, 
the Federal Government shall seek partnerships with 
such institutions and the private sector in order to in-
crease and diversify our Nation’s water resources 
through the development and deployment of new tech-
nologies and improved access to alternative water sup-
plies. Agencies shall also work with State, regional, 
tribal, and local institutions to support their efforts to 
maintain and enhance the long-term health and resil-
ience of working lands and ecosystems. In carrying out 
this memorandum, executive departments and agencies 
(agencies) shall continue to recognize the primacy of 
States, regions, tribes, and local water users in build-
ing their resilience to drought. 

SEC. 3. Drought Resilience Goals. (a) The heads of agen-
cies shall, to the extent permitted by law and to the 
maximum extent possible, carry out the policy de-
scribed in section 2 of this memorandum by imple-
menting policies and taking actions to achieve the fol-
lowing drought resilience goals: 

(i) Data Collection and Integration. Agencies shall 
share data and information related to drought, water 
use, and water availability, including data on 
snowpack, groundwater, stream flow, and soil moisture 
with State, regional, tribal, and local officials to 
strengthen decisionmaking to support more adaptive 
responses to drought and drought risk. 

(ii) Communicating Drought Risk to Critical Infrastruc-

ture. Agencies shall communicate with State, regional, 
tribal, local, and critical infrastructure officials, tar-
geted information about drought risks, including spe-
cific risks to critical infrastructure. 

(iii) Drought Planning and Capacity Building. Agencies 
shall assist State, regional, tribal, and local officials in 
building local planning capacity for drought prepared-
ness and resilience. 
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(iv) Coordination of Federal Drought Activity. Agencies 
shall improve the coordination and integration of 
drought-related activities to enhance the collective 
benefits of Federal programs and investments. 

(v) Market-Based Approaches for Infrastructure and Ef-

ficiency. Agencies shall support the advancement of in-
novative investment models and market-based ap-
proaches to increase resilience, flexibility, and effi-
ciency of water use and water supply systems. 

(vi) Innovative Water Use, Efficiency, and Technology. 
Agencies shall support efforts to conserve and make ef-
ficient use of water by carrying out relevant research, 
innovation, and international engagements. 

(b) The NDRP, as described in section 5 of this memo-
randum, shall facilitate, coordinate, and monitor the 
implementation of the actions conducted to achieve 
these goals. 

SEC. 4. Drought Resilience Actions. In furtherance of 
the policies and goals described in this memorandum, I 
hereby direct agencies to take, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, by December 31, 2016, the fol-
lowing actions: 

(a) Data Collection and Integration. 
(i) The heads of agencies participating in the NDRP 

shall: 
(A) improve the integration of all relevant drought-

related data and information, and facilitate the use 
of such data, in coordination with the National Inte-
grated Drought Information System, by State, re-
gional, tribal, and local officials in drought planning 
and decisionmaking; and 

(B) identify and use data formats that will allow 
these datasets to be incorporated into existing 
geospatial data platforms. 
(ii) The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, Com-

merce, and the Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy shall coordinate the implementa-
tion of the activities described in section 4(a)(i) of this 
memorandum. 

(b) Drought Planning and Capacity Building. 
(i) The heads of agencies participating in the NDRP 

shall: 
(A) provide technical and scientific information to 

State, regional, tribal, and local officials concerning 
the integration of drought planning, hazard mitiga-
tion, and preparedness planning; and 

(B) ensure that local and regional officials are 
aware of drought-related planning activities and 
similar initiatives occurring in their region, which 
will avoid duplication of effort and prompt peer-to-
peer collaboration. 
(ii) The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, Com-

merce, and Homeland Security shall coordinate the im-
plementation of the activities described in section 
4(b)(i) of this memorandum. 

(c) Communicating Drought Risk to Critical Infrastruc-

ture. 
(i) The heads of agencies participating in the NDRP 

shall: 
(A) support information gathering and analysis to 

assess the risk of drought to critical infrastructure; 
and 

(B) use the assessment described in section 4(c)(ii) 
of this memorandum to inform agencies and to better 
communicate accurate, science-based information 
about drought, and the risks of drought to commu-
nities, critical infrastructure owners and operators, 
and other drought resilience stakeholders. 
(ii) The Secretaries of Commerce and Homeland Secu-

rity shall coordinate the implementation of the activi-
ties described in section 4(c)(i) of this memorandum 
and jointly publish an assessment describing the risk 
that drought poses to U.S. critical infrastructure. 

(d) Coordination of Federal Drought Activity. 
(i) The heads of agencies participating in the NDRP 

shall: 
(A) coordinate and use Federal programs and in-

vestments to better support drought resilience 
through improved information sharing and collabora-
tion, building on existing place-based and program 
coordination efforts; and 

(B) develop tools, guidance, and other relevant re-
sources to ensure drought-related support to State, 
regional, tribal, and local officials occurs in an effec-
tive and efficient manner. 
(ii) The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, Com-

merce, and the Army shall coordinate the implementa-
tion of the activities described in section 4(d)(i) of this 
memorandum. 

(e) Market-Based Approaches for Infrastructure and Ef-

ficiency. 
(i) The heads of agencies participating in the NDRP 

shall: 
(A) identify and share effective practices with 

State, regional, tribal, and local water users on the 
use of innovative financing opportunities to facilitate 
the construction, maintenance, rehabilitation, or res-
toration of drought-resilient infrastructure; 

(B) test innovative financing opportunities, to the 
extent permitted by law, to attract private invest-
ment into underserved and drought-sensitive rural 
water infrastructure; and 

(C) where appropriate, provide technical assistance 
to support State and local efforts to develop strate-
gies for more flexible water management, including 
through market-based mechanisms. 
(ii) The Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture 

and the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency shall coordinate the implementation of 
the activities described in section 4(e)(i) of this memo-
randum. 

(f) Innovative Water Use, Efficiency, and Technology. 
(i) The heads of agencies participating in the NDRP 

shall: 
(A) engage with foreign partners in order to estab-

lish mechanisms through which to implement rel-
evant research, monitoring, and technical assistance 
to support transfer and adaptation of more water-effi-
cient practices and technologies domestically; 

(B) facilitate the development of new technologies 
and practices or the expansion of existing tech-
nologies and practices to mitigate the consequences 
of drought; and 

(C) promote expanded use of technologies that 
allow the use of produced, reused, brackish, recycled, 
or other alternative water sources where possible and 
appropriate. 
(ii) The Secretaries of State, Agriculture, Energy, the 

Interior, and the Environmental Protection Agency 
shall coordinate the implementation of the activities 
described in section 4(f)(i) of this memorandum. 

SEC. 5. National Drought Resilience Partnership. 
(a) Establishment and Function. There is established 

the National Drought Resilience Partnership (NDRP) 
as an interagency task force that is responsible for en-
hancing coordination of Federal drought resilience 
policies and monitoring the implementation of the ac-
tivities and goals described in this memorandum. 

(b) Administration of the NDRP. The NDRP adminis-
trative functions will be housed within the Department 
of Agriculture, which shall provide funding and admin-
istrative support for the NDRP to the extent permitted 
by law and within existing appropriations. 

(c) Membership. The NDRP shall consist of representa-
tives, serving at the Assistant Secretary-level or high-
er, from the following: 

(i) the Department of Defense, Office of the Secretary 
of Defense-Policy; 

(ii) the Department of the Interior; 
(iii) the Department of Agriculture; 
(iv) the Department of Commerce; 
(v) the Department of Energy; 
(vi) the Department of Homeland Security; 
(vii) the Environmental Protection Agency; 
(viii) the Office of Management and Budget; 
(ix) the Office of Science and Technology Policy; 
(x) the National Economic Council; 
(xi) the Council on Environmental Quality; 
(xii) the National Security Council staff; 
(xiii) the Army; and 
(xiv) such other agencies or offices as the agencies set 

forth above, by consensus, deem appropriate. 
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(d) NDRP Co-Chairs. The NDRP shall have two Co-
Chairs. The Secretary of Agriculture, or the Sec-
retary’s designated representative, shall continuously 
serve as the first Co-Chair of the NDRP. The Secretary 
of Commerce, or the Secretary’s designated official, 
shall serve as the second Co-Chair for a period of 2 
years. The NDRP members shall rotate the second Co-
Chair responsibility every 2 years based on majority 
vote among the Departments of Defense, the Interior, 
Commerce, Energy, Homeland Security, and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. Members serving as the 
second Co-Chair shall not serve in that role over con-
secutive periods. The NDRP shall meet at minimum on 
a quarterly basis, with additional meetings as needed. 

(e) Charter. Within 90 days of the date of this memo-
randum, the Co-Chairs of the NDRP shall, with con-
sensus of the members, complete a charter, which shall 
include any administrative policies and processes nec-
essary to ensure the NDRP can satisfy the functions 
and responsibilities described in this memorandum. 

(f) Reporting Requirements and Action Plan. Within 150 
days of the date of this memorandum, the Co-Chairs of 
the NDRP shall submit a report to the Co-Chairs of the 
Council on Climate Preparedness and Resilience estab-
lished by Executive Order 13653 of November 1, 2013. 
The report shall describe the activities undertaken and 
progress made concerning the implementation of this 
memorandum and shall include, to the extent nec-
essary and applicable, information from all NDRP par-
ticipants. Thereafter, the Co-Chairs of the NDRP shall 
provide updates on the implementation of the goals de-
scribed in section 3 of this memorandum to the Council 
on Climate Preparedness and Resilience following the 
NDRP’s quarterly meetings, and annually in the Na-
tional Preparedness Report, established in Presidential 
Policy Directive–8 or other appropriate annual reports 
submitted to the President. 

(g) Long-Term Drought Resilience Action Plan. The 
NDRP Co-Chairs, with consensus of the NDRP agencies, 
shall maintain the Long-Term Drought Resilience Fed-
eral Action Plan (the ‘‘Action Plan’’) and update the 
Action Plan as necessary. The heads of agencies par-
ticipating in the NDRP shall implement the Action 
Plan, or any successor plan or strategy promulgated by 
the NDRP to guide how agencies achieve the six 
drought resilience goals set forth in section 3 of this 
memorandum. 

SEC. 6. Regional Coordination and Implementation. 
(a) Regional Capabilities. The heads of agencies par-

ticipating in the NDRP shall establish, and utilize 
through their regional and field offices, cross-agency 
methods to coordinate Federal assistance provided to 
States, regions, tribes, and localities facing drought 
challenges. These capabilities shall be integrated with 
existing regional planning and coordination initiatives, 
including with appropriate resiliency efforts conducted 
by State, regional, tribal, and local drought stake-
holders. 

(b) Regional Engagement Coordination. In regions 
where complementary drought resilience activities are 
implemented by multiple Federal agencies, those agen-
cies shall coordinate regional outreach strategies. Fur-
ther, these agencies shall collectively coordinate re-
gional outreach and engagement efforts with the goal 
of reducing duplication of effort for State, regional, 
tribal, and local stakeholders. 

SEC. 7. Definitions. (a) ‘‘Agencies’’ means any author-
ity of the United States that is an ‘‘agency’’ under 44 
U.S.C. 3502(1), other than those considered to be inde-
pendent regulatory agencies. 

(b) ‘‘Critical infrastructure’’ has the meaning pro-
vided in section 1016(e) of the USA Patriot Act of 2001 
(42 U.S.C. 5195c(e)), namely, systems and assets, wheth-
er physical or virtual, so vital to the United States 
that the incapacity or destruction of such systems and 
assets would have a debilitating impact on security, 
national economic security, national public health or 
safety, or any combination of those matters. 

(c) ‘‘Drought’’ has the meaning provided in section 
2(1) of the National Integrated Drought Information 

System Act of 2006 (15 U.S.C. 313d note), namely, a defi-
ciency in precipitation that leads to a deficiency in 
surface or subsurface water supplies (including rivers, 
streams, wetlands, groundwater, soil moisture, res-
ervoir supplies, lake levels, and snow pack); and that 
causes or may cause substantial economic or social im-
pacts or substantial physical damage or injury to indi-
viduals, property, or the environment. 

(d) ‘‘Drought resilience’’ means the ability to antici-
pate, prepare for, and adapt to the anticipated con-
sequences of drought conditions, particularly long-
term or extreme drought. 

(e) ‘‘Resilience’’ means the ability to anticipate, pre-
pare for, and adapt to changing conditions and with-
stand, respond to, and recover rapidly from disruptions. 

SEC. 8. General Provisions. (a) This memorandum shall 
be implemented consistent with applicable laws, in-
cluding international treaties, agreements, and obliga-
tions, and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this memorandum shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to a department, 
agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This memorandum is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 

(d) The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized 
and directed to publish this memorandum in the Fed-
eral Register. 

BARACK OBAMA.

SUBCHAPTER I—DROUGHT PROGRAM 

§ 2211. Assistance during drought; water pur-
chases 

(a) Construction, management, and conservation 

Consistent with existing contractual arrange-
ments and applicable State and applicable Fed-
eral law, and without further authorization, the 
Secretary is authorized to undertake construc-
tion, management, and conservation activities 
that will minimize, or can be expected to have 
an effect in minimizing, losses and damages re-
sulting from drought conditions. Any construc-
tion activities undertaken pursuant to the au-
thority of this subsection shall be limited to 
temporary facilities designed to minimize losses 
and damages from drought conditions, except 
that wells drilled to minimize losses and dam-
ages from drought conditions may be permanent 
facilities. 

(b) Assistance to willing buyers and sellers 

In order to minimize losses and damages re-
sulting from drought conditions, the Secretary 
may provide nonfinancial assistance to willing 
buyers in their purchase of available water sup-
plies from willing sellers. 

(c) Water purchases by Bureau 

In order to minimize losses and damages re-
sulting from drought conditions, the Secretary 
may purchase water from willing sellers, includ-
ing, but not limited to, water made available by 
Federal Reclamation project contractors 
through conservation or other means with re-
spect to which the seller has reduced the con-
sumption of water. Except with respect to water 
stored, conveyed or delivered to Federal and 
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