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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘determining—’’. 

flaring oil and gas wells and required Comptroller Gen-
eral, within six months after receipt of report, to re-
view and evaluate methodology used by Secretary in 
allowing wells to be shut-in or flare natural gas and 
submit his findings and recommendations to Congress. 

§ 1862. Natural gas distribution 

(a) Expanded participation by local distribution 
companies in acquisition of leases and devel-
opment of natural gas resources 

The purpose of this section is to encourage ex-
panded participation by local distribution com-
panies in acquisition of leases and development 
of natural gas resources on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf by facilitating the transportation 
in interstate commerce of natural gas, which is 
produced from a lease located on the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf and owned, in whole or in part, by 
a local distribution company, from such lease to 
the service area of such local distribution com-
pany. 

(b) Application and issuance of certificates of 
public convenience and necessity for trans-
portation of natural gas 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
shall, after opportunity for presentation of writ-
ten and oral views, promulgate and publish in 
the Federal Register a statement of Commission 
policy which carries out the purpose of this sec-
tion and sets forth the standards under which 
the Commission will consider applications for, 
and, as appropriate, issue certificates of public 
convenience and necessity, pursuant to section 
717f of title 15, for the transportation in inter-
state commerce of natural gas, which is pro-
duced from a lease located on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf and owned, in whole or in part, by 
a local distribution company, from such lease to 
the service area of such local distribution com-
pany. Such statement of policy shall specify the 
criteria, limitations, or requirements the Com-
mission will apply in determing— 1 

(1) whether the application of any local dis-
tribution company qualifies for consideration 
under the statement of policy; and 

(2) whether the public convenience and ne-
cessity will be served by the issuance of the 
requested certificate of transportation.

Such statement of policy shall also set forth the 
terms or limitations on which the Commission 
may condition, pursuant to section 717f of title 
15, the issuance of a certificate of transportation 
under such statement of policy. To the max-
imum extent practicable, such statement shall 
be promulgated and published within one year 
after September 18, 1978. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section, the term—
(1) ‘‘local distribution company’’ means any 

person—
(A) engaged in the distribution of natural 

gas at retail, including any subsidiary or af-
filiate thereof engaged in the exploration 
and production of natural gas; and 

(B) regulated, or operated as a public util-
ity, by a State or local government or agen-
cy thereof;

(2) ‘‘interstate commerce’’ shall have the 
same meaning as such term has under section 
717a(7) of title 15; and 

(3) ‘‘Commission’’ means the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 

(Pub. L. 95–372, title VI, § 603, Sept. 18, 1978, 92 
Stat. 694.) 

§ 1863. Unlawful employment practices; regula-
tions 

Each agency or department given responsi-
bility for the promulgation or enforcement of 
regulations under this chapter or the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Lands Act [43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.] 
shall take such affirmative action as deemed 
necessary to prohibit all unlawful employment 
practices and to assure that no person shall, on 
the grounds of race, creed, color, national ori-
gin, or sex, be excluded from receiving or par-
ticipating in any activity, sale, or employment, 
conducted pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter or the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act. The agency or department shall promulgate 
such rules as it deems necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this section, and any rules promul-
gated under this section, whether through agen-
cy and department provisions or rules, shall be 
similar to those established and in effect under 
title VI and title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 [42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 95–372, title VI, § 604, Sept. 18, 1978, 92 
Stat. 695.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–372, Sept. 18, 1978, 92 
Stat. 629, known as the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act Amendments of 1978, which enacted this chapter, 
sections 1344 to 1356 of this title, and section 237 of 
Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining, amended sections 
1331 to 1334, 1337, 1340, and 1343 of this title, sections 
1456, 1456a, and 1464 of Title 16, Conservation, and sec-
tion 6213 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 
and enacted provisions set out as notes under sections 
1348 and 1811 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1801 of this title and Tables. 

The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, referred to in 
text, is act Aug. 7, 1953, ch. 345, 67 Stat. 462, which is 
classified generally to subchapter III (§ 1331 et seq.) of 
chapter 29 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 1301 of this title and Tables. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, referred to in text, is 
Pub. L. 88–352, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 241. Title VI and VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 are classified generally 
to subchapters V (§ 2000d et seq.) and VI (§ 2000e et seq.) 
of chapter 21 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2000a of Title 42 
and Tables. 

§ 1864. Disclosure of financial interests by offi-
cers and employees of Department of the In-
terior 

(a) Annual written statement 

Each officer or employee of the Department of 
the Interior who—

(1) performs any function or duty under this 
chapter or the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
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