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at least once per year to discuss management issues

within the Special Management Area. The BLM

shall not allow any new type of activity in the Spe-
cial Management Area without first conferring
with the Committee in a timely manner.

““(3) AcceEss.—The Secretary shall allow the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) Private access for any purpose, including
economic development, to lands within the bound-
aries of the Special Management Area which are
owned by third parties or are held in trust by the
Secretary for third parties pursuant to the Alaska
Native Allotment Act (256 U.S.C. 336). Such rights
may be subject to restrictions issued by the BLM to
protect subsistence uses of the Special Management
Area.

‘(B) Existing public access across the Special
Management Area. Section 1110(a) of ANILCA [16
U.S.C. 3170(a)] shall apply to the Special Manage-
ment Area.

‘“(4) SECRETARIAL ORDER AND MAPS.—The Secretary
shall file with the Committee on Resources [now
Committee on Natural Resources] of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate, the Secretarial
Order and maps setting forth the boundaries of the
Area within 90 days of the completion of the acquisi-
tion authorized by this section. Once established, this
Order may only be amended or revoked by Act of
Congress.

¢“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.”

§ 1785. Fossil Forest Research Natural Area

(a) Establishment

To conserve and protect natural values and to
provide scientific knowledge, education, and in-
terpretation for the benefit of future genera-
tions, there is established the Fossil Forest Re-
search Natural Area (referred to in this section
as the ‘“Area’), consisting of the approximately
2,770 acres in the Farmington District of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, New Mexico, as gen-
erally depicted on a map entitled ‘‘Fossil For-
est”, dated June 1983.

(b) Map and legal description
(1) In general

As soon as practicable after November 12,
1996, the Secretary of the Interior shall file a
map and legal description of the Area with the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Resources
of the House of Representatives.

(2) Force and effect

The map and legal description described in
paragraph (1) shall have the same force and ef-
fect as if included in this Act.

(3) Technical corrections

The Secretary of the Interior may correct
clerical, typographical, and cartographical er-
rors in the map and legal description subse-
quent to filing the map pursuant to paragraph
(1).

(4) Public inspection

The map and legal description shall be on

file and available for public inspection in the

Office of the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, Department of the Interior.
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(c) Management
(1) In general
The Secretary of the Interior, acting

through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, shall manage the Area—
(A) to protect the resources within the
Area; and
(B) in accordance with this Act, the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and other appli-
cable provisions of law.

(2) Mining
(A) Withdrawal

Subject to valid existing rights, the lands
within the Area are withdrawn from all
forms of appropriation under the mining
laws and from disposition under all laws per-
taining to mineral leasing, geothermal leas-
ing, and mineral material sales.

(B) Coal preference rights

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized
to issue coal leases in New Mexico in ex-
change for any preference right coal lease
application within the Area. Such exchanges
shall be made in accordance with applicable
existing laws and regulations relating to
coal leases after a determination has been
made by the Secretary that the applicant is
entitled to a preference right lease and that
the exchange is in the public interest.

(C) 0Oil and gas leases

Operations on oil and gas leases issued
prior to November 12, 1996, shall be subject
to the applicable provisions of Group 3100 of
title 43, Code of Federal Regulations (includ-
ing section 3162.5-1), and such other terms,
stipulations, and conditions as the Secretary
of the Interior considers necessary to avoid
significant disturbance of the land surface or
impairment of the natural, educational, and
scientific research values of the Area in ex-
istence on November 12, 1996.

(3) Grazing

Livestock grazing on lands within the Area
may not be permitted.

(d) Inventory

Not later than 3 full fiscal years after Novem-
ber 12, 1996, the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, shall develop a baseline inventory
of all categories of fossil resources within the
Area. After the inventory is developed, the Sec-
retary shall conduct monitoring surveys at in-
tervals specified in the management plan devel-
oped for the Area in accordance with subsection
(e).

(e) Management plan

(1) In general

Not later than 5 years after November 12,
1996, the Secretary of the Interior shall de-
velop and submit to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate and the
Committee on Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives a management plan that de-
scribes the appropriate use of the Area con-
sistent with this subsection.
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(2) Contents

The management plan shall include—

(A) a plan for the implementation of a con-
tinuing cooperative program with other
agencies and groups for—

(i) laboratory and field interpretation;
and

(ii) public education about the resources
and values of the Area (including
vertebrate fossils);

(B) provisions for vehicle management
that are consistent with the purpose of the
Area and that provide for the use of vehicles
to the minimum extent necessary to accom-
plish an individual scientific project;

(C) procedures for the excavation and col-
lection of fossil remains, including botanical
fossils, and the use of motorized and me-
chanical equipment to the minimum extent
necessary to accomplish an individual sci-
entific project; and

(D) mitigation and reclamation standards
for activities that disturb the surface to the
detriment of scenic and environmental val-
ues.

(Pub. L. 98-603, title I, §103, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat.
3156; Pub. L. 104-333, div. I, title X, §1022(e), Nov.
12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4213; Pub. L. 106-176, title I,
§124, Mar. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 30.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (b)(2) and (¢)(1)(B), is
Pub. L. 98-603, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 3155, known as the
San Juan Basin Wilderness Protection Act of 1984. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-
bles.

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976, as amended, referred to in subsec. (¢)(1)(B), is Pub.
L. 94-579, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2743, which is classified
principally to this chapter. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 1701 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

November 12, 1996, referred to in subsec. (e)(1), was in
the original ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’, which
was translated as meaning the date of enactment of
Pub. L. 104-333, which amended this section generally,
to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

Section was enacted as part of the San Juan Basin
Wilderness Protection Act of 1984, and not as part of
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976
which comprises this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106-176, §124(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Committee on Resources’ for ‘‘Committee on
Natural Resources’.

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 106-176, §124(2), which directed
amendment of par. (1) by substituting ‘‘this sub-
section” for ‘‘this Act”, was executed by making the
substitution following ‘‘consistent with”’, to reflect the
probable intent of Congress.

Pub. L. 106-176, §124(1), substituted ‘Committee on
Resources” for ““Committee on Natural Resources’.

1996—Pub. L. 104-333 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows:

‘“(a) In recognition of its paramount aesthetic, nat-
ural, scientific, educational, and paleontological val-
ues, the approximately two thousand seven hundred
and twenty acre area in the Albuquerque District of the
Bureau of Land Management, New Mexico, known as
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the ‘Fossil Forest’, as generally depicted on a map enti-
tled ‘Fossil Forest’, dated June 1983, is hereby with-
drawn, subject to valid existing rights, from all forms
of appropriation under the mining laws and from dis-
position under all laws pertaining to mineral leasing
and geothermal leasing and all amendments thereto.
The Secretary of the Interior shall administer the area
in accordance with the Federal Land Policy and Man-
agement Act and shall take such measures as are nec-
essary to ensure that no activities are permitted within
the area which would significantly disturb the land sur-
face or impair the area’s existing natural, educational,
and scientific research values, including paleontolog-
ical study, excavation, and interpretation.

‘“(b) Within one year of October 30, 1984, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall promulgate rules and regu-
lations for the administration of the Fossil Forest area
referred to in subsection (a) of this section in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Act and shall file a
copy of such rules and regulations with the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States
House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the United States Senate.

‘(c) The Bureau of Land Management is hereby di-
rected to conduct a long-range study of the Fossil For-
est to determine how best to manage the area’s re-
source values identified in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion. Within eight years of October 30, 1984, the Sec-
retary shall forward the study results and management
plan for the area to Congress. During the study period
and until Congress determines otherwise, the Fossil
Forest area shall be managed under the provisions of
this Act.”

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007.

§ 1786. Piedras Blancas Historic Light Station
(a) Definitions

In this section:

(1) Light Station

The term ‘‘Light Station’” means Piedras
Blancas Light Station.

(2) Outstanding Natural Area

The term ‘‘Outstanding Natural Area”
means the Piedras Blancas Historic Light Sta-
tion Outstanding Natural Area established
pursuant to subsection (c).

(3) Public lands

The term ‘‘public lands” has the meaning
stated in section 103(e) of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C.
1703(e)).1
(4) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary

of the Interior.
(b) Findings
Congress finds as follows:

(1) The publicly owned Piedras Blancas
Light Station has nationally recognized his-
torical structures that should be preserved for
present and future generations.

(2) The coastline adjacent to the Light Sta-
tion is internationally recognized as having

180 in original. Probably should be “‘1702(e)).”
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