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‘‘(3) the relinquishment of selections which are not 
to be conveyed; and 

‘‘(4) the survey of the exterior boundaries of the 
land to be conveyed. 
‘‘(b) CONSULTATION.—Before entering into an agree-

ment under subsection (a), the Secretary shall ensure 
that any concerns or issues identified by any Federal 
agency potentially affected are given consideration. 

‘‘(c) ERRORS.—The State, by entering into an agree-
ment under subsection (a), shall receive any gain or 
bear any loss that results from errors in prior surveys, 
protraction diagrams, or the computation of the owner-
ship of third parties on any land conveyed under an 
agreement entered into under subsection (a). 

‘‘(d) AVAILABILITY OF AGREEMENTS.—Agreements en-
tered into under subsection (a) shall be available for 
public inspection in the appropriate offices of the De-
partment of the Interior. 

‘‘(e) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section increases the 
entitlement provided to the State under Public Law 
85–508 (commonly known as the ‘Alaska Statehood 
Act’) (72 Stat. 340), or the Act of January 21, 1929 (45 
Stat. 1091, chapter 92).’’

EFFECT OF FEDERAL MINING CLAIMS 

Pub. L. 108–452, title I, § 107, Dec. 10, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3580, provided that: 

‘‘(a) CONDITIONAL RELINQUISHMENTS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To facilitate the conversion of 

Federal mining claims to State [of Alaska] mining 
claims on land selected or topfiled by the State, a 
Federal mining claimant may file with the Secretary 
[of the Interior] a voluntary relinquishment of the 
Federal mining claim conditioned on conveyance of 
the land to the State. 

‘‘(2) CONVEYANCE OF RELINQUISHED CLAIM.—The Sec-
retary may convey the land described in the relin-
quished Federal mining claim to the State if, with re-
spect to the land—

‘‘(A) the State has filed as of January 3, 1994—
‘‘(i) a selection application under Public Law 

85–508 (commonly known as the ‘Alaska State-
hood Act’) (72 Stat. 339) [set out as a note pre-
ceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories and Insu-
lar Possessions]; or 

‘‘(ii) a future selection application under sec-
tion 906(e) of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act [(]43 U.S.C. 1635(e)); and 
‘‘(B) the land addressed by the selection applica-

tion or future selection application is conveyed to 
the State. 
‘‘(3) OBLIGATIONS UNDER FEDERAL LAW.—Until the 

date on which the land is conveyed under paragraph 
(2), a Federal mining claimant shall be subject to any 
obligations relating to the land under Federal law. 

‘‘(4) NO RELINQUISHMENT.—If the land previously en-
cumbered by the relinquished Federal mining claim 
is not conveyed to the State under paragraph (2), the 
relinquishment of land under paragraph (1) shall be of 
no effect. 
‘‘(b) RIGHTS-OF-WAY; OTHER INTEREST.—On convey-

ance to the State of a relinquished Federal mining 
claim under this section, the State shall assume au-
thority over any leases, licenses, permits, rights-of-
way, operating plans, other land use authorizations, or 
reclamation obligations applicable to the relinquished 
Federal mining claim on the date of conveyance.’’

FINAL PRIORITIZATION OF STATE SELECTIONS 

Pub. L. 108–452, title IV, § 404, Dec. 10, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3593, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FILING OF FINAL PRIORITIES.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The State [of Alaska] shall, not 

later than the date that is 4 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act [Dec. 10, 2004], in accordance 
with section 906(f)(1) of the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act (43 U.S.C. 1635(f)(1)), file final 
priorities with the Secretary [of the Interior] for all 
land grant entitlements to the State which remain 
unsatisfied on the date of the filing. 

‘‘(2) RANKING.—All selection applications on file 
with the Secretary on the date specified in paragraph 
(1) shall—

‘‘(A) be ranked on a Statewide basis in order of 
priority; and 

‘‘(B) include an estimate of the acreage included 
in each selection. 
‘‘(3) INCLUSIONS.—The State shall include in the 

prioritized list land which has been top-filed under 
section 906(e) of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (43 U.S.C. 1635(e)). 

‘‘(4) ACREAGE LIMITATION.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Acreage for top-filings shall 

not be counted against the 125 percent limitation 
established under section 906(f)(1) of the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act (43 U.S.C. 
1635(f)(1)). 

‘‘(B) RELINQUISHMENT.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The State shall relinquish 

any selections that exceed the 125 percent limita-
tion. 

‘‘(ii) FAILURE TO RELINQUISH.—If the State fails 
to relinquish a selection under clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall reject the selection. 

‘‘(5) LOWER-PRIORITY SELECTIONS.—Notwithstanding 
the prioritization of selection applications under 
paragraph (1), if the Secretary reserves sufficient en-
titlements for the top-filed selections, the Secretary 
may continue to convey lower-priority selections. 
‘‘(b) DEADLINE FOR PRIORITIZATION.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The State shall irrevocably 
prioritize sufficient selections to allow the Secretary 
to complete transfer of 101,000,000 acres by September 
30, 2009. 

‘‘(2) REPRIORITIZATION.—Any selections remaining 
after September 30, 2009, may be reprioritized. 
‘‘(c) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may, 

using amounts made available to carry out this Act 
[see Short Title of 2004 Amendment note set out under 
section 1601 of this title], provide financial assistance 
to other Federal agencies, the State, and Native Cor-
porations and entities to assist in completing the 
transfer of land by September 30, 2009.’’

§ 1636. Alaska land bank 

(a) Establishment; agreements 

(1) In order to enhance the quantity and qual-
ity of Alaska’s renewable resources and to facili-
tate the coordinated management and protec-
tion of Federal, State, and Native and other pri-
vate lands, there is hereby established the Alas-
ka Land Bank Program. Any private landowner 
is authorized as provided in this section to enter 
into a written agreement with the Secretary if 
his lands adjoin, or his use of such lands would 
directly affect, Federal land, Federal and State 
land, or State land if the State is not partici-
pating in the program. Any private landowner 
described in subsection (d)(1) whose lands do not 
adjoin, or whose use of such lands would not di-
rectly affect either Federal or State lands also 
is entitled to enter into an agreement with the 
Secretary. Any private landowner whose lands 
adjoin, or whose use of such lands would directly 
affect, only State, or State and private lands, is 
authorized as provided in this section to enter 
into an agreement with the State of Alaska if 
the State is participating in the program. If the 
Secretary is the contracting party with the pri-
vate landowner, he shall afford the State an op-
portunity to participate in negotiations and be-
come a party to the agreement. An agreement 
may include all or part of the lands of any pri-
vate landowner: Provided, That no lands shall be 
included in the agreement unless the Secretary, 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph (3)’’. 

or the State, determines that the purposes of 
the program will be promoted by their inclusion. 

(2) If a private landowner consents to the in-
clusion in an agreement of the stipulations pro-
vided in subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(4), (b)(5), 
and (b)(7), and if such owner does not insist on 
any additional terms which are unacceptable to 
the Secretary or the State, as appropriate, the 
owner shall be entitled to enter into an agree-
ment pursuant to this section. If an agreement 
is not executed within one hundred and twenty 
days of the date on which a private landowner 
communicates in writing his consent to the stip-
ulations referred to in the preceding sentence, 
the appropriate Secretary or State agency head 
shall execute an agreement. Upon such execu-
tion, the private owner shall receive the benefits 
provided in subsection (c) hereof. 

(3) No agreement under this section shall be 
construed as affecting any land, or any right or 
interest in land, of any owner not a party to 
such agreement. 

(b) Terms of agreement 

Each agreement referred to in subsection (a) 
shall have an initial term of ten years, with pro-
visions, if any, for renewal for additional periods 
of five years. Such agreement shall contain the 
following terms: 

(1) The landowner shall not alienate, trans-
fer, assign, mortgage, or pledge the lands sub-
ject to the agreement except as provided in 
section 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1613(c)], or permit de-
velopment or improvement on such lands ex-
cept as provided in the agreement. For the 
purposes of this section only, each agreement 
entered into with a landowner described in 
subsection (d)(1) shall constitute a restriction 
against alienation imposed by the United 
States upon the lands subject to the agree-
ment. 

(2) Lands subject to the agreement shall be 
managed by the owner in a manner compatible 
with the management plan, if any, for the ad-
joining Federal or State lands, and with the 
requirements of this subsection. If lands sub-
ject to the agreement do not adjoin either 
Federal or State lands, they shall be managed 
in a manner compatible with the management 
plan, if any, of Federal or State lands which 
would be directly affected by the use of such 
private lands. If no such plan has been adopt-
ed, or if the use of such private lands would 
not directly affect either Federal or State 
lands, the owner shall manage such lands in 
accordance with the provisions in paragraph 
(1) of this subsection. Except as provided in 
(3) 1 of this subsection, nothing in this section 
or the management plan of any Federal or 
State agency shall be construed to require a 
private landowner to grant public access on or 
across his lands. 

(3) If the surface landowner so consents, such 
lands may be made available for local or other 
recreational use: Provided, That the refusal of 
a private landowner to permit the uses re-
ferred to in this subsection shall not be 
grounds for the refusal of the Secretary or the 

State to enter into an agreement with the 
landowner under this section. 

(4) Appropriate Federal and/or State agency 
heads shall have reasonable access to such pri-
vately owned land for purposes relating to the 
administration of the adjoining Federal or 
State lands, and to carry out their obligations 
under the agreement. 

(5) Reasonable access to such land by offi-
cers of the State shall be permitted for pur-
poses of conserving fish and wildlife. 

(6) Those services or other consideration 
which the appropriate Secretary or the State 
shall provide to the owner pursuant to sub-
section (c)(1) shall be set forth. 

(7) All or part of the lands subject to the 
agreement may be withdrawn from the Alaska 
land bank program not earlier than ninety 
days after the landowner—

(A) submits written notice thereof to the 
other parties which are signatory to the 
agreement; and 

(B) pays all Federal, State and local prop-
erty taxes and assessments which, during 
the particular term then in effect, would 
have been incurred except for the agree-
ment, together with interest on such taxes 
and assessments in an amount to be deter-
mined at the highest rate of interest charged 
with respect to delinquent property taxes by 
the Federal, State or local taxing authority, 
if any.

(8) The agreement may contain such addi-
tional terms, which are consistent with the 
provisions of this section, as seem desirable to 
the parties entering into the agreement: Pro-

vided, That the refusal of the landowner to 
agree to any additional terms shall not be 
grounds for the refusal of the Secretary or the 
State to enter into an agreement with the 
landowner under this section. 

(c) Benefits to private landowners 

(1) In addition to any requirement of applica-
ble law, the appropriate Secretary is authorized 
to provide technical and other assistance with 
respect to fire control, trespass control, re-
source and land use planning, and the protec-
tion, maintenance, and enhancement of any spe-
cial values of the land subject to the agreement, 
all with or without reimbursement as agreed 
upon by the parties, so long as the landowner is 
in compliance with the agreement. 

(2) The provision of section 21(e) of the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1620(e)] 
shall apply to all lands which are subject to an 
agreement made pursuant to this section so long 
as the parties to the agreement are in compli-
ance therewith. 

(d) Automatic protections for lands conveyed 
pursuant to Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act 

(1)(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law or doctrine of equity, all land and interests 
in land in Alaska conveyed by the Federal Gov-
ernment pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.] to a Na-
tive individual or Native Corporation or subse-
quently reconveyed by a Native Corporation 
pursuant to section 39 of that Act [43 U.S.C. 
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2 So in original. The word ‘‘provided’’ probably should not ap-

pear. 
3 So in original. The period probably should not appear. 

1629e] to a Settlement Trust or conveyed to a 
Native Corporation pursuant to an exchange au-
thorized by section 22(f) of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1621(f)] or sec-
tion 3192(h) of title 16 or other applicable law 
shall be exempt, so long as such land and inter-
ests are not developed or leased or sold to third 
parties from—

(i) adverse possession and similar claims 
based upon estoppel; 

(ii) real property taxes by any governmental 
entity; 

(iii) judgments resulting from a claim based 
upon or arising under—

(I) title 11 or any successor statute, 
(II) other insolvency or moratorium laws, 

or 
(III) other laws generally affecting credi-

tors’ rights;

(iv) judgments in any action at law or in eq-
uity to recover sums owed or penalties in-
curred by a Native Corporation or Settlement 
Trust or any employee, officer, director, or 
shareholder of such corporation or trust, un-
less this exemption is contractually waived 
prior to the commencement of such action; 
and 

(v) involuntary distributions or conveyances 
related to the involuntary dissolution of a Na-
tive Corporation or Settlement Trust.

(B) Except as otherwise provided 2 specifically 
provided, the exemptions described in subpara-
graph (A) shall apply to any claim or judgment 
existing on or arising after February 3, 1988. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—(A) For purposes of this sub-
section, the term—

(i) ‘‘Developed’’ means a purposeful modi-
fication of land, or an interest in land, from 
its original state that effectuates a condition 
of gainful and productive present use without 
further substantial modification. Any such 
modification shall be performed by the Native 
individual or Native Corporation. Surveying, 
construction of roads, providing utilities, or 
other similar actions, which are normally con-
sidered to be component parts of the develop-
ment process but do not create the condition 
described in the preceding sentence, shall not 
constitute a developed state within the mean-
ing of this clause. In order to terminate the 
exemptions listed in paragraph (1), land, or an 
interest in land, must be developed for pur-
poses other than exploration, and the exemp-
tions will be terminated only with respect to 
the smallest practicable tract actually used in 
the developed state. Any lands previously de-
veloped by third-party trespassers shall not be 
considered to have been developed.; 3 

(ii) ‘‘Exploration’’ means the examination 
and investigation of undeveloped land to de-
termine the existence of subsurface nonrenew-
able resources; and 

(iii) ‘‘Leased’’ means subjected to a grant of 
primary possession entered into for a gainful 
purpose with a determinable fee remaining in 
the hands of the grantor. With respect to a 

lease that conveys rights of exploration and 
development, the exemptions listed in para-
graph (1) shall continue with respect to that 
portion of the leased tract that is used solely 
for the purposes of exploration.

(B) For purposes of this subsection—
(i) land shall not be considered developed 

solely as a result of—
(I) the construction, installation, or place-

ment upon such land of any structure, fix-
ture, device, or other improvement intended 
to enable, assist, or otherwise further sub-
sistence uses or other customary or tradi-
tional uses of such land, or 

(II) the receipt of fees related to hunting, 
fishing, and guiding activities conducted on 
such land;

(ii) land upon which timber resources are 
being harvested shall be considered developed 
only during the period of such harvest and 
only to the extent that such land is integrally 
related to the timber harvesting operation; 

(iii) land subdivided by a State or local plat-
ting authority on the basis of a subdivision 
plat submitted by the holder of the land or its 
agent, shall be considered developed on the 
date an approved subdivision plat is recorded 
by such holder or agent unless the subdivided 
property is a remainder parcel; and 

(iv) lands or interest in lands shall not be 
considered developed or leased or sold to a 
third party as a result of an exchange or con-
veyance of such land or interest in land be-
tween or among Native Corporations and 
trusts, partnerships, corporations, or joint 
ventures, whose beneficiaries, partners, share-
holders, or joint venturers are Native Corpora-
tions.

(3) ACTION BY A TRUSTEE.—(A) Except as pro-
vided in this paragraph and in section 14(c)(3) of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act [43 
U.S.C. 1613(c)(3)] no trustee, receiver, or custo-
dian vested pursuant to applicable Federal or 
State law with a right, title, or interest of a Na-
tive individual or Native Corporation shall—

(i) assign or lease to a third party, 
(ii) commence development or use of, or 
(iii) convey to a third party,

any right, title, or interest in any land, or inter-
ests in land, subject to the exemptions described 
in paragraph (1). 

(B) The prohibitions of subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply—

(i) when the actions of such trustee, re-
ceiver, or custodian are for purposes of explo-
ration or pursuant to a judgment in law or in 
equity (or arbitration award) arising out of 
any claim made pursuant to section 7(i) or sec-
tion 14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act [43 U.S.C. 1606(i) or 1613(c)]; 

(ii) to any land, or interest in land, which 
has been—

(I) developed or leased prior to the vesting 
of the trustee, receiver, or custodian with 
the right, title, or interest of the Native Cor-
poration; or 

(II) expressly pledged as security for any 
loan or expressly committed to any commer-
cial transaction in a valid agreement; or
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(iii) to actions by any trustee whose right, 
title, or interest in land or interests in land 
arises pursuant to an agreement between or 
among Native Corporations and trusts, part-
nerships, or joint ventures whose bene-
ficiaries, partners, shareholders, or joint ven-
turers are Native Corporations.

(4) EXCLUSIONS, REATTACHMENT OF EXEMP-
TIONS.—(A) The exemptions listed in paragraph 
(1) shall not apply to any land, or interest in 
land, which is—

(i) developed or leased or sold to a third 
party; 

(ii) held by a Native Corporation in which 
neither—

(I) the Settlement Common Stock of the 
corporation, 

(II) the Settlement Common Stock of the 
corporation and other stock of the corpora-
tion held by holders of Settlement Common 
Stock, nor 

(III) the Settlement Common Stock of the 
corporation and other stock of the corpora-
tion held by holders of Settlement Common 
Stock and by Natives and descendants of Na-
tives,

represents a majority of either the total eq-
uity of the corporation or the total voting 
power of the corporation for the purposes of 
electing directors; or 

(iii) held by a Settlement Trust with respect 
to which any of the conditions set forth in sec-
tion 39 of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act [43 U.S.C. 1629e] have been violated.

(B) The exemptions described in clauses (iii), 
(iv), and (v) of paragraph (1)(A) shall not apply 
to any land, or interest in land—

(i) to the extent that such land or interest is 
expressly pledged as security for any loan or 
expressly committed to any commercial trans-
action in a valid agreement, and 

(ii) to the extent necessary to enforce a 
judgment in any action at law or in equity (or 
any arbitration award) arising out of any 
claim made pursuant to section 7(i) or section 
14(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act [43 U.S.C. 1606(i) or 1613(c)].

(C) If the exemptions listed in paragraph (1) 
are terminated with respect to land, or an inter-
est in land, as a result of development (or a 
lease to a third party), and such land, or interest 
in land, subsequently reverts to an undeveloped 
state (or the third-party lease is terminated), 
then the exemptions shall again apply to such 
land, or interest in land, in accordance with the 
provisions of this subsection. 

(5) TAX RECAPTURE UPON SUBDIVISION PLAT 
RECORDATION.—(A) Upon the recordation with an 
appropriate government authority of an ap-
proved subdivision plat submitted by, or on be-
half of, a Native individual, Native Corporation, 
or Settlement Trust with respect to land de-
scribed in paragraph (1), such individual, cor-
poration, or trust shall pay in accordance with 
this paragraph all State and local property 
taxes on the smallest practicable tract inte-
grally related to the subdivision project that 
would have been incurred by the individual, cor-
poration, or trust on such land (excluding the 

value of subsurface resources and timber) in the 
absence of the exemption described in paragraph 
(1)(A)(ii) during the thirty months prior to the 
date of the recordation of the plat. 

(B) State and local property taxes specified in 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph (together 
with interest at the rate of 5 per centum per 
annum commencing on the date of recordation 
of the subdivision plat) shall be paid in equal 
semi-annual installments over a two-year period 
commencing on the date six months after the 
date of recordation of the subdivision plat. 

(C) At least thirty days prior to final approval 
of a plat of the type described in subparagraph 
(A), the government entity with jurisdiction 
over the plat shall notify the submitting indi-
vidual, corporation, or trust of the estimated 
tax liability that would be incurred as a result 
of the recordation of the plat at the time of final 
approval. 

(6) SAVINGS.—(A) No provision of this sub-
section shall be construed to impair, or other-
wise affect, any valid contract or other obliga-
tion that was entered into prior to February 3, 
1988. 

(B) Enactment of this subsection shall not af-
fect any real property tax claim in litigation on 
February 3, 1988. 

(e) Condemnation 

All land subject to an agreement made pursu-
ant to subsection (a) and all land, and interests 
in land, conveyed or subsequently reconveyed 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.] to a Native indi-
vidual, Native Corporation, or Settlement Trust 
shall be subject to condemnation for public pur-
poses in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act and other applicable law. 

(f) Existing contracts 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
impairing, or otherwise affecting in any manner, 
any contract or other obligation which was en-
tered into prior to December 2, 1980, or which (1) 
applies to any land which is subject to an agree-
ment, and (2) was entered into before the agree-
ment becomes effective. 

(g) State jurisdiction 

Except as expressly provided in subsection (d), 
no provision of this section shall be construed as 
affecting the civil or criminal jurisdiction of the 
State of Alaska. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title IX, § 907, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2444; Pub. L. 100–241, § 11, Feb. 3, 1988, 101 
Stat. 1806; Pub. L. 105–333, §§ 1, 2, Oct. 31, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3129.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred 
to in subsecs. (d)(1)(A) and (e), is Pub. L. 92–203, Dec. 18, 
1971, 85 Stat. 688, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 33 (§ 1601 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 1601 of this title and Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is Pub. L. 96–487, 
Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known as the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 3101 of Title 16, Conservation, and 
Tables. 
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AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (d)(1)(A). Pub. L. 105–333, § 1(a), in intro-
ductory provisions, inserted ‘‘or conveyed to a Native 
Corporation pursuant to an exchange authorized by 
section 22(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act or section 3192(h) of title 16 or other applicable 
law’’ after ‘‘Settlement Trust’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(A)(i). Pub. L. 105–333, § 2(3), which di-
rected the amendment of cl. (i) by adding ‘‘Any lands 
previously developed by third-party trespassers shall 
not be considered to have been developed.’’ without 
specifying where the language was to be added, was ex-
ecuted by adding the language before the semicolon at 
the end to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 105–333, § 2(1), (2), inserted ‘‘Any such modi-
fication shall be performed by the Native individual or 
Native Corporation.’’ after ‘‘substantial modification.’’ 
and inserted a period after ‘‘developed state’’ the sec-
ond place it appeared. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(B)(iv). Pub. L. 105–333, § 1(b), added cl. 
(iv). 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 105–333, § 1(c), added cl. 
(iii). 

1988—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘subsection (d)(1)’’ for ‘‘subsection (c)(2)’’ and 
‘‘no lands shall be included’’ for ‘‘lands not owned by 
landowners described in subsection (c)(2) shall not be 
included’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(1), substituted 
‘‘subsection (d)(1)’’ for ‘‘subsection (c)(2)’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(3), amended subsec. 
(c) generally, changing structure of subsection from 
one consisting of introductory provisions and four 
numbered paragraphs to one consisting of two num-
bered paragraphs. 

Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(1), substituted ‘‘subsection (d)(1)’’ 
for ‘‘subsection (c)(2)’’ in pars. (3) and (4)(A). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(3), amended subsec. 
(d) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) read as 
follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
section, unless the landowner decides otherwise, the 
benefits specified in subsection (d)(1) shall apply to 
lands conveyed pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], or sections 1631 
and 1632 of this title for a period of three years from 
the date of conveyance or December 2, 1980, whichever 
is later: Provided, That this subsection shall not apply 
to any lands which on December 2, 1980, are the subject 
of a mortgage, pledge or other encumbrance.’’

Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(1), substituted ‘‘subsection (d)(1)’’ 
for ‘‘subsection (c)(2)’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(3), amended subsec. 
(e) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (e) read as 
follows: ‘‘The provisions of section 21(e) of the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1620(e)] shall 
apply to all lands which are subject to an agreement 
under this section so long as the parties to the agree-
ment are in compliance therewith.’’

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 100–241, § 11(4), added subsec. (g). 

§ 1637. Use of protraction diagrams 

With the agreement of the party to whom a 
patent is to be issued under this chapter, or the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 
1601 et seq.], the Secretary, in his discretion, 
may base such patent on protraction diagrams 
in lieu of field surveys. Any person or corpora-
tion receiving a patent under this chapter or the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 
1601 et seq.] on the basis of a protraction dia-
gram shall receive any gain or bear any loss of 
acreage due to errors, if any, in such protraction 
diagram. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title IX, § 909, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2447.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred 
to in text, is Pub. L. 92–203, Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 688, 
which is classified generally to chapter 33 (§ 1601 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
1601 of this title and Tables. 

§ 1638. National Environmental Policy Act 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (83 Stat. 852) [42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.] shall not 
be construed, in whole or in part, as requiring 
the preparation or submission of an environ-
mental impact statement for withdrawals, con-
veyances, regulations, orders, easement deter-
minations, or other actions which lead to the 
issuance of conveyances to Natives or Native 
Corporations, pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], or 
this Act. Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as affirming or denying the validity of 
any withdrawals by the Secretary under section 
14(h)(3) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act [43 U.S.C. 1613(h)(3)]. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title IX, § 910, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2447.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 
852, which is classified generally to chapter 55 (§ 4321 et 
seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 4321 of Title 42 
and Tables. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred 
to in text, is Pub. L. 92–203, Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 688, 
which is classified generally to chapter 33 (§ 1601 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
1601 of this title and Tables. 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known as the Alaska National Inter-
est Lands Conservation Act. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 3101 of Title 16, Conservation, and Ta-
bles. 

§ 1639. Construction with Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act 

Except as specifically provided in this Act, (i) 
the provisions of the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.] are fully ap-
plicable to this Act, and (ii) nothing in this Act 
shall be construed to alter or amend any of such 
provisions. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIV, § 1412, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2498.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known as the Alaska National Inter-
est Lands Conservation Act. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 3101 of Title 16, Conservation, and Ta-
bles. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred 
to in cl. (i), is Pub. L. 92–203, Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 688, 
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