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ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE 

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-

plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan. 

3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. c16, as required by sections 

1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set 

out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories 

and Insular Possessions. 

§ 1302. Resources seaward of Continental Shelf 

Nothing in this subchapter or subchapter II 

shall be deemed to affect in any wise the rights 

of the United States to the natural resources of 

that portion of the subsoil and seabed of the 

Continental Shelf lying seaward and outside of 

the area of lands beneath navigable waters, as 

defined in section 1301 of this title, all of which 

natural resources appertain to the United 

States, and the jurisdiction and control of which 

by the United States is confirmed. 

(May 22, 1953, ch. 65, title II, § 9, 67 Stat. 32.) 

§ 1303. Amendment, modification, or repeal of 
other laws 

Nothing in this subchapter or subchapter II 

shall be deemed to amend, modify, or repeal the 

Acts of July 26, 1866 (14 Stat. 251), July 9, 1870 (16 

Stat. 217), March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 377), June 17, 

1902 (32 Stat. 388), and December 22, 1944 (58 Stat. 

887), and Acts amendatory thereof or supple-

mentary thereto. 

(May 22, 1953, ch. 65, title II, § 7, 67 Stat. 32.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act July 26, 1866 (14 Stat. 251), referred to in text, is 

act July 26, 1866, ch. 262, 14 Stat. 251, which is not clas-

sified to the Code. 

Act July 9, 1870 (16 Stat. 217), referred to in text, is 

act July 9, 1870, ch. 235, 16 Stat. 217, which is not classi-

fied to the Code. 

Act March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 377), referred to in text, is 

act Mar. 3, 1877, ch. 107, 19 Stat. 377, as amended, popu-

larly known as the Desert Lands Act, which is classi-

fied generally to sections 321 to 323, 325, and 327 to 329 

of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Tables. 

Act June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388), referred to in text, is 

popularly known as the Reclamation Act, which is clas-

sified generally to chapter 12 (§ 371) of this title. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 371 of this title 

and Tables. 

Act December 22, 1944 (58 Stat. 887), referred to in 

text, is act Dec. 22, 1944, ch. 665, 58 Stat. 887, which en-

acted section 390 of this title, sections 460d and 825s of 

Title 16, Conservation, and sections 701–1, 701a–1, 708, 

and 709 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters, 

amended section 701b–1 of Title 33, and enacted provi-

sions set out as notes under section 701f of Title 33. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-

bles.

SUBCHAPTER II—LANDS BENEATH NAVI-
GABLE WATERS WITHIN STATE BOUND-
ARIES 

§ 1311. Rights of States 

(a) Confirmation and establishment of title and 
ownership of lands and resources; manage-
ment, administration, leasing, development, 
and use 

It is determined and declared to be in the pub-
lic interest that (1) title to and ownership of the 
lands beneath navigable waters within the 
boundaries of the respective States, and the nat-
ural resources within such lands and waters, and 
(2) the right and power to manage, administer, 
lease, develop, and use the said lands and nat-
ural resources all in accordance with applicable 
State law be, and they are, subject to the provi-
sions hereof, recognized, confirmed, established, 
and vested in and assigned to the respective 
States or the persons who were on June 5, 1950, 
entitled thereto under the law of the respective 
States in which the land is located, and the re-
spective grantees, lessees, or successors in inter-
est thereof; 

(b) Release and relinquishment of title and 
claims of United States; payment to States of 
moneys paid under leases 

(1) The United States releases and relinquishes 
unto said States and persons aforesaid, except as 
otherwise reserved herein, all right, title, and 
interest of the United States, if any it has, in 
and to all said lands, improvements, and natural 
resources; (2) the United States releases and re-
linquishes all claims of the United States, if any 
it has, for money or damages arising out of any 
operations of said States or persons pursuant to 
State authority upon or within said lands and 
navigable waters; and (3) the Secretary of the 
Interior or the Secretary of the Navy or the 
Treasurer of the United States shall pay to the 
respective States or their grantees issuing 
leases covering such lands or natural resources 
all moneys paid thereunder to the Secretary of 
the Interior or to the Secretary of the Navy or 
to the Treasurer of the United States and sub-
ject to the control of any of them or to the con-
trol of the United States on May 22, 1953, except 
that portion of such moneys which (1) is re-
quired to be returned to a lessee; or (2) is de-
ductible as provided by stipulation or agreement 
between the United States and any of said 
States; 

(c) Leases in effect on June 5, 1950

The rights, powers, and titles hereby recog-
nized, confirmed, established, and vested in and 
assigned to the respective States and their 
grantees are subject to each lease executed by a 
State, or its grantee, which was in force and ef-
fect on June 5, 1950, in accordance with its terms 
and provisions and the laws of the State issuing, 
or whose grantee issued, such lease, and such 
rights, powers, and titles are further subject to 
the rights herein now granted to any person 
holding any such lease to continue to maintain 
the lease, and to conduct operations thereunder, 
in accordance with its provisions, for the full 
term thereof, and any extensions, renewals, or 
replacements authorized therein, or heretofore 
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