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there shall be formed an Acid Precipitation 
Task Force (hereafter in this subchapter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Task Force’’), of which the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
Administrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration shall be joint chair-
men. The remaining membership of the Task 
Force shall consist of—

(1) one representative each from the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, the Department 
of Commerce, the Department of Energy, the 
Department of State, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the Council 
on Environmental Quality, the National 
Science Foundation, and the Tennessee Valley 
Authority; 

(2) the director of the Argonne National Lab-
oratory, the director of the Brookhaven Na-
tional Laboratory, the director of the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, and the director of 
the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory; 
and 

(3) four additional members to be appointed 
by the President. 

(b) Research management consortium; member-
ship, responsibilities, etc. 

The four National Laboratories (referred to in 
subsection (a)(2)) shall constitute a research 
management consortium having the responsibil-
ities described in section 8903(b)(13) of this title 
as well as the general responsibilities required 
by their representation on the Task Force. In 
carrying out these responsibilities the consor-
tium shall report to, and act pursuant to direc-
tion from, the joint chairmen of the Task Force. 

(c) Director of research program 

The Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration shall serve as 
the director of the research program established 
by this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VII, § 703, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 771.) 

§ 8903. Comprehensive research plan 

(a) Preparation by Task Force for ten-year pro-
gram; purposes 

The Task Force shall prepare a comprehensive 
research plan for the ten-year program (here-
after in this subchapter referred to as the ‘‘com-
prehensive plan’’), setting forth a coordinated 
program (1) to identify the causes and effects of 
acid precipitation and (2) to identify actions to 
limit or ameliorate the harmful effects of acid 
precipitation. 

(b) Scope 

The comprehensive plan shall include pro-
grams for—

(1) identifying the sources of atmospheric 
emissions contributing to acid precipitation; 

(2) establishing and operating a nationwide 
long-term monitoring network to detect and 
measure levels of acid precipitation; 

(3) research in atmospheric physics and 
chemistry to facilitate understanding of the 
processes by which atmospheric emissions are 
transformed into acid precipitation; 

(4) development and application of atmos-
pheric transport models to enable prediction 
of long-range transport of substances causing 
acid precipitation; 

(5) defining geographic areas of impact 
through deposition monitoring, identification 
of sensitive areas, and identification of areas 
at risk; 

(6) broadening of impact data bases through 
collection of existing data on water and soil 
chemistry and through temporal trend anal-
ysis; 

(7) development of dose-response functions 
with respect to soils, soil organisms, aquatic 
and amphibious organisms, crop plants, and 
forest plants; 

(8) establishing and carrying out system 
studies with respect to plant physiology, 
aquatic ecosystems, soil chemistry systems, 
soil microbial systems, and forest ecosystems; 

(9) economic assessments of (A) the environ-
mental impacts caused by acid precipitation 
on crops, forests, fisheries, and recreational 
and aesthetic resources and structures, and (B) 
alternative technologies to remedy or other-
wise ameliorate the harmful effects which 
may result from acid precipitation; 

(10) documenting all current Federal activi-
ties related to research on acid precipitation 
and ensuring that such activities are coordi-
nated in ways that prevent needless duplica-
tion and waste of financial and technical re-
sources; 

(11) effecting cooperation in acid precipita-
tion research and development programs, on-
going and planned, with the affected and con-
tributing States and with other sovereign na-
tions having a commonality of interest; 

(12) subject to subsection (f)(1), management 
by the Task Force of financial resources com-
mitted to Federal acid precipitation research 
and development; 

(13) subject to subsection (f)(2), management 
of the technical aspects of Federal acid pre-
cipitation research and development pro-
grams, including but not limited to (A) the 
planning and management of research and de-
velopment programs and projects, (B) the se-
lection of contractors and grantees to carry 
out such programs and projects, and (C) the es-
tablishment of peer review procedures to as-
sure the quality of research and development 
programs and their products; and 

(14) analyzing the information available re-
garding acid precipitation in order to formu-
late and present periodic recommendations to 
the Congress and the appropriate agencies 
about actions to be taken by these bodies to 
alleviate acid precipitation and its effects. 

(c) Procedures applicable 

The comprehensive plan—
(1) shall be submitted in draft form to the 

Congress, and for public review, within six 
months after June 30, 1980; 

(2) shall be available for public comment for 
a period of sixty days after its submission in 
draft form under paragraph (1); 

(3) shall be submitted in final form, incor-
porating such needed revisions as arise from 
comments received during the review period, 
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to the President and the Congress within 
forty-five days after the close of the period al-
lowed for comments on the draft comprehen-
sive plan under paragraph (2); and 

(4) shall constitute the basis on which re-
quests for authorizations and appropriations 
are to be made for the nine fiscal years fol-
lowing the fiscal year in which the comprehen-
sive plan is submitted in final form under 
paragraph (3). 

(d) Convening of Task Force 

The Task Force shall convene as necessary, 
but no less than twice during each fiscal year of 
the ten-year period covered by the comprehen-
sive plan. 

(e) Submission of annual report to President and 
Congress by Task Force 

The Task Force shall submit to the President 
and the Congress by January 15 of each year an 
annual report which shall detail the progress of 
the research program under this subchapter and 
which shall contain such recommendations as 
are developed under subsection (b)(14). 

(f) Applicability of other statutory provisions to 
Task Force or plan 

(1) Subsection (b)(12) shall not be construed as 
modifying, or as authorizing the Task Force or 
the comprehensive plan to modify, any provision 
of an appropriation Act (or any other provision 
of law relating to the use of appropriated funds) 
which specifies (A) the department or agency to 
which funds are appropriated, or (B) the obliga-
tions of such department or agency with respect 
to the use of such funds. 

(2) Subsection (b)(13) shall not be construed as 
modifying, or as authorizing the Task Force or 
the comprehensive plan to modify, any provision 
of law (relating to or involving a department or 
agency) which specifies (A) procurement prac-
tices for the selection, award, or management of 
contracts or grants by such department or agen-
cy, or (B) program activities, limitations, obli-
gations, or responsibilities of such department 
or agency. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VII, § 704, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 771.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in subsec. (e) of this section relating to the require-
ment that the Task Force submit an annual report to 
Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, 
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money 
and Finance, and the 1st item on page 153 of House Doc-
ument No. 103–7. 

§ 8904. Implementation of comprehensive plan; 
new or existing regulatory authorities, etc., 
not granted or modified 

(a) The comprehensive plan shall be carried 
out during the nine fiscal years following the 
fiscal year in which the comprehensive plan is 
submitted in its final form under section 
8903(c)(3) of this title; and—

(1) shall be carried out in accord with, and 
meet the program objectives specified in, 
paragraphs (1) through (11) of section 8903(b) of 
this title; 

(2) shall be managed in accord with para-
graphs (12) through (14) of such section; and 

(3) shall be funded by annual appropriations, 
subject to annual authorizations which shall 
be made for each fiscal year of the program (as 
provided in section 8905 of this title) after the 
submission of the Task Force progress report 
which under section 8903(e) of this title is re-
quired to be submitted by January 15 of the 
calendar year in which such fiscal year begins.

(b) Nothing in this subchapter shall be deemed 
to grant any new regulatory authority or to 
limit, expand, or otherwise modify any regu-
latory authority under existing law, or to estab-
lish new criteria, standards, or requirements for 
regulation under existing law. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VII, § 705, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 773.) 

§ 8905. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) For the purpose of establishing the Task 
Force and developing the comprehensive plan 
under section 8903 of this title there is author-
ized to be appropriated to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration for fiscal year 
1981 the sum of $5,000,000 to remain available 
until expended. 

(b) Authorizations of appropriations for the 
nine fiscal years following the fiscal year in 
which the comprehensive plan is submitted in 
final form under section 8903(c)(3) of this title, 
for purposes of carrying out the comprehensive 
ten-year program established by section 8902(a) 
of this title and implementing the comprehen-
sive plan under sections 8903 and 8904 of this 
title, shall be provided on an annual basis in au-
thorization Acts hereafter enacted; but the total 
sum of dollars authorized for such purposes for 
such nine fiscal years shall not exceed $45,000,000 
except as may be specifically provided by ref-
erence to this paragraph in the authorization 
Acts involved. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VII, § 706, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 773.) 

§ 8906. Updated data base on acid content in pre-
cipitation; new monitoring site not required 

(a)(1) The National Weather Service of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
shall maintain an updated data base describing 
the acid content in precipitation in the United 
States, using information from Federal acid pre-
cipitation monitoring sites. 

(2) Such data shall be available to interested 
parties by Weather Service Forecast Offices in 
the National Weather Service, or through such 
other facilities or means as the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Weather Services, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, shall di-
rect, for those areas of the United States where 
and at such time as such information is pres-
ently available, within 120 days after November 
17, 1988. 

(3) Where other Federal agencies collect such 
data in the course of carrying out their statu-
tory missions, the heads of those agencies and 
the Administrator of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration shall arrange for 
the transfer of such data to the National Weath-
er Service. 
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