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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 8522. Out-of-State vehicles to be exempted from 
odd-even motor fuel purchase restrictions 

(a) General rule 

Notwithstanding any provision of any Federal, 
State, or local law, any odd-even fuel purchase 
plan in effect in any State may not prohibit the 
sale of motor fuel to any person for use in a ve-
hicle bearing a license plate issued by any au-
thority other than that State or a State contig-
uous to that State. 

(b) ‘‘Odd-even fuel purchase plan’’ defined 

For purposes of this section the term ‘‘odd-
even fuel purchase plan’’ means any motor fuel 
sales restriction under which a person may pur-
chase motor fuel for use in any vehicle only on 
days (or other periods of time) determined on 
the basis of a number or letter appearing on the 
license plate of that vehicle (or on any similar 
basis). 

(Pub. L. 96–102, title II, § 222, Nov. 5, 1979, 93 Stat. 
767.)

SUBCHAPTER III—STUDIES 

§ 8531. Study and report 

(a) Study of commercial and industrial storage of 
fuel 

Not later than 180 days after November 5, 1979, 
the Secretary shall conduct a study and report 
to the Congress regarding the commercial and 
industrial storage of gasoline and middle dis-
tillates (other than storage in facilities which 
have capacities of less than 500 gallons or stor-
age used exclusively and directly for agricul-
tural, residential, petroleum refining, or pipe-
line transportation purposes). 

(b) Contents of report 

Such report shall—
(1) indicate to what extent storage activities 

have increased since November 1, 1978, and 
what business establishments (including utili-
ties) have been involved; 

(2) the estimated amount of gasoline and 
middle distillates (in the aggregate and by 
type and region) which are in storage within 
the United States at the time of the study, the 
amounts which were in storage at the same 
time during the calendar year preceding the 
study, and the purposes for which such storage 
is maintained; and 

(3) contain such findings and recommenda-
tions for legislation and administrative action 
as the Secretary considers appropriate, includ-
ing recommendations for improving the avail-
ability and quality of data concerning such 
storage. 

(Pub. L. 96–102, title II, § 241, Nov. 5, 1979, 93 Stat. 
768.) 

§ 8532. Middle distillate monitoring program 

(a) Monitoring program 

(1) Not later than 60 days after November 5, 
1979, the Secretary shall establish and maintain 
a data collection program for monitoring, at the 
refining, wholesale, and retail levels, the supply 
and demand levels of middle distillates on a 
periodic basis in each State. 

(2) The program to be established under para-
graph (1) shall provide for—

(A) the prompt collection of relevant de-
mand and supply data under the authority 
available to the Secretary under other law; 
and 

(B) the submission to Congress of periodic 
reports each containing a concise narrative 
analysis of the most recent data which the 
Secretary determines are accurate, and a dis-
cussion on a State-by-State basis of trends in 
such data which the Secretary determines are 
significant.

(3) All data and information collected under 
this program shall be available to the Congress 
and committees of the Congress, and, in accord-
ance with otherwise applicable law, to appro-
priate State and Federal agencies and the pub-
lic. 

(4) Nothing in this subsection authorizes the 
direct or indirect regulation of the price of any 
middle distillate. 

(5) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘middle distillate’’ has the same meaning as 
given that term in section 211.51 of title 10, Code 
of Federal Regulations, as in effect on November 
5, 1979. 

(b) Report 

Before December 31, 1979, the President shall 
submit a report to Congress in which the Presi-
dent shall examine the middle distillate situa-
tion, summarizing the data, information, and 
analyses described in subsection (a) and dis-
cussing in detail matters required to be ad-
dressed in findings made pursuant to section 
760a(d)(1) 1 of title 15. 

(Pub. L. 96–102, title II, § 242, Nov. 5, 1979, 93 Stat. 
768.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 760a of title 15, referred to in subsec. (b), was 
omitted from the Code pursuant to section 760g of Title 
15, Commerce and Trade, which provided for the expira-
tion of the President’s authority under that section on 
Sept. 30, 1981.

SUBCHAPTER IV—ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS 

§ 8541. Administration 

(a) Information 

(1) The Secretary shall use the authority pro-
vided under section 796 of title 15 for the collec-
tion of such information as may be necessary for 
the enforcement of the provisions of subchapters 
I and II of this chapter. 

(2) In carrying out his responsibilities under 
this chapter, the Secretary shall insure that 
timely and adequate information concerning the 
supplies, pricing, and distribution of motor fuels 
(and other energy sources which are the subject 
of targets in effect under section 8511 of this 
title) is obtained, analyzed, and made available 
to the public. Any Federal agency having re-
sponsibility for collection of such information 
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