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ment of Energy, and may direct the director of 
each facility under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Energy, to appoint a technology 
partnership ombudsman to hear and help resolve 
complaints from outside organizations regarding 
the policies and actions of each such laboratory 
or facility with respect to technology partner-
ships (including cooperative research and devel-
opment agreements), patents, and technology li-
censing. 

(b) Qualifications 

An ombudsman appointed under subsection (a) 
shall be a senior official of the national labora-
tory or facility who is not involved in day-to-
day technology partnerships, patents, or tech-
nology licensing, or, if appointed from outside 
the laboratory or facility, function as such a 
senior official. 

(c) Duties 

Each ombudsman appointed under subsection 
(a) shall—

(1) serve as the focal point for assisting the 
public and industry in resolving complaints 
and disputes with the national laboratory or 
facility regarding technology partnerships, 
patents, and technology licensing; 

(2) promote the use of collaborative alter-
native dispute resolution techniques such as 
mediation to facilitate the speedy and low-
cost resolution of complaints and disputes, 
when appropriate; and 

(3) report quarterly on the number and na-
ture of complaints and disputes raised, along 
with the ombudsman’s assessment of their res-
olution, consistent with the protection of con-
fidential and sensitive information, to—

(A) the Secretary; 
(B) the Administrator for Nuclear Secu-

rity; 
(C) the Director of the Office of Dispute 

Resolution of the Department of Energy; and 
(D) the employees of the Department re-

sponsible for the administration of the con-
tract for the operation of each national lab-
oratory or facility that is a subject of the re-
port, for consideration in the administration 
and review of that contract. 

(Pub. L. 106–404, § 11, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1749.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Technology Trans-
fer Commercialization Act of 2000, and not as part of 
the Department of Energy Organization Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

§ 7262. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–206, title V, § 502, 
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3002

Section, Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 652, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 
Stat. 601, authorized Secretary to accept gifts, be-
quests, and devises of property for purpose of aiding or 
facilitating work of Department.

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 104–206, which directed the repeal of 42 U.S.C. 
7262, was executed by repealing section 652 of Pub. L. 
95–91, which was classified to this section, to reflect the 
probable intent of Congress. 

§ 7263. Capital fund 

The Secretary is authorized to establish a 
working capital fund, to be available without 
fiscal year limitation, for expenses necessary for 
the maintenance and operation of such common 
administrative services as he shall find to be de-
sirable in the interests of economy and effi-
ciency, including such services as a central sup-
ply service for stationery and other supplies and 
equipment for which adequate stocks may be 
maintained to meet in whole or in part the re-
quirements of the Department and its agencies; 
central messenger, mail, telephone, and other 
communications services; office space, central 
services for document reproduction, and for 
graphics and visual aids; and a central library 
service. The capital of the fund shall consist of 
any appropriations made for the purpose of pro-
viding capital (which appropriations are hereby 
authorized) and the fair and reasonable value of 
such stocks of supplies, equipment, and other 
assets and inventories on order as the Secretary 
may transfer to the fund, less the related liabil-
ities and unpaid obligations. Such funds shall be 
reimbursed in advance from available funds of 
agencies and offices in the Department, or from 
other sources, for supplies and services at rates 
which will approximate the expense of oper-
ation, including the accrual of annual leave and 
the depreciation of equipment. The fund shall 
also be credited with receipts from sale or ex-
change of property and receipts in payment for 
loss or damage to property owned by the fund. 
There shall be covered into the United States 
Treasury as miscellaneous receipts any surplus 
found in the fund (all assets, liabilities, and 
prior losses considered) above the amounts 
transferred or appropriated to establish and 
maintain said fund. There shall be transferred to 
the fund the stocks of supplies, equipment, 
other assets, liabilities, and unpaid obligations 
relating to the services which he determines will 
be performed through the fund. Appropriations 
to the fund, in such amounts as may be nec-
essary to provide additional working capital, are 
authorized. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 653, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
601.) 

§ 7264. Seal of Department 

The Secretary shall cause a seal of office to be 
made for the Department of such design as he 
shall approve and judicial notice shall be taken 
of such seal. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 654, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
602.) 

§ 7265. Regional Energy Advisory Boards 

(a) Establishment; membership 

The Governors of the various States may es-
tablish Regional Energy Advisory Boards for 
their regions with such membership as they may 
determine. 

(b) Observers 

Representatives of the Secretary, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality, the Commandant of the Coast 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

Guard and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall be entitled to 
participate as observers in the deliberations of 
any Board established pursuant to subsection (a) 
of this section. The Federal Cochairman of the 
Appalachian Regional Commission or any re-
gional commission under title V of the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act [42 
U.S.C. 3181 et seq.] shall be entitled to partici-
pate as an observer in the deliberations of any 
such Board which contains one or more States 
which are members of such Commission. 

(c) Recommendations of Board 

Each Board established pursuant to subsection 
(a) may make such recommendations as it deter-
mines to be appropriate to programs of the De-
partment having a direct effect on the region. 

(d) Notice of reasons not to adopt recommenda-
tions 

If any Regional Advisory Board makes specific 
recommendations pursuant to subsection (c), 
the Secretary shall, if such recommendations 
are not adopted in the implementation of the 
program, notify the Board in writing of his rea-
sons for not adopting such recommendations. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 655, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
602.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Public Works and Economic Development Act, 
referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 89–136, Aug. 26, 1965, 
79 Stat. 552. Title V of the Public Works and Economic 
Development Act was classified generally to sub-
chapter V (§ 3181 et seq.) of chapter 38 of this title prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 97–35, title XVIII, § 1821(a)(8), Aug. 
13, 1981, 95 Stat. 766. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 3121 of this title and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 7266. Designation of conservation officers 

The Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Secretary of Transportation, 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
the Interior, the United States Postal Service, 
and the Administrator of General Services shall 
each designate one Assistant Secretary or As-
sistant Administrator, as the case may be, as 
the principal conservation officer of such De-
partment or of the Administration. Such des-
ignated principal conservation officer shall be 
principally responsible for planning and imple-
mentation of energy conservation programs by 
such Department or Administration and prin-
cipally responsible for coordination with the De-
partment of Energy with respect to energy mat-

ters. Each agency, Department or Administra-
tion required to designate a principal conserva-
tion officer pursuant to this section shall peri-
odically inform the Secretary of the identity of 
such conservation officer, and the Secretary 
shall periodically publish a list identifying such 
officers. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 656, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
602.) 

§ 7267. Annual report 

The Secretary shall, as soon as practicable 
after the end of each fiscal year, commencing 
with the first complete fiscal year following Oc-
tober 1, 1977, make a report to the President for 
submission to the Congress on the activities of 
the Department during the preceding fiscal 
year. Such report shall include a statement of 
the Secretary’s goals, priorities, and plans for 
the Department, together with an assessment of 
the progress made toward the attainment of 
those goals, the effective and efficient manage-
ment of the Department and progress made in 
coordination of its functions with other depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Government. 
In addition, such report shall include the infor-
mation required by section 774 of title 15, sec-
tion 6325(c) of this title, section 10224(c) of this 
title, section 5877 of this title, and section 5914 1 
of this title, and shall include: 

(1) projected energy needs of the United 
States to meet the requirements of the gen-
eral welfare of the people of the United States 
and the commercial and industrial life of the 
Nation, including a comprehensive summary 
of data pertaining to all fuel and energy needs 
of residents of the United States residing in—

(A) areas outside standard metropolitan 
statistical areas; and 

(B) areas within such areas which are un-
incorporated or are specified by the Bureau 
of the Census, Department of Commerce, as 
rural areas;

(2) an estimate of (A) the domestic and for-
eign energy supply on which the United States 
will be expected to rely to meet such needs in 
an economic manner with due regard for the 
protection of the environment, the conserva-
tion of natural resources, and the implementa-
tion of foreign policy objectives, and (B) the 
quantities of energy expected to be provided 
by different sources (including petroleum, nat-
ural and synthetic gases, coal, uranium, hy-
droelectric, solar, and other means) and the 
expected means of obtaining such quantities; 

(3) current and foreseeable trends in the 
price, quality, management, and utilization of 
energy resources and the effects of those 
trends on the social, environmental, economic, 
and other requirements of the Nation; 

(4) a summary of research and development 
efforts funded by the Federal Government to 
develop new technologies, to forestall energy 
shortages, to reduce waste, to foster recycling, 
to encourage conservation practices, and to 
increase efficiency; and further such summary 
shall include a description of the activities the 
Department is performing in support of envi-
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