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set out as a note under section 2511 of Title 50, War and 
National Defense, see sections 2406 and 2481 of Title 50. 

§ 7159. Transfer to Department of Transportation 

Notwithstanding section 7151(a) of this title, 
there are transferred to, and vested in, the Sec-
retary of Transportation all of the functions 
vested in the Administrator of the Federal En-
ergy Administration by section 6361(b)(1)(B) of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title III, § 310, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
582.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—FEDERAL ENERGY 
REGULATORY COMMISSION 

§ 7171. Appointment and administration 

(a) Federal Energy Regulatory Commission; es-
tablishment 

There is established within the Department an 
independent regulatory commission to be known 
as the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

(b) Composition; term of office; conflict of inter-
est; expiration of terms 

(1) The Commission shall be composed of five 
members appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. One 
of the members shall be designated by the Presi-
dent as Chairman. Members shall hold office for 
a term of 5 years and may be removed by the 
President only for inefficiency, neglect of duty, 
or malfeasance in office. Not more than three 
members of the Commission shall be members of 
the same political party. Any Commissioner ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the 
expiration of the term for which his predecessor 
was appointed shall be appointed only for the re-
mainder of such term. A Commissioner may con-
tinue to serve after the expiration of his term 
until his successor is appointed and has been 
confirmed and taken the oath of Office, except 
that such Commissioner shall not serve beyond 
the end of the session of the Congress in which 
such term expires. Members of the Commission 
shall not engage in any other business, vocation, 
or employment while serving on the Commis-
sion. 

(2) Notwithstanding the third sentence of 
paragraph (1), the terms of members first taking 
office after April 11, 1990, shall expire as follows: 

(A) In the case of members appointed to suc-
ceed members whose terms expire in 1991, one 
such member’s term shall expire on June 30, 
1994, and one such member’s term shall expire 
on June 30, 1995, as designated by the Presi-
dent at the time of appointment. 

(B) In the case of members appointed to suc-
ceed members whose terms expire in 1992, one 
such member’s term shall expire on June 30, 
1996, and one such member’s term shall expire 
on June 30, 1997, as designated by the Presi-
dent at the time of appointment. 

(C) In the case of the member appointed to 
succeed the member whose term expires in 
1993, such member’s term shall expire on June 
30, 1998. 

(c) Duties and responsibilities of Chairman 

The Chairman shall be responsible on behalf of 
the Commission for the executive and adminis-

trative operation of the Commission, including 
functions of the Commission with respect to (1) 
the appointment and employment of hearing ex-
aminers in accordance with the provisions of 
title 5, (2) the selection, appointment, and fixing 
of the compensation of such personnel as he 
deems necessary, including an executive direc-
tor, (3) the supervision of personnel employed by 
or assigned to the Commission, except that each 
member of the Commission may select and su-
pervise personnel for his personal staff, (4) the 
distribution of business among personnel and 
among administrative units of the Commission, 
and (5) the procurement of services of experts 
and consultants in accordance with section 3109 
of title 5. The Secretary shall provide to the 
Commission such support and facilities as the 
Commission determines it needs to carry out its 
functions. 

(d) Supervision and direction of members, em-
ployees, or other personnel of Commission 

In the performance of their functions, the 
members, employees, or other personnel of the 
Commission shall not be responsible to or sub-
ject to the supervision or direction of any offi-
cer, employee, or agent of any other part of the 
Department. 

(e) Designation of Acting Chairman; quorum; 
seal 

The Chairman of the Commission may des-
ignate any other member of the Commission as 
Acting Chairman to act in the place and stead of 
the Chairman during his absence. The Chairman 
(or the Acting Chairman in the absence of the 
Chairman) shall preside at all sessions of the 
Commission and a quorum for the transaction of 
business shall consist of at least three members 
present. Each member of the Commission, in-
cluding the Chairman, shall have one vote. Ac-
tions of the Commission shall be determined by 
a majority vote of the members present. The 
Commission shall have an official seal which 
shall be judicially noticed. 

(f) Rules 

The Commission is authorized to establish 
such procedural and administrative rules as are 
necessary to the exercise of its functions. Until 
changed by the Commission, any procedural and 
administrative rules applicable to particular 
functions over which the Commission has juris-
diction shall continue in effect with respect to 
such particular functions. 

(g) Powers of Commission 

In carrying out any of its functions, the Com-
mission shall have the powers authorized by the 
law under which such function is exercised to 
hold hearings, sign and issue subpenas, admin-
ister oaths, examine witnesses, and receive evi-
dence at any place in the United States it may 
designate. The Commission may, by one or more 
of its members or by such agents as it may des-
ignate, conduct any hearing or other inquiry 
necessary or appropriate to its functions, except 
that nothing in this subsection shall be deemed 
to supersede the provisions of section 556 of title 
5 relating to hearing examiners. 

(h) Principal office of Commission 

The principal office of the Commission shall 
be in or near the District of Columbia, where its 
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