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“This title (hereinafter in this title referred to as ‘this
Act’), together with the following table of contents,
may be cited as the ‘Solid Waste Disposal Act’’’ [table
of contents omitted].

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON MATERIALS POLICY

Pub. L. 91-512, title II, §§201-206, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 Stat.
1234, known as the ‘‘National Materials Policy Act of
1970, provided for the establishment of the National
Commission on Materials Policy to make a full inves-
tigation and study for the purpose of developing a na-
tional materials policy to utilize present resources and
technology more efficiently and to anticipate the fu-
ture materials requirements of the Nation and the
world, the Commission to submit to the President and
Congress a report on its findings and recommendations
no later than June 30, 1973, ninety days after the sub-
mission of which it should cease to exist.

Executive Documents

FEDERAL COMPLIANCE WITH POLLUTION CONTROL
STANDARDS
For provisions relating to the responsibility of the
head of each Executive agency for compliance with ap-
plicable pollution control standards, see Ex. Ord. No.
12088, Oct. 13, 1978, 43 F.R. 47707, set out as a note under
section 4321 of this title.

§6901a. Congressional findings: used oil recy-
cling

The Congress finds and declares that—

(1) used oil is a valuable source of increas-
ingly scarce energy and materials;

(2) technology exists to re-refine, reprocess,
reclaim, and otherwise recycle used oil;

(3) used oil constitutes a threat to public
health and the environment when reused or
disposed of improperly; and

that, therefore, it is in the national interest to
recycle used oil in a manner which does not con-
stitute a threat to public health and the envi-
ronment and which conserves energy and mate-
rials.

(Pub. L. 96-463, §2, Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2055.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION
Section was enacted as part of the Used Oil Recycling

Act of 1980, and not as part of the Solid Waste Disposal
Act which comprises this chapter.

§ 6902. Objectives and national policy
(a) Objectives

The objectives of this chapter are to promote
the protection of health and the environment
and to conserve valuable material and energy
resources by—

(1) providing technical and financial assist-
ance to State and local governments and
interstate agencies for the development of
solid waste management plans (including re-
source recovery and resource conservation
systems) which will promote improved solid
waste management techniques (including
more effective organizational arrangements),
new and improved methods of collection, sepa-
ration, and recovery of solid waste, and the en-
vironmentally safe disposal of nonrecoverable
residues;

(2) providing training grants in occupations
involving the design, operation, and mainte-
nance of solid waste disposal systems;
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(3) prohibiting future open dumping on the
land and requiring the conversion of existing
open dumps to facilities which do not pose a
danger to the environment or to health;
(4) assuring that hazardous waste manage-
ment practices are conducted in a manner
which protects human health and the environ-
ment;
(5) requiring that hazardous waste be prop-
erly managed in the first instance thereby re-
ducing the need for corrective action at a fu-
ture date;
(6) minimizing the generation of hazardous
waste and the land disposal of hazardous waste
by encouraging process substitution, mate-
rials recovery, properly conducted recycling
and reuse, and treatment;
(7) establishing a viable Federal-State part-
nership to carry out the purposes of this chap-
ter and insuring that the Administrator will,
in carrying out the provisions of subchapter
III of this chapter, give a high priority to as-
sisting and cooperating with States in obtain-
ing full authorization of State programs under
subchapter III;
(8) providing for the promulgation of guide-
lines for solid waste collection, transport, sep-
aration, recovery, and disposal practices and
systems;
(9) promoting a national research and devel-
opment program for improved solid waste
management and resource conservation tech-
niques, more effective organizational arrange-
ments, and new and improved methods of col-
lection, separation, and recovery, and recy-
cling of solid wastes and environmentally safe
disposal of nonrecoverable residues;
(10) promoting the demonstration, construc-
tion, and application of solid waste manage-
ment, resource recovery, and resource con-
servation systems which preserve and enhance
the quality of air, water, and land resources;
and
(11) establishing a cooperative effort among
the Federal, State, and local governments and
private enterprise in order to recover valuable
materials and energy from solid waste.
(b) National policy

The Congress hereby declares it to be the na-
tional policy of the United States that, wher-
ever feasible, the generation of hazardous waste
is to be reduced or eliminated as expeditiously
as possible. Waste that is nevertheless generated
should be treated, stored, or disposed of so as to
minimize the present and future threat to
human health and the environment.

(Pub. L. 89-272, title II, §1003, as added Pub. L.
94-580, §2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2798; amended
Pub. L. 98-616, title I, §101(b), Nov. 8, 1984, 98
Stat. 3224.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3251 of this title, prior to the general
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L.
94-580.

AMENDMENTS

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-616, §101(b)(1), designated
existing provisions as subsec. (a).
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Subsec. (a)(4) to (11). Pub. L. 98-616, §101(b)(2), struck
out par. (4) which provided for regulating the treat-
ment, storage, transportation, and disposal of haz-
ardous wastes which have adverse effects on health and
the environment, added pars. (4) to (7), and redesig-
nated former pars. (5) to (8) as (8) to (11), respectively.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-616, §101(b)(1), added subsec.
().

§ 6903. Definitions

As used in this chapter:

(1) The term ‘‘Administrator’” means the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

(2) The term ‘‘construction,” with respect to
any project of construction under this chapter,
means (A) the erection or building of new struc-
tures and acquisition of lands or interests there-
in, or the acquisition, replacement, expansion,
remodeling, alteration, modernization, or exten-
sion of existing structures, and (B) the acquisi-
tion and installation of initial equipment of, or
required in connection with, new or newly ac-
quired structures or the expanded, remodeled,
altered, modernized or extended part of existing
structures (including trucks and other motor ve-
hicles, and tractors, cranes, and other machin-
ery) necessary for the proper utilization and op-
eration of the facility after completion of the
project; and includes preliminary planning to
determine the economic and engineering feasi-
bility and the public health and safety aspects
of the project, the engineering, architectural,
legal, fiscal, and economic investigations and
studies, and any surveys, designs, plans, work-
ing drawings, specifications, and other action
necessary for the carrying out of the project,
and (C) the inspection and supervision of the
process of carrying out the project to comple-
tion.

(2A) The term ‘‘demonstration’” means the ini-
tial exhibition of a new technology process or
practice or a significantly new combination or
use of technologies, processes or practices, sub-
sequent to the development stage, for the pur-
pose of proving technological feasibility and
cost effectiveness.

(3) The term ‘‘disposal’ means the discharge,
deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or
placing of any solid waste or hazardous waste
into or on any land or water so that such solid
waste or hazardous waste or any constituent
thereof may enter the environment or be emit-
ted into the air or discharged into any waters,
including ground waters.

(4) The term ‘‘Federal agency’ means any de-
partment, agency, or other instrumentality of
the Federal Government, any independent agen-
cy or establishment of the Federal Government
including any Government corporation, and the
Government Publishing Office.

(5) The term ‘‘hazardous waste’ means a solid
waste, or combination of solid wastes, which be-
cause of its quantity, concentration, or phys-
ical, chemical, or infectious characteristics
may—

(A) cause, or significantly contribute to an
increase in mortality or an increase in serious
irreversible, or incapacitating reversible, ill-
ness; or

(B) pose a substantial present or potential
hazard to human health or the environment

”
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when improperly treated, stored, transported,
or disposed of, or otherwise managed.

(6) The term ‘‘hazardous waste generation”
means the act or process of producing hazardous
waste.

(7) The term ‘‘hazardous waste management’
means the systematic control of the collection,
source separation, storage, transportation, proc-
essing, treatment, recovery, and disposal of haz-
ardous wastes.

(8) For purposes of Federal financial assist-
ance (other than rural communities assistance),
the term ‘“‘implementation’ does not include the
acquisition, leasing, construction, or modifica-
tion of facilities or equipment or the acquisi-
tion, leasing, or improvement of land.

(9) The term ‘‘intermunicipal agency’ means
an agency established by two or more munici-
palities with responsibility for planning or ad-
ministration of solid waste.

(10) The term ‘‘interstate agency’ means an
agency of two or more municipalities in dif-
ferent States, or an agency established by two
or more States, with authority to provide for
the management of solid wastes and serving two
or more municipalities located in different
States.

(11) The term ‘‘long-term contract’’ means,
when used in relation to solid waste supply, a
contract of sufficient duration to assure the via-
bility of a resource recovery facility (to the ex-
tent that such viability depends upon solid
waste supply).

(12) The term ‘“‘manifest’ means the form used
for identifying the quantity, composition, and
the origin, routing, and destination of hazardous
waste during its transportation from the point
of generation to the point of disposal, treat-
ment, or storage.

(13) The term ‘‘municipality’” (A) means a
city, town, borough, county, parish, district, or
other public body created by or pursuant to
State law, with responsibility for the planning
or administration of solid waste management,
or an Indian tribe or authorized tribal organiza-
tion or Alaska Native village or organization,
and (B) includes any rural community or unin-
corporated town or village or any other public
entity for which an application for assistance is
made by a State or political subdivision thereof.

(14) The term ‘“‘open dump’’ means any facility
or site where solid waste is disposed of which is
not a sanitary landfill which meets the criteria
promulgated under section 6944 of this title and
which is not a facility for disposal of hazardous
waste.

(15) The term ‘‘person’ means an individual,
trust, firm, joint stock company, corporation
(including a government corporation), partner-
ship, association, State, municipality, commis-
sion, political subdivision of a State, or any
interstate body and shall include each depart-
ment, agency, and instrumentality of the United
States.

(16) The term ‘‘procurement item’ means any
device, good, substance, material, product, or
other item whether real or personal property
which is the subject of any purchase, barter, or
other exchange made to procure such item.

(17) The term ‘‘procuring agency’’ means any
Federal agency, or any State agency or agency
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