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“This title (hereinafter in this title referred to as ‘this
Act’), together with the following table of contents,
may be cited as the ‘Solid Waste Disposal Act’’’ [table
of contents omitted].

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON MATERIALS POLICY

Pub. L. 91-512, title II, §§201-206, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 Stat.
1234, known as the ‘‘National Materials Policy Act of
1970, provided for the establishment of the National
Commission on Materials Policy to make a full inves-
tigation and study for the purpose of developing a na-
tional materials policy to utilize present resources and
technology more efficiently and to anticipate the fu-
ture materials requirements of the Nation and the
world, the Commission to submit to the President and
Congress a report on its findings and recommendations
no later than June 30, 1973, ninety days after the sub-
mission of which it should cease to exist.

Executive Documents

FEDERAL COMPLIANCE WITH POLLUTION CONTROL
STANDARDS
For provisions relating to the responsibility of the
head of each Executive agency for compliance with ap-
plicable pollution control standards, see Ex. Ord. No.
12088, Oct. 13, 1978, 43 F.R. 47707, set out as a note under
section 4321 of this title.

§6901a. Congressional findings: used oil recy-
cling

The Congress finds and declares that—

(1) used oil is a valuable source of increas-
ingly scarce energy and materials;

(2) technology exists to re-refine, reprocess,
reclaim, and otherwise recycle used oil;

(3) used oil constitutes a threat to public
health and the environment when reused or
disposed of improperly; and

that, therefore, it is in the national interest to
recycle used oil in a manner which does not con-
stitute a threat to public health and the envi-
ronment and which conserves energy and mate-
rials.

(Pub. L. 96-463, §2, Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2055.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION
Section was enacted as part of the Used Oil Recycling

Act of 1980, and not as part of the Solid Waste Disposal
Act which comprises this chapter.

§ 6902. Objectives and national policy
(a) Objectives

The objectives of this chapter are to promote
the protection of health and the environment
and to conserve valuable material and energy
resources by—

(1) providing technical and financial assist-
ance to State and local governments and
interstate agencies for the development of
solid waste management plans (including re-
source recovery and resource conservation
systems) which will promote improved solid
waste management techniques (including
more effective organizational arrangements),
new and improved methods of collection, sepa-
ration, and recovery of solid waste, and the en-
vironmentally safe disposal of nonrecoverable
residues;

(2) providing training grants in occupations
involving the design, operation, and mainte-
nance of solid waste disposal systems;
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(3) prohibiting future open dumping on the
land and requiring the conversion of existing
open dumps to facilities which do not pose a
danger to the environment or to health;
(4) assuring that hazardous waste manage-
ment practices are conducted in a manner
which protects human health and the environ-
ment;
(5) requiring that hazardous waste be prop-
erly managed in the first instance thereby re-
ducing the need for corrective action at a fu-
ture date;
(6) minimizing the generation of hazardous
waste and the land disposal of hazardous waste
by encouraging process substitution, mate-
rials recovery, properly conducted recycling
and reuse, and treatment;
(7) establishing a viable Federal-State part-
nership to carry out the purposes of this chap-
ter and insuring that the Administrator will,
in carrying out the provisions of subchapter
III of this chapter, give a high priority to as-
sisting and cooperating with States in obtain-
ing full authorization of State programs under
subchapter III;
(8) providing for the promulgation of guide-
lines for solid waste collection, transport, sep-
aration, recovery, and disposal practices and
systems;
(9) promoting a national research and devel-
opment program for improved solid waste
management and resource conservation tech-
niques, more effective organizational arrange-
ments, and new and improved methods of col-
lection, separation, and recovery, and recy-
cling of solid wastes and environmentally safe
disposal of nonrecoverable residues;
(10) promoting the demonstration, construc-
tion, and application of solid waste manage-
ment, resource recovery, and resource con-
servation systems which preserve and enhance
the quality of air, water, and land resources;
and
(11) establishing a cooperative effort among
the Federal, State, and local governments and
private enterprise in order to recover valuable
materials and energy from solid waste.
(b) National policy

The Congress hereby declares it to be the na-
tional policy of the United States that, wher-
ever feasible, the generation of hazardous waste
is to be reduced or eliminated as expeditiously
as possible. Waste that is nevertheless generated
should be treated, stored, or disposed of so as to
minimize the present and future threat to
human health and the environment.

(Pub. L. 89-272, title II, §1003, as added Pub. L.
94-580, §2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2798; amended
Pub. L. 98-616, title I, §101(b), Nov. 8, 1984, 98
Stat. 3224.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3251 of this title, prior to the general
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L.
94-580.

AMENDMENTS

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-616, §101(b)(1), designated
existing provisions as subsec. (a).
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