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Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992, and not as part of the Energy Conservation and 
Production Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 6808. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated—
(1) not to exceed $40,000,000 for each of the 

fiscal years 1979 and 1980 to carry out section 
6807 of this title (relating to State utility reg-
ulatory assistance); 

(2) not to exceed $10,000,000 for each of the 
fiscal years 1979 and 1980 to carry out section 
6805 of this title (relating to State offices of 
consumer services); and 

(3) not to exceed $8,000,000 for the fiscal year 
1979, and $10,000,000 for the fiscal year 1980 to 
carry out section 6804(1)(B) of this title (relat-
ing to innovative rate structures). 

(Pub. L. 94–385, title II, § 208, as added Pub. L. 
95–617, title II, § 142, Nov. 9, 1978, 92 Stat. 3134.)

SUBCHAPTER II—ENERGY CONSERVATION 
STANDARDS FOR NEW BUILDINGS 

§ 6831. Congressional findings and purpose 

(a) The Congress finds that—
(1) large amounts of fuel and energy are con-

sumed unnecessarily each year in heating, 
cooling, ventilating, and providing domestic 
hot water for newly constructed residential 
and commercial buildings because such build-
ings lack adequate energy conservation fea-
tures; 

(2) Federal voluntary performance standards 
for newly constructed buildings can prevent 
such waste of energy, which the Nation can no 
longer afford in view of its current and antici-
pated energy shortage; 

(3) the failure to provide adequate energy 
conservation measures in newly constructed 
buildings increases long-term operating costs 
that may affect adversely the repayment of, 
and security for, loans made, insured, or guar-
anteed by Federal agencies or made by feder-
ally insured or regulated instrumentalities; 
and 

(4) State and local building codes or similar 
controls can provide an existing means by 
which to assure, in coordination with other 
building requirements and with a minimum of 
Federal interference in State and local trans-
actions, that newly constructed buildings con-
tain adequate energy conservation features.

(b) The purposes of this subchapter, therefore, 
are to—

(1) redirect Federal policies and practices to 
assure that reasonable energy conservation 
features will be incorporated into new com-
mercial and residential buildings receiving 
Federal financial assistance; 

(2) provide for the development and imple-
mentation, as soon as practicable, of vol-
untary performance standards for new residen-
tial and commercial buildings which are de-
signed to achieve the maximum practicable 
improvements in energy efficiency and in-
creases in the use of nondepletable sources of 
energy; and 

(3) encourage States and local governments 
to adopt and enforce such standards through 
their existing building codes and other con-
struction control mechanisms, or to apply 
them through a special approval process. 

(Pub. L. 94–385, title III, § 302, Aug. 14, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1144; Pub. L. 97–35, title X, § 1041(a), Aug. 
13, 1981, 95 Stat. 621.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Subsecs. (a)(2), (b)(2). Pub. L. 97–35 inserted 
‘‘voluntary’’ before ‘‘performance standards’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–35 effective Aug. 13, 1981, 
see section 1038 of Pub. L. 97–35, set out as a note under 
section 6240 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of this subchapter as the ‘‘Energy Con-
servation Standards for New Buildings Act of 1976’’, see 
section 301 of Pub. L. 94–385, set out as a note under sec-
tion 6801 of this title. 

§ 6832. Definitions 

Except as otherwise provided, in this sub-
chapter: 

(1) Omitted 
(2) The term ‘‘building’’ means any structure 

to be constructed which includes provision for 
a heating or cooling system, or both, or for a 
hot water system. 

(3) The term ‘‘building code’’ means a legal 
instrument which is in effect in a State or 
unit of general purpose local government, the 
provisions of which must be adhered to if a 
building is to be considered to be in conform-
ance with law and suitable for occupancy and 
use. 

(4) The term ‘‘commercial building’’ means 
any building other than a residential building, 
including any building developed for industrial 
or public purposes. 

(5) The term ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any 
department, agency, corporation, or other en-
tity or instrumentality of the executive 
branch of the Federal Government, including 
the United States Postal Service, the Federal 
National Mortgage Association, and the Fed-
eral Home Loan Mortgage Corporation. 

(6) The term ‘‘Federal building’’ means any 
building to be constructed by, or for the use 
of, any Federal agency. Such term shall in-
clude buildings built for the purpose of being 
leased by a Federal agency, and privatized 
military housing. 

(7) The term ‘‘Federal financial assistance’’ 
means (A) any form of loan, grant, guarantee, 
insurance, payment, rebate, subsidy, or any 
other form of direct or indirect Federal assist-
ance (other than general or special revenue 
sharing or formula grants made to States) ap-
proved by any Federal officer or agency; or (B) 
any loan made or purchased by any bank, sav-
ings and loan association, or similar institu-
tion subject to regulation by the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System, the 
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