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(2) Definition of debar

In this subsection, the term ‘‘debar’ has the
meaning given the term in section 4654(c) of
title 10.

(Pub. L. 106-390, title III, §306, Oct. 30, 2000, 114
Stat. 1574; Pub. L. 109-295, title VI, §612(c), Oct.
4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1410; Pub. L. 117-81, div. A, title
XVII, §1702(j)(4), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2159.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 106-390,
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1552, known as the Disaster Miti-
gation Act of 2000. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2000 Amendment
note set out under section 5121 of this title and Tables.

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is
Pub. L. 93-288, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 143, which is classi-
fied principally to this chapter. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 5121 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

In subsec. (a), ‘‘chapter 83 of title 41’ substituted for
references to the Buy American Act on authority of
Pub. L. 111-350, §6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which
Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts.

Section was enacted as part of the Disaster Mitiga-
tion Act of 2000, and not as part of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
which comprises this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 117-81 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 4654(c)”’ for ‘‘section 2393(c)’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

““Administrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency’’ and ‘‘Administrator’” substituted for
“Director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’” and ‘‘Director’, respectively, in subsec. (b)(1)
on authority of section 612(c) of Pub. L. 109-295, set out
as a note under section 313 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity. Any reference to the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency in title VI of Pub. L.
109-295 or an amendment by title VI to be considered to
refer and apply to the Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency until Mar. 31, 2007, see sec-
tion 612(f)(2) of Pub. L. 109-295, set out as a note under
section 313 of Title 6.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1)
of Title 6, Domestic Security.

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto,
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and
sections 551(d), 5562(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§5207. Firearms policies
(a) Prohibition on confiscation of firearms

No officer or employee of the United States
(including any member of the uniformed serv-
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ices), or person operating pursuant to or under
color of Federal law, or receiving Federal funds,
or under control of any Federal official, or pro-
viding services to such an officer, employee, or
other person, while acting in support of relief
from a major disaster or emergency, may—
(1) temporarily or permanently seize, or au-
thorize seizure of, any firearm the possession
of which is not prohibited under Federal,
State, or local law, other than for forfeiture in
compliance with Federal law or as evidence in
a criminal investigation;
(2) require registration of any firearm for
which registration is not required by Federal,
State, or local law;
(3) prohibit possession of any firearm, or
promulgate any rule, regulation, or order pro-
hibiting possession of any firearm, in any
place or by any person where such possession
is not otherwise prohibited by Federal, State,
or local law; or
(4) prohibit the carrying of firearms by any
person otherwise authorized to carry firearms
under Federal, State, or local law, solely be-
cause such person is operating under the direc-
tion, control, or supervision of a Federal agen-
cy in support of relief from the major disaster
or emergency.
(b) Limitation

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit any person in subsection (a) from re-
quiring the temporary surrender of a firearm as
a condition for entry into any mode of transpor-
tation used for rescue or evacuation during a
major disaster or emergency, provided that such
temporarily surrendered firearm is returned at
the completion of such rescue or evacuation.
(c) Private rights of action

(1) In general

Any individual aggrieved by a violation of
this section may seek relief in an action at
law, suit in equity, or other proper proceeding
for redress against any person who subjects
such individual, or causes such individual to
be subjected, to the deprivation of any of the
rights, privileges, or immunities secured by
this section.

(2) Remedies

In addition to any existing remedy in law or
equity, under any law, an individual aggrieved
by the seizure or confiscation of a firearm in
violation of this section may bring an action
for return of such firearm in the United States
district court in the district in which that in-
dividual resides or in which such firearm may
be found.

(3) Attorney fees

In any action or proceeding to enforce this
section, the court shall award the prevailing
party, other than the United States, a reason-
able attorney’s fee as part of the costs.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title VII, §706, as added Pub. L.
109-295, title V, §557, Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1391.)

§5208. Repealed. Pub. L. 112-74, div. D, title III,
Dec. 23, 2011, 125 Stat. 963

Section, Pub. L. 110-161, div. E, title III, Dec. 26, 2007,
121 Stat. 2064, related to Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency monthly Disaster Relief reports.
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§5301. Congressional findings and declaration of
purpose

(a) Critical social, economic, and environmental
problems facing Nation’s urban communities

The Congress finds and declares that the Na-
tion’s cities, towns, and smaller urban commu-
nities face critical social, economic, and envi-
ronmental problems arising in significant meas-
ure from—

(1) the growth of population in metropolitan
and other urban areas, and the concentration
of persons of lower income in central cities;

(2) inadequate public and private investment
and reinvestment in housing and other phys-
ical facilities, and related public and social
services, resulting in the growth and persist-
ence of urban slums and blight and the
marked deterioration of the quality of the
urban environment; and

(3) increasing energy costs which have seri-
ously undermined the quality and overall ef-
fectiveness of local community and housing
development activities.

(b) Establishment and maintenance of viable
urban communities; systematic and sus-
tained action by Federal, State, and local
governments; expansion of and continuity in
Federal assistance; increased private invest-
ment; streamlining programs and improve-
ment of functioning of agencies; action to ad-
dress consequences of scarce fuel supplies

The Congress further finds and declares that
the future welfare of the Nation and the well-
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being of its citizens depend on the establishment

and maintenance of viable urban communities

as social, economic, and political entities, and
require—

(1) systematic and sustained action by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments to elimi-
nate blight, to conserve and renew older urban
areas, to improve the living environment of
low- and moderate-income families, and to de-
velop new centers of population growth and
economic activity;

(2) substantial expansion of and greater con-
tinuity in the scope and level of Federal as-
sistance, together with increased private in-
vestment in support of community develop-
ment activities;

(3) continuing effort at all levels of govern-
ment to streamline programs and improve the
functioning of agencies responsible for plan-
ning, implementing, and evaluating commu-
nity development efforts; and

(4) concerted action by Federal, State, and
local governments to address the economic
and social hardships borne by communities as
a consequence of scarce fuel supplies.

(c) Decent housing, suitable living environment,
and economic opportunities for persons of
low and moderate income; community devel-
opment activities which may be supported
by Federal assistance

The primary objective of this chapter and of
the community development program of each
grantee under this chapter is the development of
viable urban communities, by providing decent
housing and a suitable living environment and
expanding economic opportunities, principally
for persons of low and moderate income. Con-
sistent with this primary objective, not less
than 70 percent of the aggregate of the Federal
assistance provided to States and units of gen-
eral local government under section 5306 of this
title and, if applicable, the funds received as a
result of a guarantee or a grant under section
5308 of this title, shall be used for the support of
activities that benefit persons of low and mod-
erate income, and the Federal assistance pro-
vided in this chapter is for the support of com-
munity development activities which are di-
rected toward the following specific objectives—

(1) the elimination of slums and blight and
the prevention of blighting influences and the
deterioration of property and neighborhood
and community facilities of importance to the
welfare of the community, principally persons
of low and moderate income;

(2) the elimination of conditions which are
detrimental to health, safety, and public wel-
fare, through code enforcement, demolition,
interim rehabilitation assistance, and related
activities;

(3) the conservation and expansion of the Na-
tion’s housing stock in order to provide a de-
cent home and a suitable living environment
for all persons, but principally those of low
and moderate income;

(4) the expansion and improvement of the
quantity and quality of community services,
principally for persons of low and moderate in-
come, which are essential for sound commu-
nity development and for the development of
viable urban communities;
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