
Page 6462TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE§ 5196a 

‘‘(ii) affect any other agreement in effect before 
the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 17, 2004] 
among the States and localities, including the 
Emergency Management Assistance Compact. 

‘‘(4) RIGHTS DESCRIBED.—Other than as described in 
this section, the rights and responsibilities of the 
parties to a mutual aid agreement entered into under 
this section shall be as described in the mutual aid 
agreement. 

‘‘(c) DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The District of Columbia may 
purchase liability and indemnification insurance or 
become self insured against claims arising under a 
mutual aid agreement authorized under this section. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be 
necessary to carry out paragraph (1). 

‘‘(d) LIABILITY AND ACTIONS AT LAW.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any responding party or its offi-
cers, employees, or agents rendering aid or failing to 
render aid to the District of Columbia, the Federal 
Government, the State of Maryland, the Common-
wealth of Virginia, or a locality, under a mutual aid 
agreement authorized under this section, and any 
party or its officers, employees, or agents engaged in 
training activities with another party under such a 
mutual aid agreement, shall be liable on account of 
any act or omission of its officers, employees, or 
agents while so engaged or on account of the mainte-
nance or use of any related equipment, facilities, or 
supplies, but only to the extent permitted under the 
laws and procedures of the State of the party ren-
dering aid. 

‘‘(2) ACTIONS.—Any action brought against a party 
or its officers, employees, or agents on account of an 
act or omission in the rendering of aid to the District 
of Columbia, the Federal Government, the State of 
Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a local-
ity, or failure to render such aid or on account of the 
maintenance or use of any related equipment, facili-
ties, or supplies may be brought only under the laws 
and procedures of the State of the party rendering aid 
and only in the Federal or State courts located there-
in. Actions against the United States under this sec-
tion may be brought only in Federal courts. 

‘‘(3) IMMUNITIES.—This section shall not abrogate 
any other immunities from liability that any party 
has under any other Federal or State law. 

‘‘(e) WORKERS COMPENSATION.—

‘‘(1) COMPENSATION.—Each party shall provide for 
the payment of compensation and death benefits to 
injured members of the emergency forces of that 
party and representatives of deceased members of 
such forces if such members sustain injuries or are 
killed while rendering aid to the District of Colum-
bia, the Federal Government, the State of Maryland, 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a locality, under a 
mutual aid agreement, or engaged in training activi-
ties under a mutual aid agreement, in the same man-
ner and on the same terms as if the injury or death 
were sustained within their own jurisdiction. 

‘‘(2) OTHER STATE LAW.—No party shall be liable 
under the law of any State other than its own for pro-
viding for the payment of compensation and death 
benefits to injured members of the emergency forces 
of that party and representatives of deceased mem-
bers of such forces if such members sustain injuries 
or are killed while rendering aid to the District of Co-
lumbia, the Federal Government, the State of Mary-
land, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a locality, 
under a mutual aid agreement or engaged in training 
activities under a mutual aid agreement. 

‘‘(f) LICENSES AND PERMITS.—If any person holds a li-
cense, certificate, or other permit issued by any re-
sponding party evidencing the meeting of qualifica-
tions for professional, mechanical, or other skills and 
assistance is requested by a receiving jurisdiction, such 
person will be deemed licensed, certified, or permitted 
by the receiving jurisdiction to render aid involving 

such skill to meet a public service event, emergency or 
training for any such events.’’

PILOT PROGRAM TO STUDY DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF BUILDINGS TO MINIMIZE EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR EX-
PLOSIONS 

Pub. L. 96–342, title VII, § 704, Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1090, required the Director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to establish a pilot program of de-
signing and constructing buildings able to withstand 
nuclear explosions and to submit a report to Congress 
on the establishment of the pilot program no later than 
Apr. 1, 1981. 

§ 5196a. Mutual aid pacts between States and 
neighboring countries 

The Administrator shall give all practicable 
assistance to States in arranging, through the 
Department of State, mutual emergency pre-
paredness aid between the States and neigh-
boring countries. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 612, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3105; amended Pub. L. 111–351, 
§ 3(c)(2), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3864.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 2283 of the former Appendix to Title 
50, War and National Defense, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–337, § 3412(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–351 substituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for 
‘‘Director’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 5196b. Contributions for personnel and admin-
istrative expenses 

(a) General authority 

To further assist in carrying out the purposes 
of this subchapter, the Administrator may make 
financial contributions to the States (including 
interstate emergency preparedness authorities 
established pursuant to section 5196(h) of this 
title) for necessary and essential State and local 
emergency preparedness personnel and adminis-
trative expenses, on the basis of approved plans 
(which shall be consistent with the Federal 
emergency response plans for emergency pre-
paredness) for the emergency preparedness of 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘sections’’. 2 So in original. Two subsecs. (h) have been enacted. 

the States. The financial contributions to the 
States under this section may not exceed one-
half of the total cost of such necessary and es-
sential State and local emergency preparedness 
personnel and administrative expenses. 

(b) Plan requirements 

A plan submitted under this section shall—
(1) provide, pursuant to State law, that the 

plan shall be in effect in all political subdivi-
sions of the State and be mandatory on them 
and be administered or supervised by a single 
State agency; 

(2) provide that the State shall share the fi-
nancial assistance with that provided by the 
Federal Government under this section from 
any source determined by it to be consistent 
with State law; 

(3) provide for the development of State and 
local emergency preparedness operational 
plans, including a catastrophic incident annex, 
pursuant to standards approved by the Admin-
istrator; 

(4) provide for the employment of a full-time 
emergency preparedness director, or deputy 
director, by the State; 

(5) provide that the State shall make such 
reports in such form and content as the Ad-
ministrator may require; 

(6) make available to duly authorized rep-
resentatives of the Administrator and the 
Comptroller General, books, records, and pa-
pers necessary to conduct audits for the pur-
poses of this section; and 

(7) include a plan for providing information 
to the public in a coordinated manner. 

(c) Catastrophic incident annex 

(1) Consistency 

A catastrophic incident annex submitted 
under subsection (b)(3) shall be—

(A) modeled after the catastrophic inci-
dent annex of the National Response Plan; 
and 

(B) consistent with the national prepared-
ness goal established under section 743 of 
title 6, the National Incident Management 
System, the National Response Plan, and 
other related plans and strategies. 

(2) Consultation 

In developing a catastrophic incident annex 
submitted under subsection (b)(3), a State 
shall consult with and seek appropriate com-
ments from local governments, emergency re-
sponse providers, locally governed multijuris-
dictional councils of government, and regional 
planning commissions. 

(d) Terms and conditions 

The Administrator shall establish such other 
terms and conditions as the Administrator con-
siders necessary and proper to carry out this 
section. 

(e) Application of other provisions 

In carrying out this section, the provisions of 
section 1 5196(h) and 5197(h) of this title shall 
apply. 

(f) Allocation of funds 

For each fiscal year concerned, the Adminis-
trator shall allocate to each State, in accord-

ance with regulations and the total sum appro-
priated under this subchapter, amounts to be 
made available to the States for the purposes of 
this section. Regulations governing allocations 
to the States under this subsection shall give 
due regard to (1) the criticality of the areas 
which may be affected by hazards with respect 
to the development of the total emergency pre-
paredness readiness of the United States, (2) the 
relative state of development of emergency pre-
paredness readiness of the State, (3) population, 
and (4) such other factors as the Administrator 
shall prescribe. The Administrator may reallo-
cate the excess of any allocation not used by a 
State in a plan submitted under this section. 
Amounts paid to any State or political subdivi-
sion under this section shall be expended solely 
for the purposes set forth in this section. 

(g) Standards for State and local emergency pre-
paredness operational plans 

In approving standards for State and local 
emergency preparedness operational plans pur-
suant to subsection (b)(3), the Administrator 
shall ensure that such plans take into account 
the needs of individuals with household pets and 
service animals prior to, during, and following a 
major disaster or emergency. 

(h) 2 Submission of plan 

If a State fails to submit a plan for approval 
as required by this section within 60 days after 
the Administrator notifies the States of the al-
locations under this section, the Administrator 
may reallocate such funds, or portions thereof, 
among the other States in such amounts as, in 
the judgment of the Administrator, will best as-
sure the adequate development of the emergency 
preparedness capability of the United States. 

(h) 2 Annual reports 

The Administrator shall report annually to 
the Congress all contributions made pursuant to 
this section. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 613, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3106; amended Pub. L. 107–188, title 
I, § 151, June 12, 2002, 116 Stat. 630; Pub. L. 
109–295, title VI, § 631, Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1420; 
Pub. L. 109–308, § 2, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1725; 
Pub. L. 111–351, § 3(c)(2), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 
3864.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section 631(2) of Pub. L. 109–295, which directed 
amendment of this section ‘‘by redesignating sub-
sections (c) through (g) and subsections (d) through (h), 
respectively’’, was executed by redesignating subsecs. 
(c) to (g) as (d) to (h), respectively, to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 2286 of the former Appendix to Title 
50, War and National Defense, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–337, § 3412(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–351 substituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for 
‘‘Director’’ wherever appearing. 
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2006—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–295, § 631(1), inserted 
‘‘including a catastrophic incident annex,’’ after 
‘‘plans,’’. 

Subsecs. (c) to (f). Pub. L. 109–295, § 631(2), (3), added 
subsec. (c) and redesignated former subsecs. (c) to (e) as 
(d) to (f), respectively. Former subsec. (f) redesignated 
(g). See Codification note above. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–308, § 2(2), added subsec. (g). 
Former subsec. (g) relating to submission of plan redes-
ignated (h). 

Pub. L. 109–295, § 631(2), redesignated subsec. (f) as (g). 
Former subsec. (g) relating to annual reports redesig-
nated (h). See Codification note above. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 109–308, § 2(1), redesignated sub-
sec. (g) relating to submission of plan as (h). 

Pub. L. 109–295, § 631(2), redesignated subsec. (g) relat-
ing to annual reports as (h). See Codification note 
above. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 107–188 added par. (7).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 5196c. Grants for construction of emergency op-
erations centers 

(a) Grants 

The Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency may make grants to States 
and Indian tribal governments under this sub-
chapter for equipping, upgrading, and con-
structing State, local, and Tribal emergency op-
erations centers. 

(b) Federal share 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
subchapter, the Federal share of the cost of an 
activity carried out using amounts from grants 
made under this section shall not exceed 75 per-
cent. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 614, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3107; amended Pub. L. 110–53, title 
II, § 202, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 295; Pub. L. 
117–251, § 11(a), Dec. 20, 2022, 136 Stat. 2358.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 2288 of the former Appendix to Title 
50, War and National Defense, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–337, § 3412(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117–251 inserted ‘‘and Indian 
tribal governments’’ after ‘‘grants to States’’ and sub-
stituted ‘‘State, local, and Tribal’’ for ‘‘State and 
local’’. 

2007—Pub. L. 110–53 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this subchapter, funds appro-
priated to carry out this subchapter may not be used 
for the purpose of constructing emergency operating 
centers (or similar facilities) in any State unless such 
State matches in an equal amount the amount made 
available to such State under this subchapter for such 
purpose.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–251, § 11(b), Dec. 20, 2022, 136 Stat. 2358, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by subsection (a) 
[amending this section] shall apply with respect to 
amounts appropriated on or after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 20, 2022].’’

NON-FEDERAL COST SHARE 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. K, title IV, § 419, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 526, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding 42 U.S.C. 
5196c, amounts provided in Public Law 107–117 [see Ta-
bles for classification] and subsequent appropriations 
Acts for the construction of emergency operations cen-
ters (or similar facilities) shall only require a 25 per-
cent non-Federal cost share.’’

§ 5196d. Use of funds to prepare for and respond 
to hazards 

Funds made available to the States under this 
subchapter may be used by the States for the 
purposes of preparing for hazards and providing 
emergency assistance in response to hazards. 
Regulations prescribed to carry out this section 
shall authorize the use of emergency prepared-
ness personnel, materials, and facilities sup-
ported in whole or in part through contributions 
under this subchapter for emergency prepared-
ness activities and measures related to hazards. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title VI, § 615, as added Pub. L. 
103–337, div. C, title XXXIV, § 3411(a)(3), Oct. 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3107.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 2289 of the former Appendix to Title 
50, War and National Defense, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
103–337, § 3412(a). 

§ 5196e. Radiological Emergency Preparedness 
Fund 

There is hereby established in the Treasury a 
Radiological Emergency Preparedness Fund, 
which shall be available under the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 [42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.], as 
amended, and Executive Order 12657, for offsite 
radiological emergency planning, preparedness, 
and response. Beginning in fiscal year 1999 and 
thereafter, the Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) shall 
promulgate through rulemaking fees to be as-
sessed and collected, applicable to persons sub-
ject to FEMA’s radiological emergency pre-
paredness regulations. The aggregate charges 
assessed pursuant to this section during fiscal 
year 1999 shall not be less than 100 percent of the 
amounts anticipated by FEMA necessary for its 
radiological emergency preparedness program 
for such fiscal year. The methodology for assess-
ment and collection of fees shall be fair and eq-
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