§5196a

‘(ii) affect any other agreement in effect before
the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 17, 2004]
among the States and localities, including the
Emergency Management Assistance Compact.

‘“(4) RIGHTS DESCRIBED.—Other than as described in
this section, the rights and responsibilities of the
parties to a mutual aid agreement entered into under
this section shall be as described in the mutual aid
agreement.

“‘(¢) DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The District of Columbia may
purchase liability and indemnification insurance or
become self insured against claims arising under a
mutual aid agreement authorized under this section.

‘“(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be
necessary to carry out paragraph (1).
¢“(d) LIABILITY AND ACTIONS AT LAW.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any responding party or its offi-
cers, employees, or agents rendering aid or failing to
render aid to the District of Columbia, the Federal
Government, the State of Maryland, the Common-
wealth of Virginia, or a locality, under a mutual aid
agreement authorized under this section, and any
party or its officers, employees, or agents engaged in
training activities with another party under such a
mutual aid agreement, shall be liable on account of
any act or omission of its officers, employees, or
agents while so engaged or on account of the mainte-
nance or use of any related equipment, facilities, or
supplies, but only to the extent permitted under the
laws and procedures of the State of the party ren-
dering aid.

‘(2) ACTIONS.—Any action brought against a party
or its officers, employees, or agents on account of an
act or omission in the rendering of aid to the District
of Columbia, the Federal Government, the State of
Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a local-
ity, or failure to render such aid or on account of the
maintenance or use of any related equipment, facili-
ties, or supplies may be brought only under the laws
and procedures of the State of the party rendering aid
and only in the Federal or State courts located there-
in. Actions against the United States under this sec-
tion may be brought only in Federal courts.

‘(3) IMMUNITIES.—This section shall not abrogate
any other immunities from liability that any party
has under any other Federal or State law.

‘‘(e) WORKERS COMPENSATION.—

‘(1) COMPENSATION.—Each party shall provide for
the payment of compensation and death benefits to
injured members of the emergency forces of that
party and representatives of deceased members of
such forces if such members sustain injuries or are
killed while rendering aid to the District of Colum-
bia, the Federal Government, the State of Maryland,
the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a locality, under a
mutual aid agreement, or engaged in training activi-
ties under a mutual aid agreement, in the same man-
ner and on the same terms as if the injury or death
were sustained within their own jurisdiction.

‘“(2) OTHER STATE LAW.—No party shall be liable
under the law of any State other than its own for pro-
viding for the payment of compensation and death
benefits to injured members of the emergency forces
of that party and representatives of deceased mem-
bers of such forces if such members sustain injuries
or are killed while rendering aid to the District of Co-
lumbia, the Federal Government, the State of Mary-
land, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a locality,
under a mutual aid agreement or engaged in training
activities under a mutual aid agreement.

‘(f) LICENSES AND PERMITS.—If any person holds a li-
cense, certificate, or other permit issued by any re-
sponding party evidencing the meeting of qualifica-
tions for professional, mechanical, or other skills and
assistance is requested by a receiving jurisdiction, such
person will be deemed licensed, certified, or permitted
by the receiving jurisdiction to render aid involving
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such skill to meet a public service event, emergency or
training for any such events.”’

PILOT PROGRAM TO STUDY DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
OF BUILDINGS TO MINIMIZE EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR EX-
PLOSIONS

Pub. L. 96-342, title VII, §704, Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat.
1090, required the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to establish a pilot program of de-
signing and constructing buildings able to withstand
nuclear explosions and to submit a report to Congress
on the establishment of the pilot program no later than
Apr. 1, 1981.

§5196a. Mutual aid pacts between States and
neighboring countries

The Administrator shall give all practicable
assistance to States in arranging, through the
Department of State, mutual emergency pre-
paredness aid between the States and neigh-
boring countries.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title VI, §612, as added Pub. L.
103-337, div. C, title XXXIV, §3411(a)(3), Oct. 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 3105; amended Pub. L. 111-351,
§3(c)(2), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3864.)

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 2283 of the former Appendix to Title
50, War and National Defense, prior to repeal by Pub. L.
103-337, §3412(a).

AMENDMENTS

2011—Pub. L. 111-351 substituted ‘‘Administrator” for
“Director’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1)
of Title 6, Domestic Security.

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto,
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§5196b. Contributions for personnel and admin-
istrative expenses

(a) General authority

To further assist in carrying out the purposes
of this subchapter, the Administrator may make
financial contributions to the States (including
interstate emergency preparedness authorities
established pursuant to section 5196(h) of this
title) for necessary and essential State and local
emergency preparedness personnel and adminis-
trative expenses, on the basis of approved plans
(which shall be consistent with the Federal
emergency response plans for emergency pre-
paredness) for the emergency preparedness of
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