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pact area if he or she finds that a major and continuing
adverse drought condition exists and is expected to
continue, and such condition is causing significant
hardships on the affected areas.

““(c) Eligible applicants shall be those States or polit-
ical subdivisions of States with a population of ten
thousand or more, Indian tribes, or public or private
nonprofit organizations within areas designated pursu-
ant to subsection (b) of this section.

‘“(d) Projects assisted under this Act shall be only
those with respect to which assurances can be given to
the satisfaction of the Secretary of Commerce that the
work can be completed by April 30, 1978, or within such
extended time as the Secretary may approve in excep-
tional circumstances.

“SEC. 102. Grants hereunder shall be in an amount
not to exceed 50 per centum of allowable project costs.
Loans shall be for a term not to exceed 40 years at a per
annum interest rate of 5 per centum and shall be on
such terms and conditions as the Secretary of Com-
merce shall determine. In determining the amount of a
grant assistance for any project, the Secretary of Com-
merce may take into consideration such factors as are
established by regulation and are consistent with the
purposes of this Act.

“SEC. 103. In extending assistance under this Act the
Secretary shall take into consideration the relative
needs of applicant areas for the projects for which as-
sistance is requested, and the appropriateness of the
project for relieving the conditions intended to be alle-
viated by this Act.

“SEC. 104. The Secretary of Commerce shall have
such powers and authorities under this Act as are vest-
ed in the Secretary by sections 701 and 708 of the Public
Works and Economic Development Act of 1965, as
amended [sections 3211 and 3218 of this title], with re-
spect to that Act [section 3121 et seq. of this title].

‘“SEC. 105. The National Environmental Protection
Act of 1969, as amended [section 4321 et seq. of this
title], shall be implemented to the fullest extent con-
sistent with but subject to the time constraints im-
posed by this Act, and the Secretary of Commerce when
making the final determination regarding an applica-
tion for assistance hereunder shall give consideration
to the environmental consequences determined within
that period.

““SEC. 106. (a) There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1977,
$225,000,000 of which sum $150,000,000 is to be for the
loan program herein, including administration thereof,
and $75,000,000 of which is to be used for the grant pro-
gram herein, including administration thereof, and
such additional amounts for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1978, as may be reasonably needed for admin-
istrative expenses in monitoring and closing out the
program authorized by the Act. Funds authorized by
this Act shall be obligated by December 31, 1977.

‘“(b) Funds available to the Secretary for this Act
shall be available for expenditure for drought impact
projects conducted heretofore by eligible applicants
during fiscal year 1977 if such projects are found to be
compatible with the broad purposes of this Act.”

§5185. Emergency communications

The President is authorized during, or in an-
ticipation of, an emergency or major disaster to
establish temporary communications systems
and to make such communications available to
State and local government officials and other
persons as he deems appropriate.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title IV, §418, formerly §415, May
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 1568; renumbered §418, Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §106(j), Nov. 23, 19838, 102 Stat.
4705.)
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Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 418 of Pub. L. 93-288 was renumbered
section 421 by Pub. L. 100-707 and is classified to section
5188 of this title.

§5186. Emergency public transportation

The President is authorized to provide tem-
porary public transportation service in an area
affected by a major disaster to meet emergency
needs and to provide transportation to govern-
mental offices, supply centers, stores, post of-
fices, schools, major employment centers, and
such other places as may be necessary in order
to enable the community to resume its normal
pattern of life as soon as possible.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title IV, §419, formerly §416, May
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 158; renumbered §419, Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §106(j), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4705.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 419 of Pub. L. 93-288 was classified to
section 5189 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L.
100-707.

§5187. Fire management assistance
(a) In general

The President is authorized to provide assist-
ance, including grants, equipment, supplies, and
personnel, to any State or local government for
the mitigation, management, and control of any
fire on public or private forest land or grassland
that threatens such destruction as would con-
stitute a major disaster.

(b) Coordination with State and tribal depart-
ments of forestry

In providing assistance under this section, the
President shall coordinate with State and tribal
departments of forestry.

(c) Essential assistance

In providing assistance under this section, the
President may use the authority provided under
section 5170b of this title.

(d) Hazard mitigation assistance

Whether or not a major disaster is declared,
the President may provide hazard mitigation as-
sistance in accordance with section 5170c of this
title in any area affected by a fire for which as-
sistance was provided under this section.

(e) Rules and regulations

The President shall prescribe such rules and
regulations as are necessary to carry out this
section.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title IV, §420, formerly §417, May
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 158; renumbered §420, Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §106(j), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4705; Pub. L. 106-390, title III, §303(a), Oct. 30,
2000, 114 Stat. 1572; Pub. L. 115-254, div. D,
§1204(a), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3438.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 115-254 added subsec.
(d) and redesignated former subsec. (d) as (e).
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