§5170a

major disaster declaration, including reviewing how
the [Federal Emergency Management] Agency esti-
mates the cost of major disaster assistance, and con-
sider other impacts on the capacity of a jurisdiction to
respond to disasters. In determining the capacity of a
jurisdiction to respond to disasters, and prior to the
issuance of such a rule, the Administrator shall engage
in meaningful consultation with relevant representa-
tives of State, regional, local, and Indian tribal govern-
ment stakeholders.”

[For definition of ‘“‘State’ as used in section 1239 of
Pub. L. 115-254, set out above, see section 1203 of Pub.
L. 115-254, set out as a note under section 5122 of this
title.]

INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE FACTORS

Pub. L. 113-2, div. B, §1109, Jan. 29, 2013, 127 Stat. 47,
provided that: “In order to provide more objective cri-
teria for evaluating the need for assistance to individ-
uals, to clarify the threshold for eligibility and to speed
a declaration of a major disaster or emergency under
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this division [Jan.
29, 2013], the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, in cooperation with representa-
tives of State, tribal, and local emergency management
agencies, shall review, update, and revise through rule-
making the factors considered under section 206.48 of
title 44, Code of Federal Regulations (including section
206.48(b)(2) of such title relating to trauma and the spe-
cific conditions or losses that contribute to trauma), to
measure the severity, magnitude, and impact of a dis-
aster.”

§5170a. General Federal assistance

In any major disaster, the President may—

(1) direct any Federal agency, with or with-
out reimbursement, to utilize its authorities
and the resources granted to it under Federal
law (including personnel, equipment, supplies,
facilities, and managerial, technical, and advi-
sory services) in support of State and local as-
sistance response or recovery efforts, includ-
ing precautionary evacuations;

(2) coordinate all disaster relief assistance
(including voluntary assistance) provided by
Federal agencies, private organizations, and
State and local governments, including pre-
cautionary evacuations and recovery;

(3) provide technical and advisory assistance
to affected State and local governments for—

(A) the performance of essential commu-
nity services;

(B) issuance of warnings of risks and haz-
ards;

(C) public health and safety information,
including dissemination of such information;

(D) provision of health and safety meas-
ures;

(BE) management, control, and reduction of
immediate threats to public health and safe-
ty; and

(F) recovery activities, including disaster
impact assessments and planning;

(4) assist State and local governments in the
distribution of medicine, food, and other
consumable supplies, and emergency assist-
ance;

(5) provide assistance to State and local gov-
ernments for building code and floodplain
management ordinance administration and en-
forcement, including inspections for substan-
tial damage compliance; and
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(6) provide accelerated Federal assistance
and Federal support where necessary to save
lives, prevent human suffering, or mitigate se-
vere damage, which may be provided in the ab-
sence of a specific request and in which case
the President—

(A) shall, to the fullest extent practicable,
promptly notify and coordinate with offi-
cials in a State in which such assistance or
support is provided; and

(B) shall not, in notifying and coordi-
nating with a State under subparagraph (A),
delay or impede the rapid deployment, use,
and distribution of critical resources to vic-
tims of a major disaster.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title IV, §402, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §106(a)(3), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4696; amended Pub. L. 109-295, title VI, §681(a),
Oct. 4, 2006, 120 Stat. 1444; Pub. L. 115-254, div. D,
§1206(a), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3440.)

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 402 of Pub. L. 93-288 was classified to
section 5172 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L.
100-707.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pars. (b), (6). Pub. L. 115-254 added par. (56) and
redesignated former par. (5) as (6).

2006—Par. (1). Pub. L. 109-295, §681(a)(1), substituted
‘“‘response or recovery efforts, including precautionary
evacuations” for ‘‘efforts”.
Par. (2). Pub. L. 109-295, §681(a)(2), substituted
, including precautionary evacuations and recovery;”’
for semicolon at end.

Par. (3)(F). Pub. L. 109-295, §681(a)(3), added subpar.
(F).

Par. (5). Pub. L. 109-295, §681(a)(4), (5), added par. (5).
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 115-254 applicable to each
major disaster and emergency declared by the Presi-
dent on or after Aug. 1, 2017, and authorities provided
under div. D of Pub. L. 115-254 applicable to each major
disaster and emergency declared by the President on or
after Jan. 1, 2016, except as otherwise provided, see sec-
tion 1202 of Pub. L. 115-254, set out as a note under sec-
tion 5121 of this title.

§5170b. Essential assistance

(a) In general

Federal agencies may on the direction of the
President, provide assistance essential to meet-
ing immediate threats to life and property re-
sulting from a major disaster, as follows:

(1) Federal resources, generally

Utilizing, lending, or donating to State and
local governments Federal equipment, sup-
plies, facilities, personnel, and other re-
sources, other than the extension of credit, for
use or distribution by such governments in ac-
cordance with the purposes of this chapter.

(2) Medicine, food, and other consumables
Distributing or rendering through State and
local governments, the American National

Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Mennonite
Disaster Service, and other relief and disaster
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