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to this chapter and buildings, structures, and fa-
cilities of the Department of Defense and of the
United States Postal Service subject to this
chapter) to insure whenever possible that phys-
ically handicapped persons will have ready ac-
cess to, and use of, such buildings.

(Pub. L. 90-480, §2, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. T19;
Pub. L. 94-541, title II, §201(2), Oct. 18, 1976, 90
Stat. 2507; Pub. L. 96-88, title V, §509(b), Oct. 17,
1979, 93 Stat. 695.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-541 substituted ‘‘shall prescribe’ and
‘‘to insure whenever possible’’ for ‘‘is authorized to pre-
scribe such’” and ‘‘as may be necessary to insure’’, re-
spectively, and inserted in parenthetical text ‘“‘and of
the United States Postal Service’ after ‘“‘Department
of Defense”’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘““Secretary of Health and Human Services’” sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96-88,
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation.

§4153. Standards for design, construction, and
alteration of buildings; Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, in consultation with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, shall prescribe
standards for the design, construction, and al-
teration of buildings which are residential struc-
tures subject to this chapter to insure whenever
possible that physically handicapped persons
will have ready access to, and use of, such build-
ings.

(Pub. L. 90-480, §3, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. T19;
Pub. L. 94-541, title II, §201(3), Oct. 18, 1976, 90
Stat. 2507; Pub. L. 96-88, title V, §509(b), Oct. 17,
1979, 93 Stat. 695.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-541 substituted ‘‘shall prescribe’ and
‘‘to insure whenever possible’’ for ‘‘is authorized to pre-
scribe such” and ‘‘as may be necessary to insure’’, re-
spectively.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘““Secretary of Health and Human Services’” sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96-88,
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation.

§4154. Standards for design, construction, and
alteration of buildings; Secretary of Defense

The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with
the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
shall prescribe standards for the design, con-
struction, and alteration of buildings, struc-
tures, and facilities of the Department of De-
fense subject to this chapter to insure whenever
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possible that physically handicapped persons
will have ready access to, and use of, such build-
ings.

(Pub. L. 90-480, §4, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. T19;
Pub. L. 94-541, title II, §201(4), Oct. 18, 1976, 90
Stat. 2507; Pub. L. 96-88, title V, §509(b), Oct. 17,
1979, 93 Stat. 695.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-541 substituted ‘‘shall prescribe’ and
‘‘to insure whenever possible’’ for ‘‘is authorized to pre-
scribe such’” and ‘‘as may be necessary to insure’’, re-
spectively.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘““‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’” sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96-88,
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation.

§4154a. Standards for design, construction, and
alteration of buildings; United States Postal
Service

The United States Postal Service, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, shall prescribe such standards for the
design, construction, and alteration of its build-
ings to insure whenever possible that physically
handicapped persons will have ready access to,
and use of, such buildings.

(Pub. L. 90480, §4a, as added Pub. L. 94-541, title
II, §201(5), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2508; amended
Pub. L. 96-88, title V, §509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 93
Stat. 695.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘““‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’” sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96-88,
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation.

§4155. Effective date of standards

Every building designed, constructed, or al-
tered after the effective date of a standard
issued under this chapter which is applicable to
such building, shall be designed, constructed, or
altered in accordance with such standard.

(Pub. L. 90480, §5, Aug. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 719.)

§4156. Waiver and modification of standards

The Administrator of General Services, with
respect to standards issued under section 4152 of
this title, and the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, with respect to standards
issued under section 4153 of this title, and the
Secretary of Defense with respect to standards
issued under section 4154 of this title, and the
United States Postal Service with respect to
standards issued under section 4154a of this
title—

(1) is authorized to modify or waive any such
standard, on a case-by-case basis, upon appli-
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