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Natural Disasters, and for Overseas Peacekeeping Ef-
forts, Including Those in Bosnia, and not as part of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development Act 
which comprises this chapter. 

§ 3549. Investigation of violations 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
on and after February 20, 2003, the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development shall, in consultation with 
the Budget Officer, have sole authority to inves-
tigate potential or actual violations under the 
Anti-Deficiency Act (31 U.S.C. 1341 et seq.) and 
all other statutes and regulations related to the 
obligation and expenditure of funds made avail-
able in this, or any other Act; shall determine 
whether violations exist; and shall submit final 
reports on violations to the Secretary, the 
President, the Office of Management and Budget 
and the Congress in accordance with applicable 
statutes and Office of Management and Budget 
circulars. 

(Pub. L. 108–7, div. K, title II, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 499.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2003, and 
also as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Resolu-
tion, 2003, and not as part of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development Act which comprises this chap-
ter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DUTIES OF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

Pub. L. 109–115, div. A, title III, Nov. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2457, which provided that the Chief Financial Officer es-
tablish control of and maintain adequate systems of ac-
counting for appropriations and other available funds 
as required by 31 U.S.C. 1514, and further provided that, 
for purposes of funds control and Anti-Deficiency Act 
(31 U.S.C. 1341 et seq.) violation determinations, the 
point of obligation was to be the executed agreement or 
contract, with certain exceptions, and that the Chief 
Financial Officer was to appoint and train qualified 
personnel to conduct investigations, establish guide-
lines and timeframes for such investigations, prescribe 
requirements for final reports on violations, and pre-
scribe procedures for conducting investigations of, and 
reporting on, Anti-Deficiency Act violations, was not 
repeated in subsequent appropriation acts. Similar pro-
visions were contained in the following prior appropria-
tion acts: 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. I, title II, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3312. 

Pub. L. 108–199, div. G, title II, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 
389. 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. K, title II, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 
499, as amended by Pub. L. 108–199, div. G, title II, Jan. 
23, 2004, 118 Stat. 389. 

§ 3550. Audit of Department financial statements 

For this fiscal year and each fiscal year there-
after, subject to appropriations for that purpose, 
the Office of Inspector General shall procure and 
rely upon the services of an independent exter-
nal auditor(s) to audit the financial statements 
of the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, including the consolidated financial 
statement and the financial statements of the 

Federal Housing Administration and the Gov-
ernment National Mortgage Association. 

(Pub. L. 116–260, div. L, title II, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1891.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This fiscal year, referred to in text, is fiscal year 2021. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 
2021, and also as part of the Transportation, Housing 
and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2021, and not as part of the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development Act which com-
prises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
the following prior appropriation act: 

Pub. L. 116–94, div. H, title II, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 
2999.

CHAPTER 45—FAIR HOUSING 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 
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ing and other prohibited practices. 
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3614–1. Incentives for self-testing and self-correction. 
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3615. Effect on State laws. 
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3619. Separability. 

SUBCHAPTER II—PREVENTION OF INTIMIDATION 

3631. Violations; penalties.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 3601. Declaration of policy 

It is the policy of the United States to provide, 
within constitutional limitations, for fair hous-
ing throughout the United States. 

(Pub. L. 90–284, title VIII, § 801, Apr. 11, 1968, 82 
Stat. 81.)
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