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“SEC. 50109. RURAL AND LOW-INCOME WATER AS- (D) not more than 8 shall be to eligible entities

SISTANCE PILOT PROGRAM.
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible entity’
means—

‘“(A) a municipality, Tribal government, or other
entity that—

‘“(i) owns or operates a community water sys-
tem, treatment works, or municipal separate
storm sewer system; or

‘(ii) as determined by the Administrator [of the
Environmental Protection Agency], has taken on
an unsustainable level of debt due to customer
nonpayment for the services provided by a com-
munity water system, treatment works, or mu-
nicipal separate storm sewer system; and
‘“(B) a State exercising primary enforcement re-

sponsibility over a rural water service provider

under the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et

seq.) or the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33

U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), as applicable.

‘“(2) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘pilot program’
means the pilot program established by the Adminis-
trator under subsection (b)(1).

‘(3) WATER SERVICES NEEDS ASSESSMENT.—The term
‘water services needs assessment’ means the report
required under section 50108(b)(1).

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the Ad-
ministrator shall establish a pilot program to award
grants to eligible entities to develop and implement
programs to assist qualifying households with need in
maintaining access to drinking water and wastewater
treatment.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENT.—In establishing the pilot pro-
gram, the Administrator shall ensure that data from
the water services needs assessment directly contrib-
utes to the structure of the pilot program by inform-
ing the types of assistance and criteria used for pri-
ority consideration with the demonstrated need from
the study conducted under section 50108(b)(1) and the
water services needs assessment.

‘“(3) USE OF FUNDS LIMITATIONS.—A grant under the
pilot program—

‘“(A) shall not be used to replace funds for any ex-
isting similar program; but

‘(B) may be used to supplement or enhance an ex-
isting program, including a program that receives
assistance from other Federal grants.

‘“(4) TERM.—The term of a grant awarded under the
pilot program shall be subject to the availability of

that own or operate a large water service provider

that serves more than 500,000 people; and

“(E) not more than 8 shall be to eligible entities
that own or operate a community water system,
treatment works, or municipal separate storm
sewer system that services a disadvantaged commu-
nity (consistent with the affordability criteria es-
tablished by the applicable State under section
1452(d)(3) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C.
300j-12(d)(3)) or section 603(i)(2) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1383(i)(2)), as
applicable).

“(7) CRITERIA.—In addition to any priority criteria
established by the Administrator in response to the
findings in the water services needs assessment, in
awarding grants under the pilot program, the Admin-
istrator shall give priority consideration to eligible
entities that—

““(A) serve a disproportionate percentage, as de-
termined by the Administrator, of qualifying
households with need, as identified in the water
services needs assessment;

‘(B) are subject to State or Federal enforcement
actions relating to compliance with the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.)
or the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et
seq.); or

“(C) maintain or participate in an existing com-
munity assistance program with objectives similar
to the objectives of the pilot program, as deter-
mined by the Administrator.

‘“(8) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any other appli-
cable Federal or agency-specific grant reporting re-
quirements, as a condition of receiving a grant
under the pilot program, an eligible entity (or a
State, on behalf of an eligible entity) shall submit
to the Administrator an annual report that summa-
rizes, in a manner determined by the Adminis-
trator, the use of grant funds by the eligible entity,
including—

‘(i) key features of the assistance provided by
the eligible entity;

‘“(ii) sources of funding used to supplement Fed-
eral funds; and

‘4(iii) eligibility criteria.

‘(B) PUBLICATION.—The Administrator shall pub-
lish each report submitted under subparagraph (A).

‘‘(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Administrator shall

provide technical assistance to each eligible entity, and
. . each State, on behalf of an eligible entity, that receives
“(5) TYPES OF ASSISTANCE.—In establishing the pilot 5 grant under the pilot program to support implemen-
program, the Administrator may include provisions  ¢ation of the program.
for— “
o . ) ) . . (d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date on
“Egi glﬁefgfiggiggé?‘l assistance; which grant funds are first disbursed to an eligible en-
() bill discountiflg' tity (or a State, on behalf of an eligible entity) under
(D) special hardshiﬁ provisions; the program, and every year thereafter for the duration
“(E) a percentage-of-income payment plan; or of the terms of the grants, the Administrator shall sub-
“(F) debt relief for the eligible entity or the com- mit to Congress a report on the results of the pilot pro-
munity water system owned by the eligible entity gram.”
for debt that is due to customer nonpayment for
the services provided by the eligible entity or the
community water system that is determined by the
Administrator to be in the interest of public health.
‘“(6) REQUIREMENT.—The Administrator shall award
not more than 40 grants under the pilot program, of
which—
““(A) not more than 8 shall be to eligible entities

appropriations.

§300j-19b. Reducing lead in drinking water
(a) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Eligible entity
The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means—

that own, operate, or exercise primary enforcement
responsibility over a rural water service provider
under the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et
seq.) or the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), as applicable;

‘“(B) not more than 8 shall be to eligible entities
that own or operate a medium water service pro-
vider;

“(C) not more than 8 shall be to eligible entities
that own or operate a large water service provider
that serves not more than 500,000 people;

(A) a community water system;

(B) a water system located in an area gov-
erned by an Indian Tribe;

(C) a nontransient noncommunity water
system;

(D) a qualified nonprofit organization with
experience in lead reduction, as determined
by the Administrator; and

(E) a municipality or State, interstate, or
intermunicipal agency.
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(2) Lead reduction project
(A) In general

The term ‘‘lead reduction project’” means
a project or activity the primary purpose of
which is to reduce the concentration of lead
in water for human consumption by—

(i) replacement of lead service lines;

(ii) testing, planning, or other relevant
activities, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, to identify and address conditions
(including corrosion control) that con-
tribute to increased concentration of lead
in water for human consumption; and

(iii) providing assistance to eligible enti-
ties to replace lead service lines, with pri-
ority for disadvantaged communities based
on the affordability criteria established by
the applicable State under section
300j-12(d)(3) of this title, low-income home-
owners, and landlords or property owners
providing housing to low-income renters.

(B) Limitation

The term ‘‘lead reduction project’” does
not include a partial lead service line re-
placement if, at the conclusion of the service
line replacement, drinking water is delivered
to a household through a publicly or pri-
vately owned portion of a lead service line.

(3) Low-income

The term ‘“‘low-income’’, with respect to as-
sistance under this section, has such meaning
as may be given the term by the Governor of
the State in which the eligible entity is lo-
cated, based upon the affordability criteria es-
tablished by the State under section
300j-12(d)(3) of this title.

(4) Lead service line

The term ‘‘lead service line” means a pipe
and its fittings, which are not lead free (as de-
fined in section 300g-6(d) of this title), that
connect the drinking water main to the build-
ing inlet.

(5) Nontransient noncommunity water system

The term ‘‘nontransient noncommunity
water system’” means a public water system
that is not a community water system and
that regularly serves at least 25 of the same
persons over 6 months per year.

(b) Grant program
(1) Establishment

The Administrator shall establish a grant
program to provide assistance to eligible enti-
ties for lead reduction projects in the United
States.

(2) Precondition

As a condition of receipt of assistance under
this section, an eligible entity shall take steps
to identify—

(A) the source of lead in the public water
system that is subject to human consump-
tion; and

(B) the means by which the proposed lead
reduction project would meaningfully reduce
the concentration of lead in water provided
for human consumption by the applicable
public water system.
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(3) Priority application

In providing grants under this subsection,
the Administrator shall give priority to an eli-
gible entity that—

(A) the Administrator determines, based
on affordability criteria established by the
State under section 300j-12(d)(3) of this title,
to be a disadvantaged community; and

(B) proposes to—

(i) carry out a lead reduction project at

a public water system or nontransient

noncommunity water system that has ex-

ceeded the lead action level established by
the Administrator under section 300g-1 of
this title at any time during the 3-year pe-
riod preceding the date of submission of
the application of the eligible entity; or
(ii) address lead levels in water for
human consumption at a school, daycare,
or other facility that primarily serves
children or other vulnerable human sub-
population described in section
300j-18(a)(1) of this title.
(4) Cost sharing
(A) In general

Subject to subparagraph (B), the non-Fed-
eral share of the total cost of a project fund-
ed by a grant under this subsection shall be
not less than 20 percent.

(B) Waiver

The Administrator may reduce or elimi-
nate the non-Federal share under subpara-
graph (A) for reasons of affordability, as the
Administrator determines to be appropriate.

(5) Low-income assistance
(A) In general

Subject to subparagraph (B), an eligible
entity may use a grant provided under this
subsection to replace lead service lines, with
first priority given to assisting disadvan-
taged communities based on the afford-
ability criteria established by the applicable
State under section 300j-12(d)(3) of this title,
low-income homeowners, and landlords or
property owners providing housing to low-in-
come renters.

(B) Limitation

The amount of a grant provided to a low-
income homeowner under this paragraph
shall not exceed the standard cost of re-
placement of the privately owned portion of
the lead service lines.

(6) Special consideration for lead service line
replacement

In carrying out lead service line replacement
using a grant under this subsection, an eligible
entity—

(A) shall notify customers of the replace-
ment of the lead service line;

(B) may, in the case of a homeowner who
is not low-income, offer to replace the pri-
vately owned portion of the lead service line
at the cost of replacement for that home-
owner’s property;

(C) shall, in the case of a low-income
homeowner, and may, for other homeowners,
offer to replace the privately owned portion
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of the lead service line at no cost to the
homeowner;

(D) shall notify each customer that a
planned replacement of any publicly owned
portion of a lead service line that is funded
by a grant made under this subsection will
not be carried out unless the customer
agrees to the simultaneous replacement of
the privately owned portion of the lead serv-
ice line;

(BE) shall demonstrate that the eligible en-
tity has considered feasible alternatives for
reducing the concentration of lead in drink-
ing water, such as corrosion control; and

(F) shall notify the State of any planned
replacement of lead service lines under this
program and coordinate, where practicable,
with other relevant infrastructure projects.

(e) Limitation on use of funds

Not more than 4 percent of funds made avail-
able for grants under this section may be used to
pay the administrative costs of the Adminis-
trator.

(d) Lead inventorying utilization grant pilot pro-
gram
(1) Definitions
In this subsection:
(A) Eligible entity

The term ‘‘eligible entity’” means a mu-
nicipality that is served by a community
water system or a nontransient noncommu-
nity water system in which not less than 30
percent of the service lines are known, or
suspected, to contain lead, based on avail-
able data, information, or resources, includ-
ing existing lead inventorying.

(B) Pilot program

The term ‘‘pilot program’ means the pilot
program established under paragraph (2).

(2) Establishment

The Administrator shall establish a pilot
program under which the Administrator shall
provide grants to eligible entities to carry out
lead reduction projects that are demonstrated
to exist or are suspected to exist, based on
available data, information, or resources, in-
cluding existing lead inventorying of those eli-
gible entities.

(3) Selection
(A) Application

To be eligible to receive a grant under the
pilot program, an eligible entity shall sub-
mit to the Administrator an application at
such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Administrator may
require.

(B) Prioritization

In selecting recipients under the pilot pro-
gram, the Administrator shall give priority
to—

(i) an eligible entity that meets the af-
fordability criteria of the applicable State
established under section 300j-12(d)(3) of
this title; and

(ii) an eligible entity that is located in
an area other than a State that has estab-
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lished affordability criteria under section
300j-12(d)(3) of this title.

(4) Report

Not later 2 years after the Administrator
first awards a grant under the pilot program,
the Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives a
report describing—

(A) the recipients of grants under the pilot
program;

(B) the existing lead inventorying that was
available to recipients of grants under the
pilot program; and

(C) how wuseful and accurate the lead
inventorying described in subparagraph (B)
was in locating lead service lines of the eli-
gible entity.

(5) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out the pilot program $10,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

(e) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section (except for subsection (d))
$100,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 through
2026.

(f) Savings clause

Nothing in this section affects whether a pub-
lic water system is responsible for the replace-
ment of a lead service line that is—

(1) subject to the control of the public water
system; and
(2) located on private property.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1459B, as added
Pub. L. 114-322, title II, §2105, Dec. 16, 2016, 130
Stat. 1720; amended Pub. L. 117-58, div. E, title
I, §50105, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 1140.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (a)(1)(D). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(1)(A),
added subpar. (D) and struck out former subpar. (D)
which read as follows: ‘‘a qualified nonprofit organiza-
tion, as determined by the Administrator, servicing a
public water system; and’’.

Subsec. (a)(2)(A)({). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(1)(B)(1),
struck out ‘‘publicly owned’’ before ‘‘lead’.

Subsec. (a)(2)(A)(@ii). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(1)(B)(ii),
added cl. (iii) and struck out former cl. (iii) which read
as follows: ‘“‘providing assistance to low-income home-
owners to replace lead service lines.”

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(1)(C), struck out
‘‘an individual provided’ before ‘‘assistance’.

Subsec. (b)(5)(A). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(2)(A)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘to replace lead service lines, with first pri-
ority given to assisting disadvantaged communities
based on the affordability criteria established by the
applicable State under section 300j-12(d)(3) of this title,
low-income homeowners, and landlords or property
owners providing housing to low-income renters.” for
‘“to provide assistance to low-income homeowners to
replace the lead service lines of such homeowners.”’

Subsec. (b)(5)(B). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(2)(A)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘“‘lines’ for ‘‘line’’.

Subsec. (b)(6)(A). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(2)(B)(1), struck
out ‘‘any publicly owned portion of’’ before ‘‘the lead”.

Subsec. (b)(6)(C). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(2)(B)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘shall, in the case of a low-income homeowner,
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and may, for other homeowners, offer to replace the
privately owned portion of the lead service line at no
cost to the homeowner;”’ for ‘“‘may, in the case of a low-
income homeowner, offer to replace the privately
owned portion of the lead service line at a cost that is
equal to the difference between—

‘(i) the cost of replacement; and

‘“(ii) the amount of assistance available to the low-

income homeowner under paragraph (5);"".

Subsec. (b)(6)(E). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(2)(B)(iv), sub-
stituted ‘‘feasible alternatives for reducing the con-
centration of lead in drinking water, such as corrosion
control; and”’ for ‘‘other options for reducing the con-
centration of lead in its drinking water, including an
evaluation of options for corrosion control.”.

Subsec. (b)(6)(F). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(2)(B)(iii), (v),
added subpar. (F).

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(4), (5), added subsec.
(d) and redesignated former subsec. (d) as (e).

Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(3), substituted ‘‘this section (ex-
cept for subsection (d)) $100,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2022 through 2026 for ‘‘this section $60,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021”’.

Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 117-58, §50105(4), redesignated
subsecs. (d) and (e) as (e) and (f), respectively.

§300j-19¢. Study on intractable water systems

(a) Definition of intractable water system

In this section, the term ‘‘intractable water
system’ means a community water system or a
noncommunity water system—

(1) that serves fewer than 1,000 individuals;
(2) the owner or operator of which—

(A) is unable or unwilling to provide safe
and adequate service to those individuals;

(B) has abandoned or effectively aban-
doned the community water system or non-
community water system, as applicable;

(C) has defaulted on a financial obligation
relating to the community water system or
noncommunity water system, as applicable;
or

(D) fails to maintain the facilities of the
community water system or noncommunity
water system, as applicable, in a manner so
as to prevent a potential public health haz-
ard; and

(3) that is, as of October 23, 2018—

(A) in significant noncompliance with this
chapter or any regulation promulgated pur-
suant to this chapter; or

(B) listed as having a history of significant
noncompliance with this subchapter pursu-
ant to section 300g-9(b)(1) of this title.

(b) Study required
(1) In general

Not later than 2 years after October 23, 2018,
the Administrator, in consultation with the
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, shall complete a
study that—

(A) identifies intractable water systems;
and
(B) describes barriers to delivery of pota-
ble water to individuals served by an intrac-
table water system.
(2) Report to Congress

Not later than 2 years after October 23, 2018,
the Administrator shall submit to Congress a
report describing findings and recommenda-
tions based on the study under this subsection.
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(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1459C, as added
Pub. L. 115-270, title II, §2003, Oct. 23, 2018, 132
Stat. 3841.)

§300j-19d. Review of technologies

(a) Review

The Administrator, after consultation with
appropriate departments and agencies of the
Federal Government and with State and local
governments, shall review (or enter into con-
tracts or cooperative agreements to provide for
a review of) existing and potential methods,
means, equipment, and technologies (including
review of cost, availability, and efficacy of such
methods, means, equipment, and technologies)
that—

(1) ensure the physical integrity of commu-
nity water systems;

(2) prevent, detect, and respond to any con-
taminant for which a national primary drink-
ing water regulation has been promulgated in
community water systems and source water
for community water systems;

(3) allow for use of alternate drinking water
supplies from nontraditional sources; and

(4) facilitate source water assessment and
protection.

(b) Inclusions

The review under subsection (a) shall include
review of methods, means, equipment, and tech-
nologies—

(1) that are used for corrosion protection,
metering, leak detection, or protection
against water loss;

(2) that are intelligent systems, including
hardware, software, or other technology, used
to assist in protection and detection described
in paragraph (1);

(3) that are point-of-use devices or point-of-
entry devices;

(4) that are physical or electronic systems
that monitor, or assist in monitoring, con-
taminants in drinking water in real-time; and

(5) that allow for the use of nontraditional
sources for drinking water, including physical
separation and chemical and biological trans-
formation technologies.

(c) Availability

The Administrator shall make the results of
the review under subsection (a) available to the
public.

(d) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Administrator to carry out this section
$10,000,000 for fiscal year 2019, which shall re-
main available until expended.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1459D, as added
Pub. L. 115-270, title II, §2017, Oct. 23, 2018, 132
Stat. 3856.)

§300j-19e. Water infrastructure and workforce
investment

(a) Definition of public works department or
agency

In this section, the term ‘‘public works depart-

ment or agency’’ means a political subdivision

of a local, county, or regional government that
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