§300j-18a

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

PUBLIC HEALTH ASSESSMENT OF EXPOSURE TO
PERCHLORATE

Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title III, §323, Nov. 24, 2003, 117
Stat. 1440, provided that:

‘‘(a) EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDY OF EXPOSURE TO PER-
CHLORATE.—The Secretary of Defense shall provide for
an independent epidemiological study of exposure to
perchlorate in drinking water. The entity conducting
the study shall—

‘(1) assess the incidence of thyroid disease and
measurable effects of thyroid function in relation to
exposure to perchlorate;

‘(2) ensure that the study is of sufficient scope and
scale to permit the making of meaningful conclusions
of the measurable public health threat associated
with exposure to perchlorate, especially the threat to
sensitive subpopulations; and

‘4(3) examine thyroid function, including measure-
ments of urinary iodine and thyroid hormone levels,
in a sufficient number of pregnant women, neonates,
and infants exposed to perchlorate in drinking water
and match measurements of perchlorate levels in the
drinking water of each study participant in order to
permit the development of meaningful conclusions on
the public health threat to individuals exposed to
perchlorate.

‘“(b) REVIEW OF EFFECTS OF PERCHLORATE ON ENDO-
CRINE SYSTEM.—The Secretary shall provide for an
independent review of the effects of perchlorate on the
human endocrine system. The entity conducting the re-
view shall assess—

‘(1) available data on human exposure to per-
chlorate, including clinical data and data on exposure
of sensitive subpopulations, and the levels at which
health effects were observed; and

“(2) available data on other substances that have
endocrine effects similar to perchlorate to which the
public is frequently exposed.

‘‘(c) PERFORMANCE OF STUDY AND REVIEW.—(1) The
Secretary shall provide for the performance of the
study under subsection (a) through the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of
Health, or another Federal entity with experience in
environmental toxicology selected by the Secretary.

‘(2) The Secretary shall provide for the performance
of the review under subsection (b) through the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Insti-
tutes of Health, or another appropriate Federal re-
search entity with experience in human endocrinology
selected by the Secretary. The Secretary shall ensure
that the panel conducting the review is composed of in-
dividuals with expertise in human endocrinology.

‘(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than June
1, 2005, the Federal entities conducting the study and
review under this section shall submit to the Secretary
reports containing the results of the study and review.”’

§300j-18a. Annual study on boil water advisories
(a) In general
Not later than 1 year after November 15, 2021,
and annually thereafter, the Administrator
shall conduct a study on the prevalence of boil
water advisories issued in the United States.
(b) Report
(1) In general
The Administrator shall submit to Congress
a report describing the results of the most re-
cent study conducted under subsection (a) as
part of the annual budget request transmitted
to Congress under section 1105(a) of title 31.
(2) Requirement
In the annual report required under para-
graph (1), the Administrator shall include a
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description of the reasons for which boil water
advisories were issued during the year covered
by the report.

(Pub. L. 117-58, div. E, title I, §50115, Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 1157.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section enacted as part of the Drinking Water and
Wastewater Infrastructure Act of 2021 and also as part
of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, and not
as part of the Public Health Service Act which com-
prises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
DEFINITION OF ADMINISTRATOR

Pub. L. 117-58, div. E, §50002, Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat.
1135, provided that: ‘‘In this division [see Short Title of
2021 Amendment note set out under section 1251 of Title
33, Navigation and Navigable Waters], the term ‘Ad-
ministrator’ means the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.”

§300j-19. Algal toxin risk assessment and man-
agement

(a) Strategic plan
(1) Development

Not later than 90 days after August 7, 2015,
the Administrator shall develop and submit to
Congress a strategic plan for assessing and
managing risks associated with algal toxins in
drinking water provided by public water sys-
tems. The strategic plan shall include steps
and timelines to—

(A) evaluate the risk to human health
from drinking water provided by public
water systems contaminated with algal tox-
ins;

(B) establish, publish, and update a com-
prehensive list of algal toxins which the Ad-
ministrator determines may have an adverse
effect on human health when present in
drinking water provided by public water sys-
tems, taking into account likely exposure
levels;

(C) summarize—

(i) the known adverse human health ef-
fects of algal toxins included on the list
published under subparagraph (B) when
present in drinking water provided by pub-
lic water systems; and

(ii) factors that cause toxin-producing
cyanobacteria and algae to proliferate and
express toxins;

(D) with respect to algal toxins included
on the list published under subparagraph (B),
determine whether to—

(i) publish health advisories pursuant to
section 300g-1(b)(1)(F) of this title for such
algal toxins in drinking water provided by
public water systems;

(ii) establish guidance regarding feasible
analytical methods to quantify the pres-
ence of algal toxins; and

(iii) establish guidance regarding the fre-
quency of monitoring necessary to deter-
mine if such algal toxins are present in
drinking water provided by public water
systems;
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(BE) recommend feasible treatment options,
including procedures, equipment, and source
water protection practices, to mitigate any
adverse public health effects of algal toxins
included on the list published under subpara-
graph (B); and

(F) enter into cooperative agreements
with, and provide technical assistance to, af-
fected States and public water systems, as
identified by the Administrator, for the pur-
pose of managing risks associated with algal
toxins included on the list published under
subparagraph (B).

(2) Updates
The Administrator shall, as appropriate, up-
date and submit to Congress the strategic plan
developed under paragraph (1).
(b) Information coordination

In carrying out this section the Administrator
shall—
(1) identify gaps in the Agency’s under-
standing of algal toxins, including—

(A) the human health effects of algal tox-
ins included on the list published under sub-
section (a)(1)(B); and

(B) methods and means of testing and
monitoring for the presence of harmful algal
toxins in source water of, or drinking water
provided by, public water systems;

(2) as appropriate, consult with—

(A) other Federal agencies that—

(i) examine or analyze cyanobacteria or
algal toxins; or

(ii) address public health concerns re-
lated to harmful algal blooms;

(B) States;

(C) operators of public water systems;

(D) multinational agencies;

(BE) foreign governments;

(F) research and academic institutions;
and

(G) companies that provide relevant drink-
ing water treatment options; and

(3) assemble and publish information from
each Federal agency that has—
(A) examined or analyzed cyanobacteria or
algal toxins; or
(B) addressed public health concerns re-
lated to harmful algal blooms.
(e) Use of science

The Administrator shall carry out this section
in accordance with the requirements described
in section 300g-1(b)(3)(A) of this title, as applica-
ble.

(d) Feasible

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘fea-
sible” has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 300g-1(b)(4)(D) of this title.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, §1459, as added
Pub. L. 114-45, §2(a), Aug. 7, 2015, 129 Stat. 473.)

§300j-19a. Assistance for small and disadvan-
taged communities
(a) Definition of underserved community
In this section:
(1) In general

The term ‘‘underserved community’’ means
a political subdivision of a State that, as de-
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termined by the Administrator, has an inad-
equate system for obtaining drinking water.

(2) Inclusions

The term ‘‘underserved community’ in-
cludes a political subdivision of a State that
either, as determined by the Administrator—

(A) does not have household drinking
water or wastewater services; or
(B) is served by a public water system that
violates, or exceeds, as applicable, a require-
ment of a national primary drinking water
regulation issued under section 300g-1 of this
title, including—
(i) a maximum contaminant level;
(ii) a treatment technique; and
(iii) an action level.

(b) Establishment
(1) In general

The Administrator shall establish a program
under which grants are provided to eligible en-
tities for use in carrying out projects and ac-
tivities the primary purposes of which are to
assist public water systems in meeting the re-
quirements of this subchapter.

(2) Inclusions

Projects and activities under paragraph (1)
include—

(A) investments necessary for the public
water system to comply with the require-
ments of this subchapter;

(B) assistance that directly and primarily
benefits the disadvantaged community on a
per-household basis;

(C) programs to provide household water
quality testing, including testing for un-
regulated contaminants;

(D) the purchase of point-of-entry or point-
of-use filters and filtration systems that are
certified by a third party using science-
based test methods for the removal of con-
taminants of concern;

(E) investments necessary for providing
accurate and current information about—

(i) the need for filtration and filter safe-
ty, including proper use and maintenance
practices; and

(ii) the options for replacing lead service
lines (as defined in section 300j-19b(a) of
this title) and removing other sources of
lead in water; and

(F) entering into contracts, including con-
tracts with nonprofit organizations that
have water system technical expertise, to
assist—

(i) an eligible entity; or
(ii) the State of an eligible entity, on be-
half of that eligible entity.

(c) Eligible entities

Except for purposes of subsections (j) and (m),
an eligible entity under this section—

(1) is—

(A) a public water system;

(B) a water system that is located in an
area governed by an Indian Tribe; or

(C) a State, on behalf of an underserved
community; and

(2) serves a community—
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