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Pub. L. 107–73, title III, Nov. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 685. 
Pub. L. 104–182, title III, § 302, Aug. 6, 1996, 110 Stat. 

1683, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, at any time after the date 1 year after a 
State establishes a State loan fund pursuant to section 
1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act [42 U.S.C. 300j–12] 
but prior to fiscal year 2002, a Governor of the State 
may—

‘‘(1) reserve up to 33 percent of a capitalization 
grant made pursuant to such section 1452 and add the 
funds reserved to any funds provided to the State 
pursuant to section 601 of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1381); and 

‘‘(2) reserve in any year a dollar amount up to the 
dollar amount that may be reserved under paragraph 
(1) for that year from capitalization grants made pur-
suant to section 601 of such Act (33 U.S.C. 1381) and 
add the reserved funds to any funds provided to the 
State pursuant to section 1452 of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. 
‘‘(b) REPORT.—Not later than 4 years after the date of 

enactment of this Act [Aug. 6, 1996], the Administrator 
shall submit a report to the Congress regarding the im-
plementation of this section, together with the Admin-
istrator’s recommendations, if any, for modifications 
or improvement. 

‘‘(c) STATE MATCH.—Funds reserved pursuant to this 
section shall not be considered to be a State match of 
a capitalization grant required pursuant to section 1452 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act or the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.).’’

§ 300j–13. Source water quality assessment 

(a) Source water assessment 

(1) Guidance 

Within 12 months after August 6, 1996, after 
notice and comment, the Administrator shall 
publish guidance for States exercising primary 
enforcement responsibility for public water 
systems to carry out directly or through dele-
gation (for the protection and benefit of public 
water systems and for the support of moni-
toring flexibility) a source water assessment 
program within the State’s boundaries. Each 
State adopting modifications to monitoring 
requirements pursuant to section 300g–7(b) of 
this title shall, prior to adopting such modi-
fications, have an approved source water as-
sessment program under this section and shall 
carry out the program either directly or 
through delegation. 

(2) Program requirements 

A source water assessment program under 
this subsection shall—

(A) delineate the boundaries of the assess-
ment areas in such State from which one or 
more public water systems in the State re-
ceive supplies of drinking water, using all 
reasonably available hydrogeologic informa-
tion on the sources of the supply of drinking 
water in the State and the water flow, re-
charge, and discharge and any other reliable 
information as the State deems necessary to 
adequately determine such areas; and 

(B) identify for contaminants regulated 
under this subchapter for which monitoring 
is required under this subchapter (or any un-
regulated contaminants selected by the 
State, in its discretion, which the State, for 
the purposes of this subsection, has deter-
mined may present a threat to public 
health), to the extent practical, the origins 

within each delineated area of such contami-
nants to determine the susceptibility of the 
public water systems in the delineated area 
to such contaminants. 

(3) Approval, implementation, and monitoring 
relief 

A State source water assessment program 
under this subsection shall be submitted to 
the Administrator within 18 months after the 
Administrator’s guidance is issued under this 
subsection and shall be deemed approved 9 
months after the date of such submittal unless 
the Administrator disapproves the program as 
provided in section 300h–7(c) of this title. 
States shall begin implementation of the pro-
gram immediately after its approval. The Ad-
ministrator’s approval of a State program 
under this subsection shall include a time-
table, established in consultation with the 
State, allowing not more than 2 years for com-
pletion after approval of the program. Public 
water systems seeking monitoring relief in ad-
dition to the interim relief provided under sec-
tion 300g–7(a) of this title shall be eligible for 
monitoring relief, consistent with section 
300g–7(b) of this title, upon completion of the 
assessment in the delineated source water as-
sessment area or areas concerned. 

(4) Timetable 

The timetable referred to in paragraph (3) 
shall take into consideration the availability 
to the State of funds under section 300j–12 of 
this title (relating to State loan funds) for as-
sessments and other relevant factors. The Ad-
ministrator may extend any timetable in-
cluded in a State program approved under 
paragraph (3) to extend the period for comple-
tion by an additional 18 months. 

(5) Demonstration project 

The Administrator shall, as soon as prac-
ticable, conduct a demonstration project, in 
consultation with other Federal agencies, to 
demonstrate the most effective and protective 
means of assessing and protecting source wa-
ters serving large metropolitan areas and lo-
cated on Federal lands. 

(6) Use of other programs 

To avoid duplication and to encourage effi-
ciency, the program under this section may 
make use of any of the following: 

(A) Vulnerability assessments, sanitary 
surveys, and monitoring programs. 

(B) Delineations or assessments of ground 
water sources under a State wellhead protec-
tion program developed pursuant to this sec-
tion. 

(C) Delineations or assessments of surface 
or ground water sources under a State pes-
ticide management plan developed pursuant 
to the Pesticide and Ground Water State 
Management Plan Regulation (subparts I 
and J of part 152 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations), promulgated under section 
136a(d) of title 7. 

(D) Delineations or assessments of surface 
water sources under a State watershed ini-
tiative or to satisfy the watershed criterion 
for determining if filtration is required 
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under the Surface Water Treatment Rule 
(section 141.70 of title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations). 

(E) Delineations or assessments of surface 
or ground water sources under programs or 
plans pursuant to the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.]. 

(7) Public availability 

The State shall make the results of the 
source water assessments conducted under 
this subsection available to the public. 

(b) Approval and disapproval 

For provisions relating to program approval 
and disapproval, see section 300h–7(c) of this 
title. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, § 1453, as added 
Pub. L. 104–182, title I, § 132(a), Aug. 6, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1673.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to 
in subsec. (a)(6)(E), is act June 30, 1948, ch. 758, as 
amended generally by Pub. L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 
Stat. 816, which is classified generally to chapter 26 
(§ 1251 et seq.) of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Wa-
ters. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1251 of 
Title 33 and Tables. 

§ 300j–14. Source water petition program 

(a) Petition program 

(1) In general 

(A) Establishment 

A State may establish a program under 
which an owner or operator of a community 
water system in the State, or a municipal or 
local government or political subdivision of 
a State (including a county that is des-
ignated by the State to act on behalf of an 
unincorporated area within that county, 
with the agreement of that unincorporated 
area), may submit a source water quality 
protection partnership petition to the State 
requesting that the State assist in the local 
development of a voluntary, incentive-based 
partnership, among the owner, operator, or 
government and other persons likely to be 
affected by the recommendations of the 
partnership, to—

(i) reduce the presence in drinking water 
of contaminants that may be addressed by 
a petition by considering the origins of the 
contaminants, including to the maximum 
extent practicable the specific activities 
that affect the drinking water supply of a 
community; 

(ii) obtain financial or technical assist-
ance necessary to facilitate establishment 
of a partnership, or to develop and imple-
ment recommendations of a partnership 
for the protection of source water to assist 
in the provision of drinking water that 
complies with national primary drinking 
water regulations with respect to contami-
nants addressed by a petition; and 

(iii) develop recommendations regarding 
voluntary and incentive-based strategies 

for the long-term protection of the source 
water of community water systems. 

(B) Funding 

Each State may—
(i) use funds set aside pursuant to sec-

tion 300j–12(k)(1)(A)(iii) of this title by the 
State to carry out a program described in 
subparagraph (A), including assistance to 
voluntary local partnerships for the devel-
opment and implementation of partnership 
recommendations for the protection of 
source water such as source water quality 
assessment, contingency plans, and dem-
onstration projects for partners within a 
source water area delineated under section 
300j–13(a) of this title; and 

(ii) provide assistance in response to a 
petition submitted under this subsection 
using funds referred to in subsection 
(b)(2)(B). 

(2) Objectives 

The objectives of a petition submitted under 
this subsection shall be to—

(A) facilitate the local development of vol-
untary, incentive-based partnerships among 
owners and operators of community water 
systems, governments, and other persons in 
source water areas; and 

(B) obtain assistance from the State in 
identifying resources which are available to 
implement the recommendations of the part-
nerships to address the origins of drinking 
water contaminants that may be addressed 
by a petition (including to the maximum ex-
tent practicable the specific activities con-
tributing to the presence of the contami-
nants) that affect the drinking water supply 
of a community. 

(3) Contaminants addressed by a petition 

A petition submitted to a State under this 
subsection may address only those contami-
nants—

(A) that are pathogenic organisms for 
which a national primary drinking water 
regulation has been established or is re-
quired under section 300g–1 of this title; or 

(B) for which a national primary drinking 
water regulation has been promulgated or 
proposed and that are detected by adequate 
monitoring methods in the source water at 
the intake structure or in any collection, 
treatment, storage, or distribution facilities 
by the community water systems at levels—

(i) above the maximum contaminant 
level; or 

(ii) that are not reliably and consistently 
below the maximum contaminant level. 

(4) Contents 

A petition submitted under this subsection 
shall, at a minimum—

(A) include a delineation of the source 
water area in the State that is the subject of 
the petition; 

(B) identify, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the origins of the drinking water 
contaminants that may be addressed by a 
petition (including to the maximum extent 
practicable the specific activities contrib-
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