§300gg-19b

the provision of obstetrical and gyneco-
logical care, and the ordering of related ob-
stetrical and gynecological items and serv-
ices, pursuant to the direct access described
under subparagraph (A), by a participating
health care professional who specializes in
obstetrics or gynecology as the authoriza-
tion of the primary care provider.
(2) Application of paragraph

A group health plan, or health insurance
issuer offering group or individual health in-
surance coverage, described in this paragraph
is a group health plan or coverage that—

(A) provides coverage for obstetric or
gynecologic care; and
(B) requires the designation by a partici-
pant, beneficiary, or enrollee of a partici-
pating primary care provider.
(3) Construction

Nothing in paragraph (1) shall be construed
to—

(A) waive any exclusions of coverage under
the terms and conditions of the plan or
health insurance coverage with respect to
coverage of obstetrical or gynecological
care; or

(B) preclude the group health plan or
health insurance issuer involved from re-
quiring that the obstetrical or gynecological
provider notify the primary care health care
professional or the plan or issuer of treat-
ment decisions.

(e) Application

The provisions of this section shall not apply
with respect to a group health plan, health in-
surance issuers, or group or individual health in-
surance coverage with respect to plan years be-
ginning on or on®% January 1, 2022.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVII, §2719A, as
added Pub. L. 111-148, title X, §10101(h), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 888; amended Pub. L. 116-260, div.
BB, title I, §102(a)(3)(A), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat.
27171.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 2701 of this Act, referred to in subsec.
(b)(1)(D), is a reference to section 2701 of act July 1,
1944. Section 2701, which was classified to section 300gg
of this title, was renumbered section 2704, effective for
plan years beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2014, with cer-
tain exceptions, and amended, by Pub. L. 111-148, title
I, §§1201(2), 1563(c)(1), formerly §1562(c)(1), title X,
§10107(b)(1), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 154, 264, 911, and was
transferred to section 300gg-3 of this title. A new sec-
tion 2701 of act July 1, 1944, related to fair health insur-
ance premiums, was added, effective for plan years be-
ginning on or after Jan. 1, 2014, and amended, by Pub.
L. 111-148, title I, §1201(4), title X, §10103(a), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 155, 892, and is classified to section 300gg
of this title.

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 111-148, which directed amendment of subpart
IT of part A of ‘“‘title XVIII” of act July 1, 1944, by in-
serting section 2719A after section 2719, was executed
by making the insertion in subpart II of part A of title
XXVII of the Act, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress.

580 in original.
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AMENDMENTS
2020—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 116-260 added subsec. (e).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2020 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 116-260 applicable with re-
spect to plan years beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2022,
see section 102(e) of div. BB of Pub. L. 116-260, set out
as a note under section 8902 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

§300gg-19b. Information on prescription drugs

(a) In general

A group health plan or a health insurance
issuer offering group or individual health insur-
ance coverage shall—

(1) not restrict, directly or indirectly, any
pharmacy that dispenses a prescription drug
to an enrollee in the plan or coverage from in-
forming (or penalize such pharmacy for in-
forming) an enrollee of any differential be-
tween the enrollee’s out-of-pocket cost under
the plan or coverage with respect to acquisi-
tion of the drug and the amount an individual
would pay for acquisition of the drug without
using any health plan or health insurance cov-
erage; and

(2) ensure that any entity that provides
pharmacy benefits management services under
a contract with any such health plan or health
insurance coverage does not, with respect to
such plan or coverage, restrict, directly or in-
directly, a pharmacy that dispenses a prescrip-
tion drug from informing (or penalize such
pharmacy for informing) an enrollee of any
differential between the enrollee’s out-of-
pocket cost under the plan or coverage with
respect to acquisition of the drug and the
amount an individual would pay for acquisi-
tion of the drug without using any health plan
or health insurance coverage.

(b) Definition

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘out-of-
pocket cost’, with respect to acquisition of a
drug, means the amount to be paid by the en-
rollee under the plan or coverage, including any
cost-sharing (including any deductible, copay-
ment, or coinsurance) and, as determined by the
Secretary, any other expenditure.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVII, §2729, as added
Pub. L. 115-263, §2, Oct. 10, 2018, 132 Stat. 3672.)

SUBPART 2—EXCLUSION OF PLANS;
ENFORCEMENT; PREEMPTION

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

This subpart 2 designation and heading was trans-
ferred along with sections 300gg-21 to 300gg-23 of this
title to appear before section 300gg-25 of this title to re-
flect the renumbering of the sections in the original
act by Pub. L. 111-148, title I, §§1001(4), 1563(c)(12)(D),
(13)(C), (14)(B), formerly §1562(c)(12)(D), (13)(C), (14)(B),
title X, §10107(b)(1), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 130, 269, 911.

Pub. L. 111-148, title I, §1563(c)(11), formerly
§1562(c)(11), title X, §10107(b)(1), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat.
268, 911, redesignated subpart 4 as subpart 2.

Pub. L. 104204, title VI, §604(a)(2), Sept. 26, 1996, 110
Stat. 2939, redesignated subpart 3 as 4.
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