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medical facility shall make the determination 
described in paragraph (1) and provide the ap-
plicable response specified in this subsection. 

(e) Time for making response 

After receiving a request under subsection (c) 
(including any such request resubmitted under 
subsection (g)(2)), a medical facility shall make 
the applicable response specified in subsection 
(d) as soon as is practicable, but not later than 
48 hours after receiving the request. 

(f) Death of victim of emergency 

(1) Facility ascertaining cause of death 

If a victim described in subsection (a) dies at 
or before reaching the medical facility in-
volved, and the medical facility receives a re-
quest under subsection (c), the medical facil-
ity shall provide a copy of the request to the 
medical facility ascertaining the cause of 
death of the victim, if such facility is a dif-
ferent medical facility than the facility that 
received the original request. 

(2) Responsibility of facility 

Upon the receipt of a copy of a request for 
purposes of paragraph (1), the duties otherwise 
established in this part regarding medical fa-
cilities shall apply to the medical facility 
ascertaining the cause of death of the victim 
in the same manner and to the same extent as 
such duties apply to the medical facility origi-
nally receiving the request. 

(g) Assistance of public health officer 

(1) Evaluation of response of medical facility 
regarding insufficient facts 

(A) In the case of a request under subsection 
(c) to which a medical facility has made the 
response specified in subsection (d)(4)(A) re-
garding the insufficiency of facts, the public 
health officer for the community in which the 
medical facility is located shall evaluate the 
request and the response, if the designated of-
ficer involved submits such documents to the 
officer with the request that the officer make 
such an evaluation. 

(B) As soon as is practicable after a public 
health officer receives a request under sub-
paragraph (A), but not later than 48 hours 
after receipt of the request, the public health 
officer shall complete the evaluation required 
in such paragraph and inform the designated 
officer of the results of the evaluation. 

(2) Findings of evaluation 

(A) If an evaluation under paragraph (1)(A) 
indicates that the facts provided to the med-
ical facility pursuant to subsection (c) were 
sufficient for purposes of determinations 
under subsection (d)(1)—

(i) the public health officer shall, on behalf 
of the designated officer involved, resubmit 
the request to the medical facility; and 

(ii) the medical facility shall provide to 
the designated officer the applicable re-
sponse specified in subsection (d).

(B) If an evaluation under paragraph (1)(A) 
indicates that the facts provided in the re-
quest to the medical facility were insufficient 
for purposes of determinations specified in 
subsection (c)—

(i) the public health officer shall provide 
advice to the designated officer regarding 
the collection and description of appropriate 
facts; and 

(ii) if sufficient facts are obtained by the 
designated officer—

(I) the public health officer shall, on be-
half of the designated officer involved, re-
submit the request to the medical facility; 
and 

(II) the medical facility shall provide to 
the designated officer the appropriate re-
sponse under subsection (c). 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, § 2695B, as added 
Pub. L. 111–87, § 13, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2898.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective as if enacted on Sept. 30, 2009, see 
section 2(a)(3)(B) of Pub. L. 111–87, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 2009 Amendment; Revival of Section note 
under section 300ff–11 of this title. 

§ 300ff–134. Procedures for notification of expo-
sure 

(a) Contents of notification to officer 

In making a notification required under sec-
tion 300ff–132 of this title or section 
300ff–133(d)(2) of this title, a medical facility 
shall provide—

(1) the name of the infectious disease in-
volved; and 

(2) the date on which the victim of the emer-
gency involved was transported by emergency 
response employees to the medical facility in-
volved. 

(b) Manner of notification 

If a notification under section 300ff–132 of this 
title or section 300ff–133(d)(2) of this title is 
mailed or otherwise indirectly made—

(1) the medical facility sending the notifica-
tion shall, upon sending the notification, in-
form the designated officer to whom the noti-
fication is sent of the fact that the notifica-
tion has been sent; and 

(2) such designated officer shall, not later 
than 10 days after being informed by the med-
ical facility that the notification has been 
sent, inform such medical facility whether the 
designated officer has received the notifica-
tion. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, § 2695C, as added 
Pub. L. 111–87, § 13, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2901.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective as if enacted on Sept. 30, 2009, see 
section 2(a)(3)(B) of Pub. L. 111–87, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 2009 Amendment; Revival of Section note 
under section 300ff–11 of this title. 

§ 300ff–135. Notification of employee 

(a) In general 

After receiving a notification for purposes of 
section 300ff–132 or 300ff–133(d)(2) of this title, a 
designated officer of emergency response em-
ployees shall, to the extent practicable, imme-
diately notify each of such employees who—
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(1) responded to the emergency involved; and 
(2) as indicated by guidelines developed by 

the Secretary, may have been exposed to an 
infectious disease. 

(b) Certain contents of notification to employee 

A notification under this subsection to an 
emergency response employee shall inform the 
employee of—

(1) the fact that the employee may have 
been exposed to an infectious disease and the 
name of the disease involved; 

(2) any action by the employee that, as indi-
cated by guidelines developed by the Sec-
retary, is medically appropriate; and 

(3) if medically appropriate under such cri-
teria, the date of such emergency. 

(c) Responses other than notification of exposure 

After receiving a response under paragraph (3) 
or (4) of subsection (d) of section 300ff–133 of this 
title, or a response under subsection (g)(1) of 
such section, the designated officer for the em-
ployee shall, to the extent practicable, imme-
diately inform the employee of the response. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, § 2695D, as added 
Pub. L. 111–87, § 13, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2901.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective as if enacted on Sept. 30, 2009, see 
section 2(a)(3)(B) of Pub. L. 111–87, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 2009 Amendment; Revival of Section note 
under section 300ff–11 of this title. 

§ 300ff–136. Selection of designated officers 

(a) In general 

For the purposes of receiving notifications and 
responses and making requests under this part 
on behalf of emergency response employees, the 
public health officer of each State shall des-
ignate 1 official or officer of each employer of 
emergency response employees in the State. 

(b) Preference in making designations 

In making the designations required in sub-
section (a), a public health officer shall give 
preference to individuals who are trained in the 
provision of health care or in the control of in-
fectious diseases. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, § 2695E, as added 
Pub. L. 111–87, § 13, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2901.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective as if enacted on Sept. 30, 2009, see 
section 2(a)(3)(B) of Pub. L. 111–87, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 2009 Amendment; Revival of Section note 
under section 300ff–11 of this title. 

§ 300ff–137. Limitation with respect to duties of 
medical facilities 

The duties established in this part for a med-
ical facility—

(1) shall apply only to medical information 
possessed by the facility during the period in 
which the facility is treating the victim for 
conditions arising from the emergency, or dur-
ing the 60-day period beginning on the date on 

which the victim is transported by emergency 
response employees to the facility, whichever 
period expires first; and 

(2) shall not apply to any extent after the ex-
piration of the 30-day period beginning on the 
expiration of the applicable period referred to 
in paragraph (1), except that such duties shall 
apply with respect to any request under sec-
tion 300ff–133(c) of this title received by a med-
ical facility before the expiration of such 30-
day period. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, § 2695F, as added 
Pub. L. 111–87, § 13, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2901.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective as if enacted on Sept. 30, 2009, see 
section 2(a)(3)(B) of Pub. L. 111–87, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 2009 Amendment; Revival of Section note 
under section 300ff–11 of this title. 

§ 300ff–138. Miscellaneous provisions 

(a) Liability of medical facilities, designated offi-
cers, public health officers, and governing 
entities 

This part may not be construed to authorize 
any cause of action for damages or any civil 
penalty against any medical facility, any des-
ignated officer, any other public health officer, 
or any governing entity of such facility or offi-
cer for failure to comply with the duties estab-
lished in this part. 

(b) Testing 

This part may not, with respect to victims of 
emergencies, be construed to authorize or re-
quire a medical facility to test any such victim 
for any infectious disease. 

(c) Confidentiality 

This part may not be construed to authorize 
or require any medical facility, any designated 
officer of emergency response employees, or any 
such employee, to disclose identifying informa-
tion with respect to a victim of an emergency or 
with respect to an emergency response em-
ployee. 

(d) Failure to provide emergency services 

This part may not be construed to authorize 
any emergency response employee to fail to re-
spond, or to deny services, to any victim of an 
emergency. 

(e) Notification and reporting deadlines 

In any case in which the Secretary determines 
that, wholly or partially as a result of a public 
health emergency that has been determined pur-
suant to section 247d(a) of this title, individuals 
or public or private entities are unable to com-
ply with the requirements of this part, the Sec-
retary may, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, temporarily suspend, in whole or in 
part, the requirements of this part as the cir-
cumstances reasonably require. Before or 
promptly after such a suspension, the Secretary 
shall notify the Congress of such action and pub-
lish in the Federal Register a notice of the sus-
pension. 

(f) Continued application of State and local law 

Nothing in this part shall be construed to 
limit the application of State or local laws that 
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