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may prescribe so as to insure that economic sta-
tus shall not be a deterrent to participation in
the programs assisted under this subchapter.

(d) Suitability of informational or educational
materials

(1) A grant may be made or a contract entered
into under section 300 or 300a-3 of this title only
upon assurances satisfactory to the Secretary
that informational or educational materials de-
veloped or made available under the grant or
contract will be suitable for the purposes of this
subchapter and for the population or community
to which they are to be made available, taking
into account the educational and cultural back-
ground of the individuals to whom such mate-
rials are addressed and the standards of such
population or community with respect to such
materials.

(2) In the case of any grant or contract under
section 300 of this title, such assurances shall
provide for the review and approval of the suit-
ability of such materials, prior to their distribu-
tion, by an advisory committee established by
the grantee or contractor in accordance with
the Secretary’s regulations. Such a committee
shall include individuals broadly representative
of the population or community to which the
materials are to be made available.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, §1006, as added Pub.
L. 91-572, §6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1507;
amended Pub. L. 94-63, title II, §204(c), (d), July
29, 1975, 89 Stat. 308; Pub. L. 95-613, §1(a)(2), Nov.
8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3093.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1978—Pub. L. 95-613 added subsec. (d).

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-63, §204(c), inserted pro-
visions relating to amount of grants authorized pursu-
ant to sections of this subchapter.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 94-63, §204(d), inserted provision
relating to economic status as part of the criteria to be
included within definition of ‘‘low-income family”’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-63 effective July 1, 1975, see
section 608 of Pub. L. 94-63, set out as a note under sec-
tion 247b of this title.

§300a-5. Voluntary participation by individuals;
participation not prerequisite for eligibility
or receipt of other services and information

The acceptance by any individual of family
planning services or family planning or popu-
lation growth information (including edu-
cational materials) provided through financial
assistance under this subchapter (whether by
grant or contract) shall be voluntary and shall
not be a prerequisite to eligibility for or receipt
of any other service or assistance from, or to
participation in, any other program of the enti-
ty or individual that provided such service or in-
formation.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, §1007, as added Pub.
L. 91-572, §6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1508.)
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§300a-6. Prohibition against funding programs
using abortion as family planning method

None of the funds appropriated under this sub-
chapter shall be used in programs where abor-
tion is a method of family planning.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, §1008, as added Pub.
L. 91-572, §6(c), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1508.)

§300a-6a. Repealed. Pub. L. 105-362, title VI,
§601(a)(1)(G), Nov. 10, 1998, 112 Stat. 3285

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title X, §1009, as
added Pub. L. 94-63, title II, §203(a), July 29, 1975, 89
Stat. 307; amended Pub. L. 96-88, title V, §509(b), Oct.
17, 1979, 93 Stat. 695; Pub. L. 104-66, title I, §1062(c), Dec.
21, 1995, 109 Stat. 720, related to plans and reports con-
cerning family planning services.

§ 300a-7. Sterilization or abortion
(a) Omitted

(b) Prohibition of public officials and public au-
thorities from imposition of certain require-
ments contrary to religious beliefs or moral
convictions

The receipt of any grant, contract, loan, or
loan guarantee under the Public Health Service
Act [42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.], the Community Men-
tal Health Centers Act [42 U.S.C. 2689 et seq.], or
the Developmental Disabilities Services and Fa-
cilities Construction Act [42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.]
by any individual or entity does not authorize
any court or any public official or other public
authority to require—

(1) such individual to perform or assist in
the performance of any sterilization procedure
or abortion if his performance or assistance in
the performance of such procedure or abortion
would be contrary to his religious beliefs or
moral convictions; or

(2) such entity to—

(A) make its facilities available for the
performance of any sterilization procedure
or abortion if the performance of such proce-
dure or abortion in such facilities is prohib-
ited by the entity on the basis of religious
beliefs or moral convictions, or

(B) provide any personnel for the perform-
ance or assistance in the performance of any
sterilization procedure or abortion if the
performance or assistance in the perform-
ance of such procedures or abortion by such
personnel would be contrary to the religious
beliefs or moral convictions of such per-
sonnel.

(c) Discrimination prohibition

(1) No entity which receives a grant, contract,
loan, or loan guarantee under the Public Health
Service Act [42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.], the Commu-
nity Mental Health Centers Act [42 U.S.C. 2689 et
seq.], or the Developmental Disabilities Services
and Facilities Construction Act [42 U.S.C. 6000 et
seq.] after June 18, 1973, may—

(A) discriminate in the employment, pro-
motion, or termination of employment of any
physician or other health care personnel, or

(B) discriminate in the extension of staff or
other privileges to any physician or other
health care personnel,

because he performed or assisted in the perform-
ance of a lawful sterilization procedure or abor-
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tion, because he refused to perform or assist in
the performance of such a procedure or abortion
on the grounds that his performance or assist-
ance in the performance of the procedure or
abortion would be contrary to his religious be-
liefs or moral convictions, or because of his reli-
gious beliefs or moral convictions respecting
sterilization procedures or abortions.
(2) No entity which receives after July 12, 1974,
a grant or contract for biomedical or behavioral
research under any program administered by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services may—
(A) discriminate in the employment, pro-
motion, or termination of employment of any
physician or other health care personnel, or
(B) discriminate in the extension of staff or
other privileges to any physician or other
health care personnel,

because he performed or assisted in the perform-
ance of any lawful health service or research ac-
tivity, because he refused to perform or assist in
the performance of any such service or activity
on the grounds that his performance or assist-
ance in the performance of such service or activ-
ity would be contrary to his religious beliefs or
moral convictions, or because of his religious be-
liefs or moral convictions respecting any such
service or activity.

(d) Individual rights respecting certain require-
ments contrary to religious beliefs or moral
convictions

No individual shall be required to perform or
assist in the performance of any part of a health
service program or research activity funded in
whole or in part under a program administered
by the Secretary of Health and Human Services
if his performance or assistance in the perform-
ance of such part of such program or activity
would be contrary to his religious beliefs or
moral convictions.

(e) Prohibition on entities receiving Federal
grant, etc., from discriminating against ap-
plicants for training or study because of re-
fusal of applicant to participate on religious
or moral grounds

No entity which receives, after September 29,
1979, any grant, contract, loan, loan guarantee,
or interest subsidy under the Public Health
Service Act [42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.], the Commu-
nity Mental Health Centers Act [42 U.S.C. 2689 et
seq.], or the Developmental Disabilities Assist-
ance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 [42 U.S.C.
15001 et seq.] may deny admission or otherwise
discriminate against any applicant (including
applicants for internships and residencies) for
training or study because of the applicant’s re-
luctance, or willingness, to counsel, suggest,
recommend, assist, or in any way participate in
the performance of abortions or sterilizations
contrary to or consistent with the applicant’s
religious beliefs or moral convictions.

(Pub. L. 93-45, title IV, §401, June 18, 1973, 87
Stat. 95; Pub. L. 93-348, title II, §214, July 12,
1974, 88 Stat. 353; Pub. L. 96-76, title II, §208,
Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 583; Pub. L. 96-88, title V,
§509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 695; Pub. L. 106402,
title IV, §401(b)(5), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1738.)
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Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Public Health Service Act, referred to in subsecs.
(b), (¢)(1), and (e), is act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 58 Stat.
682, which is classified generally to this chapter (§201 et
seq.). For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 201 of
this title and Tables.

The Community Mental Health Centers Act, referred
to in subsecs. (b), (c)(1), and (e), is title II of Pub. L.
88-164, as added Pub. L. 94-63, title III, §303, July 29,
1975, 89 Stat. 309, and amended, which was classified
principally to subchapter III (§2689 et seq.) of chapter 33
of this title prior to its repeal by Pub. L. 97-35, title IX,
§902(e)(2)(B), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 560.

The Developmental Disabilities Services and Facili-
ties Construction Act, referred to in subsecs. (b) and
(c)(1), is title I of Pub. L. 88-164, Oct. 31, 1963, 77 Stat.
282, as renamed by Pub. L. 91-518, title II, §207(a), Oct.
30, 1970, 84 Stat. 1327. Title I of Pub. L. 88-164, which
was subsequently renamed the Developmental Disabil-
ities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act by Pub. L.
95-602, title V, §502, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 3003, and
amended generally by Pub. L. 98-527, §2, Oct. 19, 1984, 98
Stat. 2662, was classified generally to chapter 75 (§6000
et seq.) of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 106-402,
title IV, §401(a), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1737. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables.

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. (e), is Pub. L.
106-402, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1677, which is classified
principally to chapter 144 (§15001 et seq.) of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 15001 of this title
and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of Health Programs Ex-
tension Act of 1973, and not as part of Public Health
Services Act which comprises this chapter.

Subsec. (a) of this section amended section 601 of Pub.
L. 91-296, which is set out as an Availability of Appro-
priations note under section 201 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 106-402 substituted ‘‘or the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000 may deny’ for ‘‘or the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act
may deny’’.

1979—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96-76 added subsec. (e).

1974—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93-348, §214, designated ex-
isting provisions as par. (1), redesignated pars. (1) and
(2) of such provisions as subpars. (A) and (B), and added
par. (2).

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93-348, §214(b), added subsec. (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘““‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’” sub-
stituted for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare’ in subsecs. (¢)(2) and (d) pursuant to section 509(b)
of Pub. L. 96-88, which is classified to section 3508(b) of
Title 20, Education.

§300a-8. Penalty for United States, etc., officer
or employee coercing or endeavoring to co-
erce procedure upon beneficiary of Federal
program

Any—
(1) officer or employee of the United States,
(2) officer or employee of any State, political
subdivision of a State, or any other entity,
which administers or supervises the adminis-
tration of any program receiving Federal fi-
nancial assistance, or
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