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for ‘‘$43,000,000 for fiscal year 2011, and such sums as 
may be necessary for each of the fiscal years 2012 
through 2015’’. 

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–148 amended subsec. (a) 
generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘For the purpose of carrying out this subpart, there is 
authorized to be appropriated $9,100,000 for fiscal year 
1998, and such sums as may be necessary for each of the 
fiscal years 1999 through 2002.’’

SUBPART 3—RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION 
PROGRAMS 

§ 295f. Investment in tomorrow’s pediatric health 
care workforce 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish and carry out a 
pediatric specialty loan repayment program 
under which the eligible individual agrees to be 
employed full-time for a specified period (which 
shall not be less than 2 years) in providing pedi-
atric medical subspecialty, pediatric surgical 
specialty, or child and adolescent mental and 
behavioral health care, including substance 
abuse prevention and treatment services. 

(b) Program administration 

Through the program established under this 
section, the Secretary shall enter into contracts 
with qualified health professionals under 
which—

(1) such qualified health professionals will 
agree to provide pediatric medical sub-
specialty, pediatric surgical specialty, or child 
and adolescent mental and behavioral health 
care in an area with a shortage of the specified 
pediatric subspecialty that has a sufficient pe-
diatric population to support such pediatric 
subspecialty, as determined by the Secretary; 
and 

(2) the Secretary agrees to make payments 
on the principal and interest of under-
graduate, graduate, or graduate medical edu-
cation loans of professionals described in para-
graph (1) of not more than $35,000 a year for 
each year of agreed upon service under such 
paragraph for a period of not more than 3 
years during the qualified health profes-
sional’s—

(A) participation in an accredited pediatric 
medical subspecialty, pediatric surgical spe-
cialty, or child and adolescent mental health 
subspecialty residency or fellowship; or 

(B) employment as a pediatric medical 
subspecialist, pediatric surgical specialist, 
or child and adolescent mental health pro-
fessional serving an area or population de-
scribed in such paragraph. 

(c) In general 

(1) Eligible individuals 

(A) Pediatric medical specialists and pedi-
atric surgical specialists 

For purposes of contracts with respect to 
pediatric medical specialists and pediatric 
surgical specialists, the term ‘‘qualified 
health professional’’ means a licensed physi-
cian who—

(i) is entering or receiving training in an 
accredited pediatric medical subspecialty 
or pediatric surgical specialty residency or 
fellowship; or 

(ii) has completed (but not prior to the 
end of the calendar year in which this sec-
tion is enacted) the training described in 
subparagraph (B). 

(B) Child and adolescent mental and behav-
ioral health 

For purposes of contracts with respect to 
child and adolescent mental and behavioral 
health care, the term ‘‘qualified health pro-
fessional’’ means a health care professional 
who—

(i) has received specialized training or 
clinical experience in child and adolescent 
mental health in psychiatry, psychology, 
school psychology, behavioral pediatrics, 
psychiatric nursing, social work, school 
social work, substance abuse disorder pre-
vention and treatment, marriage and fam-
ily therapy, school counseling, or profes-
sional counseling; 

(ii) has a license or certification in a 
State to practice allopathic medicine, os-
teopathic medicine, psychology, school 
psychology, psychiatric nursing, social 
work, school social work, marriage and 
family therapy, school counseling, or pro-
fessional counseling; or 

(iii) is a mental health service profes-
sional who completed (but not before the 
end of the calendar year in which this sec-
tion is enacted) specialized training or 
clinical experience in child and adolescent 
mental health described in clause (i). 

(2) Additional eligibility requirements 

The Secretary may not enter into a contract 
under this subsection with an eligible indi-
vidual unless—

(A) the individual agrees to work in, or for 
a provider serving, a health professional 
shortage area or medically underserved area, 
or to serve a medically underserved popu-
lation; 

(B) the individual is a United States cit-
izen or a permanent legal United States resi-
dent; and 

(C) if the individual is enrolled in a grad-
uate program, the program is accredited, 
and the individual has an acceptable level of 
academic standing (as determined by the 
Secretary). 

(d) Priority 

In entering into contracts under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall give priority to ap-
plicants who—

(1) are or will be working in a school or 
other pre-kindergarten, elementary, or sec-
ondary education setting; 

(2) have familiarity with evidence-based 
methods and cultural and linguistic com-
petence health care services; and 

(3) demonstrate financial need. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal 
years 2021 through 2025. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VII, § 775, as added 
Pub. L. 111–148, title V, § 5203, Mar. 23, 2010, 124 
Stat. 607; amended Pub. L. 116–136, div. A, title 
III, § 3401(13), Mar. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 387.)
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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The calendar year in which this section is enacted, 
referred to in subsec. (c)(1)(A)(ii), (B)(iii), probably 
means the calendar year in which Pub. L. 111–148 was 
enacted. Such Act was approved Mar. 23, 2010. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 295f, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VII, 
§ 770, as added Oct. 22, 1965, Pub. L. 89–290, § 2(a), 79 Stat. 
1052; amended Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title I, 
§ 111(a), 82 Stat. 774; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–157, title I, 
§ 104(a), 85 Stat. 437; Oct. 12, 1976, Pub. L. 94–484, title I, 
§ 101(k), title V, § 501(a)–(c), 90 Stat. 2245, 2290, 2291; Aug. 
13, 1981, Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2746(a)(1), 95 Stat. 
927; Oct. 22, 1985, Pub. L. 99–129, title II, § 211(a)(1), 99 
Stat. 537; Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 100–607, title VI, § 606(a), 
102 Stat. 3127, related to capitation grants for schools 
of public health, prior to repeal by act July 1, 1944, ch. 
373, title VII, § 773, as added Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 100–607, 
title VI, § 606(b), 102 Stat. 3127, effective Oct. 1, 1990. 

A prior section 775 of act July 1, 1944, was renumbered 
section 772 by Pub. L. 94–484, and was classified to sec-
tion 295f–2 of this title prior to repeal by act July 1, 
1944, ch. 373, title VII, § 773, as added Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. 
L. 100–607, title VI, § 606(b), 102 Stat. 3127. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 116–136 substituted ‘‘such 
sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2021 
through 2025.’’ for ‘‘$30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2010 through 2014 to carry out subsection (c)(1)(A) and 
$20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 through 2013 to 
carry out subsection (c)(1)(B).’’

§ 295f–1. Public Health Workforce Loan Repay-
ment Program 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish the Public 
Health Workforce Loan Repayment Program 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Program’’) to 
assure an adequate supply of, and encourage re-
cruitment and retention of, public health profes-
sionals to eliminate critical public health work-
force shortages in State, local, and Tribal public 
health agencies. 

(b) Eligibility 

To be eligible to participate in the Program, 
an individual shall—

(1)(A)(i) be accepted for enrollment, or be en-
rolled, as a student in an accredited institu-
tion of higher education or school of public 
health in the final semester (or equivalent) of 
a program leading to a certificate or degree, 
including a master’s or doctoral degree, in 
public health, epidemiology, laboratory 
sciences, data systems, data science, data ana-
lytics, informatics, statistics, or another sub-
ject matter related to public health; and 

(ii) be employed by, or have accepted em-
ployment with, a State, local, or Tribal public 
health agency, or a related training fellowship 
at such State, local, or Tribal public health 
agency, as recognized by the Secretary, to 
commence upon graduation; or 

(B)(i) have graduated, during the preceding 
10-year period, from an accredited institution 
of higher education or school of public health 
and received a certificate or degree, including 
a master’s or doctoral degree, in public health, 
epidemiology, laboratory sciences, data sys-
tems, data science, data analytics, 

informatics, statistics, or another subject 
matter related to public health; and 

(ii) be employed by, or have accepted em-
ployment with, a State, local, or Tribal public 
health agency or a related training fellowship 
at such State, local, or Tribal public health 
agency, as recognized by the Secretary; 

(2) be a United States citizen; and 
(3)(A) submit an application to the Sec-

retary to participate in the Program; 
(B) execute a written contract as required in 

subsection (c); and 
(4) not have received, for the same service, a 

reduction of loan obligations under section 
1087e(m), 1078–10, 1078–11, 1078–12, or 1087j of 
title 20. 

(c) Contract 

The written contract (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘written contract’’) between the Sec-
retary and an individual shall contain—

(1) an agreement on the part of the Sec-
retary that the Secretary will repay on behalf 
of the individual loans incurred by the indi-
vidual in the pursuit of the relevant degree or 
certificate in accordance with the terms of the 
contract; 

(2) an agreement on the part of the indi-
vidual that the individual will serve in the 
full-time employment of a State, local, or 
Tribal public health agency or a related fel-
lowship program in a position related to the 
course of study or program for which the con-
tract was awarded for a period of time (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘period of obli-
gated service’’) of at least 3 consecutive years;

(3) an agreement, as appropriate, on the part 
of the individual to relocate to a priority serv-
ice area (as determined by the Secretary) in 
exchange for an additional loan repayment in-
centive amount to be determined by the Sec-
retary; 

(4) a provision that any financial obligation 
of the United States arising out of a contract 
entered into under this section and any obliga-
tion of the individual that is conditioned 
thereon, is contingent on funds being appro-
priated for loan repayments under this sec-
tion; 

(5) a statement of the damages to which the 
United States is entitled,1 under this section 
for the individual’s breach of the contract; and 

(6) such other statements of the rights and 
liabilities of the Secretary and of the indi-
vidual, not inconsistent with this section. 

(d) Payments 

(1) In general 

A loan repayment provided for an individual 
under a written contract under the Program 
shall consist of payment, in accordance with 
paragraph (2), for the individual toward the 
outstanding principal and interest on edu-
cation loans incurred by the individual in the 
pursuit of the relevant degree or certificate 
described in subsection (b)(1) in accordance 
with the terms of the contract. 
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