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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 285a. National Cancer Program 

The National Cancer Program shall consist of 
(1) an expanded, intensified, and coordinated 
cancer research program encompassing the re-
search programs conducted and supported by the 
Institute and the related research programs of 
the other national research institutes, including 
an expanded and intensified research program 
for the prevention of cancer caused by occupa-
tional or environmental exposure to carcino-
gens, and (2) the other programs and activities 
of the Institute. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 411, as added Pub. 
L. 99–158, § 2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 832.) 

§ 285a–1. Cancer control programs 

The Director of the Institute shall establish 
and support demonstration, education, and 
other programs for the detection, diagnosis, pre-
vention, and treatment of cancer and for reha-
bilitation and counseling respecting cancer. Pro-
grams established and supported under this sec-
tion shall include—

(1) locally initiated education and dem-
onstration programs (and regional networks of 
such programs) to transmit research results 
and to disseminate information respecting—

(A) the detection, diagnosis, prevention, 
and treatment of cancer, 

(B) the continuing care of cancer patients 
and the families of cancer patients, and 

(C) rehabilitation and counseling respect-
ing cancer,

to physicians and other health professionals 
who provide care to individuals who have can-
cer; 

(2) the demonstration of and the education 
of students of the health professions and 
health professionals in—

(A) effective methods for the prevention 
and early detection of cancer and the identi-
fication of individuals with a high risk of de-
veloping cancer, and 

(B) improved methods of patient referral 
to appropriate centers for early diagnosis 
and treatment of cancer; and

(3) the demonstration of new methods for the 
dissemination of information to the general 
public concerning the prevention, early detec-
tion, diagnosis, and treatment and control of 
cancer and information concerning unap-
proved and ineffective methods, drugs, and de-
vices for the diagnosis, prevention, treatment, 
and control of cancer. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 412, as added Pub. 
L. 99–158, § 2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 832.) 

§ 285a–2. Special authorities of Director 

(a) Information and education program 

(1) The Director of the Institute shall estab-
lish an information and education program to 
collect, identify, analyze, and disseminate on a 
timely basis, through publications and other ap-
propriate means, to cancer patients and their 
families, physicians and other health profes-
sionals, and the general public, information on 
cancer research, diagnosis, prevention, and 
treatment (including information respecting nu-

trition programs for cancer patients and the re-
lationship between nutrition and cancer). The 
Director of the Institute may take such action 
as may be necessary to insure that all channels 
for the dissemination and exchange of scientific 
knowledge and information are maintained be-
tween the Institute and the public and between 
the Institute and other scientific, medical, and 
biomedical disciplines and organizations nation-
ally and internationally. 

(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Director 
of the Institute shall—

(A) provide public and patient information 
and education programs, providing informa-
tion that will help individuals take personal 
steps to reduce their risk of cancer, to make 
them aware of early detection techniques and 
to motivate appropriate utilization of those 
techniques, to help individuals deal with can-
cer if it strikes, and to provide information to 
improve long-term survival; 

(B) continue and expand programs to provide 
physicians and the public with state-of-the-art 
information on the treatment of particular 
forms of cancers, and to identify those clinical 
trials that might benefit patients while ad-
vancing knowledge of cancer treatment; 

(C) assess the incorporation of state-of-the-
art cancer treatments into clinical practice 
and the extent to which cancer patients re-
ceive such treatments and include the results 
of such assessments in the biennial reports re-
quired under section 284b 1 of this title; 

(D) maintain and operate the International 
Cancer Research Data Bank, which shall col-
lect, catalog, store, and disseminate insofar as 
feasible the results of cancer research and 
treatment undertaken in any country for the 
use of any person involved in cancer research 
and treatment in any country; and 

(E) to the extent practicable, in dissemi-
nating the results of such cancer research and 
treatment, utilize information systems avail-
able to the public. 

(b) National Cancer Program 

The Director of the Institute in carrying out 
the National Cancer Program—

(1) shall establish or support the large-scale 
production or distribution of specialized bio-
logical materials and other therapeutic sub-
stances for cancer research and set standards 
of safety and care for persons using such mate-
rials; 

(2) shall, in consultation with the advisory 
council for the Institute, support (A) research 
in the cancer field outside the United States 
by highly qualified foreign nationals which 
can be expected to benefit the American peo-
ple, (B) collaborative research involving 
American and foreign participants, and (C) the 
training of American scientists abroad and 
foreign scientists in the United States; 

(3) shall, in consultation with the advisory 
council for the Institute, support appropriate 
programs of education and training (including 
continuing education and laboratory and clin-
ical research training); 

(4) shall encourage and coordinate cancer re-
search by industrial concerns where such con-
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