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appropriate and relevant integration with 
other disciplines such as primary care clini-
cians, early intervention specialists, child wel-
fare staff, home visitors, early care and edu-
cation providers, and others who work with 
young children and families. 

(3) Provide mental health consultation to 
personnel of early care and education pro-
grams (including licensed or regulated center-
based and home-based child care, home vis-
iting, preschool special education, and early 
intervention programs) who work with chil-
dren and families. 

(4) Provide training for mental health clini-
cians in infant and early childhood in prom-
ising and evidence-based practices and models 
for infant and early childhood mental health 
treatment and early intervention, including 
with regard to practices for identifying and 
treating mental illness and behavioral dis-
orders of infants and children resulting from 
exposure or repeated exposure to adverse 
childhood experiences or childhood trauma. 

(5) Provide age-appropriate assessment, di-
agnostic, and intervention services for eligible 
children, including early mental health pro-
motion, intervention, and treatment services. 

(e) Matching funds 

The Secretary may not award a grant under 
this section to an eligible entity unless the eli-
gible entity agrees, with respect to the costs to 
be incurred by the eligible entity in carrying 
out the activities described in subsection (d), to 
make available non-Federal contributions (in 
cash or in kind) toward such costs in an amount 
that is not less than 10 percent of the total 
amount of Federal funds provided in the grant. 

(f) Technical assistance 

The Secretary may, directly or by awarding 
grants or contracts to public and private non-
profit entities, provide training and technical 
assistance to eligible entities to carry out ac-
tivities described in subsection (d). 

(g) Authorization of appropriations 

To carry out this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated $50,000,000 for the period of 
fiscal years 2023 through 2027. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 399Z–2, as added 
Pub. L. 114–255, div. B, title X, § 10006, Dec. 13, 
2016, 130 Stat. 1267; amended Pub. L. 117–328, div. 
FF, title I, § 1402, Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5699.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 117–328, § 1402(2), added sub-
sec. (f). Former subsec. (f) redesignated (g). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 117–328, § 1402(1), (3), redesignated 
subsec. (f) as (g) and substituted ‘‘$50,000,000 for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2023 through 2027’’ for ‘‘$20,000,000 for 
the period of fiscal years 2018 through 2022’’. 

§ 280h–7. Grants to improve trauma support serv-
ices and mental health care for children and 
youth in educational settings 

(a) Grants, contracts, and cooperative agree-
ments authorized 

The Secretary, in coordination with the As-
sistant Secretary for Mental Health and Sub-

stance Use, is authorized to award grants to, or 
enter into contracts or cooperative agreements 
with, State educational agencies, local edu-
cational agencies, Indian Tribes (as defined in 
section 5304 of title 25) or their tribal edu-
cational agencies, a school operated by the Bu-
reau of Indian Education, a Regional Corpora-
tion, or a Native Hawaiian educational organiza-
tion, for the purpose of increasing student ac-
cess to evidence-based trauma support services 
and mental health care by developing innovative 
initiatives, activities, or programs to link local 
school systems with local trauma-informed sup-
port and mental health systems, including those 
under the Indian Health Service. 

(b) Duration 

With respect to a grant, contract, or coopera-
tive agreement awarded or entered into under 
this section, the period during which payments 
under such grant, contract or agreement are 
made to the recipient may not exceed 4 years. 

(c) Use of funds 

An entity that receives a grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement under this section shall 
use amounts made available through such grant, 
contract, or cooperative agreement for evidence-
based activities, which shall include any of the 
following: 

(1) Collaborative efforts between school-
based service systems and trauma-informed 
support and mental health service systems to 
provide, develop, or improve prevention, 
screening, referral, and treatment and support 
services to students, such as providing trauma 
screenings to identify students in need of spe-
cialized support. 

(2) To implement schoolwide positive behav-
ioral interventions and supports, or other 
trauma-informed models of support. 

(3) To provide professional development to 
teachers, teacher assistants, school leaders, 
specialized instructional support personnel, 
and mental health professionals that—

(A) fosters safe and stable learning envi-
ronments that prevent and mitigate the ef-
fects of trauma, including through social 
and emotional learning; 

(B) improves school capacity to identify, 
refer, and provide services to students in 
need of trauma support or behavioral health 
services; or 

(C) reflects the best practices for trauma-
informed identification, referral, and sup-
port developed by the Task Force under sec-
tion 7132.

(4) Services at a full-service community 
school that focuses on trauma-informed sup-
ports, which may include a full-time site coor-
dinator, or other activities consistent with 
section 7275 of title 20. 

(5) Engaging families and communities in ef-
forts to increase awareness of child and youth 
trauma, which may include sharing best prac-
tices with law enforcement regarding trauma-
informed care and working with mental health 
professionals to provide interventions, as well 
as longer term coordinated care within the 
community for children and youth who have 
experienced trauma and their families. 
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(6) To provide technical assistance to school 
systems and mental health agencies. 

(7) To evaluate the effectiveness of the pro-
gram carried out under this section in increas-
ing student access to evidence-based trauma 
support services and mental health care. 

(8) To establish partnerships with or provide 
subgrants to Head Start agencies (including 
Early Head Start agencies), public and private 
preschool programs, child care programs (in-
cluding home-based providers), or other enti-
ties described in subsection (a), to include 
such entities described in this paragraph in 
the evidence-based trauma initiatives, activi-
ties, support services, and mental health sys-
tems established under this section in order to 
provide, develop, or improve prevention, 
screening, referral, and treatment and support 
services to young children and their families. 

(d) Applications 

To be eligible to receive a grant, contract, or 
cooperative agreement under this section, an en-
tity described in subsection (a) shall submit an 
application to the Secretary at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such information 
as the Secretary may reasonably require, which 
shall include the following: 

(1) A description of the innovative initia-
tives, activities, or programs to be funded 
under the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement, including how such program will 
increase access to evidence-based trauma sup-
port services and mental health care for stu-
dents, and, as applicable, the families of such 
students. 

(2) A description of how the program will 
provide linguistically appropriate and cul-
turally competent services. 

(3) A description of how the program will 
support students and the school in improving 
the school climate in order to support an envi-
ronment conducive to learning. 

(4) An assurance that—
(A) persons providing services under the 

grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
are adequately trained to provide such serv-
ices; and 

(B) teachers, school leaders, administra-
tors, specialized instructional support per-
sonnel, representatives of local Indian 
Tribes or tribal organizations as appro-
priate, other school personnel, and parents 
or guardians of students participating in 
services under this section will be engaged 
and involved in the design and implementa-
tion of the services.

(5) A description of how the applicant will 
support and integrate existing school-based 
services with the program in order to provide 
mental health services for students, as appro-
priate. 

(6) A description of the entities in the com-
munity with which the applicant will partner 
or to which the applicant will provide sub-
grants in accordance with subsection (c)(8). 

(e) Interagency agreements 

(1) Local interagency agreements 

To ensure the provision of the services de-
scribed in subsection (c), a recipient of a 

grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
under this section, or their designee, shall es-
tablish a local interagency agreement among 
local educational agencies, agencies respon-
sible for early childhood education programs, 
Head Start agencies (including Early Head 
Start agencies), juvenile justice authorities, 
mental health agencies, child welfare agen-
cies, and other relevant agencies, authorities, 
or entities in the community that will be in-
volved in the provision of such services. 

(2) Contents 

In ensuring the provision of the services de-
scribed in subsection (c), the local interagency 
agreement shall specify with respect to each 
agency, authority, or entity that is a party to 
such agreement—

(A) the financial responsibility for the 
services; 

(B) the conditions and terms of responsi-
bility for the services, including quality, ac-
countability, and coordination of the serv-
ices; and 

(C) the conditions and terms of reimburse-
ment among such agencies, authorities, or 
entities, including procedures for dispute 
resolution. 

(f) Evaluation 

The Secretary shall reserve not more than 3 
percent of the funds made available under sub-
section (l) for each fiscal year to—

(1) conduct a rigorous, independent evalua-
tion of the activities funded under this sec-
tion; and 

(2) disseminate and promote the utilization 
of evidence-based practices regarding trauma 
support services and mental health care. 

(g) Distribution of awards 

The Secretary shall ensure that grants, con-
tracts, and cooperative agreements awarded or 
entered into under this section are equitably 
distributed among the geographical regions of 
the United States and among tribal, urban, sub-
urban, and rural populations. 

(h) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed—
(1) to prohibit an entity involved with a pro-

gram carried out under this section from re-
porting a crime that is committed by a stu-
dent to appropriate authorities; or 

(2) to prevent Federal, State, and tribal law 
enforcement and judicial authorities from ex-
ercising their responsibilities with regard to 
the application of Federal, tribal, and State 
law to crimes committed by a student. 

(i) Supplement, not supplant 

Any services provided through programs car-
ried out under this section shall supplement, 
and not supplant, existing mental health serv-
ices, including any special education and related 
services provided under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et 
seq.). 

(j) Consultation with Indian Tribes 

In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall, in a timely manner, meaningfully consult 
with Indian Tribes and their representatives to 
ensure notice of eligibility. 
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1 So in original. 

(k) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Elementary school 

The term ‘‘elementary school’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 7801 of 
title 20. 

(2) Evidence-based 

The term ‘‘evidence-based’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 7801(21)(A)(i) of 
title 20. 

(3) Native Hawaiian educational organization 

The term ‘‘Native Hawaiian educational or-
ganization’’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 7517 of title 20. 

(4) Local educational agency 

The term ‘‘local educational agency’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 7801 of 
title 20. 

(5) Regional Corporation 

The term ‘‘Regional Corporation’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 1602 of title 
43).1 

(6) School 

The term ‘‘school’’ means a public elemen-
tary school or public secondary school. 

(7) School leader 

The term ‘‘school leader’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 7801 of title 20. 

(8) Secondary school 

The term ‘‘secondary school’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 7801 of title 20. 

(9) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Education. 

(10) Specialized instructional support per-
sonnel 

The term ‘‘specialized instructional support 
personnel’’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 7801 of title 20. 

(11) State educational agency 

The term ‘‘State educational agency’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 7801 of 
title 20. 

(l) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, $50,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2019 through 2023. 

(Pub. L. 115–271, title VII, § 7134, Oct. 24, 2018, 132 
Stat. 4051.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 7132, referred to in subsec. (c)(3)(C), is section 
7132 of Pub. L. 115–271, title VII, Oct. 24, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4046, which is not classified to the Code. 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (i), is title VI of Pub. L. 91–230, Apr. 
13, 1970, 84 Stat. 175, which is classified generally to 
chapter 33 (§ 1400 et seq.) of Title 20, Education. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 1400 of Title 20 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Substance 
Use–Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recov-
ery and Treatment for Patients and Communities Act, 
also known as the SUPPORT for Patients and Commu-
nities Act, and not as part of the Public Health Service 
Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 280h–8. Recognizing early childhood trauma re-
lated to substance abuse 

(a) Dissemination of information 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall disseminate information, resources, and, if 
requested, technical assistance to early child-
hood care and education providers and profes-
sionals working with young children on—

(1) ways to properly recognize children who 
may be impacted by trauma, including trauma 
related to substance use by a family member 
or other adult; and 

(2) how to respond appropriately in order to 
provide for the safety and well-being of young 
children and their families. 

(b) Goals 

The information, resources, and technical as-
sistance provided under subsection (a) shall—

(1) educate early childhood care and edu-
cation providers and professionals working 
with young children on understanding and 
identifying the early signs and risk factors of 
children who might be impacted by trauma, 
including trauma due to exposure to substance 
use; 

(2) suggest age-appropriate communication 
tools, procedures, and practices for trauma-in-
formed care, including ways to prevent or 
mitigate the effects of trauma; 

(3) provide options for responding to children 
impacted by trauma, including due to expo-
sure to substance use, that consider the needs 
of the child and family, including recom-
mending resources and referrals for evidence-
based services to support such family; and 

(4) promote whole-family and multi-
generational approaches to keep families safe-
ly together when it is in the best interest of 
the child. 

(c) Coordination 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall coordinate with the task force to develop 
best practices for trauma-informed identifica-
tion, referral, and support authorized under sec-
tion 7132 in disseminating the information, re-
sources, and technical assistance described 
under subsection (b). 

(d) Rule of construction 

Such information, resources, and if applicable, 
technical assistance, shall not be construed to 
amend the requirements under—

(1) the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.); 

(2) the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.); 
or 

(3) the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 115–271, title VII, § 7135, Oct. 24, 2018, 132 
Stat. 4055.)
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