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§ 251. Medical examination and treatment of Fed-
eral employees; medical care at remote sta-
tions 

(a) The Surgeon General is authorized to pro-
vide at institutions, hospitals, and station of the 
Service medical, surgical, and hospital services 
and supplies for persons entitled to treatment 
under subchapter I of Chapter 81 of title 5 and 
extensions thereof. The Surgeon General may 
also provide for making medical examinations 
of—

(1) employees of the Federal Government for 
retirement purposes; 

(2) employees in the Federal classified serv-
ice, and applicants for appointment, as re-
quested by the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management for the purpose of pro-
moting health and efficiency; 

(3) seamen for purposes of qualifying for cer-
tificates of service; and 

(4) employees eligible for benefits under the 
Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation 
Act, as amended [33 U.S.C. 901 et seq.], as re-
quested by any deputy commissioner there-
under.

(b) The Secretary is authorized to provide 
medical, surgical, and dental treatment and hos-
pitalization and optometric care for Federal em-
ployees (as defined in section 8901(1) of title 5) 
and their dependents at remote medical facili-
ties of the Public Health Service where such 
care and treatment are not otherwise available. 
Such employees and their dependents who are 
not entitled to this care and treatment under 
any other provision of law shall be charged for 
it at rates established by the Secretary to re-
flect the reasonable cost of providing the care 
and treatment. Any payments pursuant to the 
preceding sentence shall be credited to the ap-
plicable appropriation to the Public Health 
Service for the year in which such payments are 
received. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 324, 58 Stat. 697; 
Pub. L. 90–174, § 10(a), (b), Dec. 5, 1967, 81 Stat. 
540; 1978 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 102, eff. Jan. 1, 1979, 
43 F.R. 36037, 92 Stat. 3783; Pub. L. 97–468, title 
VI, § 615(b)(4), Jan. 14, 1983, 96 Stat. 2578; Pub. L. 
98–426, § 27(d)(2), Sept. 28, 1984, 98 Stat. 1654.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation 
Act, as amended, referred to in subsec. (a)(4), is act 
Mar. 4, 1927, ch. 509, 44 Stat. 1424, which is classified 
generally to chapter 18 (§ 901 et seq.) of Title 33, Naviga-
tion and Navigable Waters. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see section 901 of Title 33 and 
Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘subchapter I of chapter 81 of title 5’’ 
substituted for ‘‘United States Employees’ Compensa-
tion Act’’ on authority of Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of which enacted 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 98–426 substituted 
‘‘Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act’’ 
for ‘‘Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 97–468 struck out ‘‘em-
ployees of the Alaska Railroad and’’ before ‘‘employees 
of the Federal Government’’. 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–174, § 10(a), designated ex-
isting provisions as subsec. (a) and redesignated cls. (a) 
to (d) as cls. (1) to (4), respectively. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–174, § 10(b), added subsec. (b).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare’’ in subsec. (b) pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 
96–88, which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, 
Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–426 effective Sept. 28, 1984, 
see section 28(e)(1) of Pub. L. 98–426, set out as a note 
under section 901 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable 
Waters. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–468 effective on date of 
transfer of Alaska Railroad to the State [Jan. 5, 1985], 
pursuant to section 1203 of Title 45, Railroads, see sec-
tion 615(b) of Pub. L. 97–468.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Director of the Office of Personnel Management’’ 
substituted for ‘‘Civil Service Commission’’ in subsec. 
(a)(2), pursuant to Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1978, § 102, 43 
F.R. 36037, 92 Stat. 3783, set out under section 1101 of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, 
which transferred all functions vested by statute in 
United States Civil Service Commission to Director of 
Office of Personnel Management (except as otherwise 
specified), effective Jan. 1, 1979, as provided by section 
1–102 of Ex. Ord. No. 12107, Dec. 28, 1978, 44 F.R. 1055, set 
out under section 1101 of Title 5. 

Functions of Public Health Service, Surgeon General 
of Public Health Service, and all other officers and em-
ployees of Public Health Service, and functions of all 
agencies of or in Public Health Service transferred to 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare by Reorg. 
Plan No. 3 of 1966, eff. June 25, 1966, 31 F.R. 8855, 80 Stat. 
1610, set out as a note under section 202 of this title. 

§ 252. Medical examination of aliens 

The Surgeon General shall provide for making, 
at places within the United States or in other 
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1 See Change of Name note below.

countries, such physical and mental examina-
tions of aliens as are required by the immigra-
tion laws, subject to administrative regulations 
prescribed by the Attorney General and medical 
regulations prescribed by the Surgeon General 
with the approval of the Secretary. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 325, 58 Stat. 697; 
1953 Reorg. Plan No. 1, §§ 5, 8, eff. Apr. 11, 1953, 18 
F.R. 2053, 67 Stat. 631.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare’’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88, 
which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. 

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related 
references, see note set out under section 1551 of Title 
8, Aliens and Nationality.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Office of Surgeon General abolished by section 3 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1966, eff. June 25, 1966, 31 F.R. 8855, 
80 Stat. 1610, and functions thereof transferred to Sec-
retary of Health, Education, and Welfare by section 1 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1966, set out as a note under sec-
tion 202 of this title. Office of Surgeon General reestab-
lished within the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Health, see Notice of Department of Health and Human 
Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, 
Mar. 30, 1987, 52 F.R. 11754. 

Functions of Federal Security Administrator trans-
ferred to Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
and all agencies of Federal Security Agency transferred 
to Department of Health, Education, and Welfare by 
section 5 of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1953, set out as a note 
under section 3501 of this title. Federal Security Agen-
cy and office of Administrator abolished by section 8 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1953. 

§ 253. Medical services to Coast Guard, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
and Public Health Service 

(a) Persons entitled to medical services 

Subject to regulations of the President—
(1) commissioned officers, chief warrant offi-

cers, warrant officers, cadets, and enlisted per-
sonnel of the Regular Coast Guard on active 
duty, including those on shore duty and those 
on detached duty; and Regular, and temporary 
members of the United States Coast Guard Re-
serve when on active duty; 

(2) commissioned officers, ships’ officers, and 
members of the crews of vessels of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion on active duty, including those on shore 
duty and those on detached duty; and 

(3) commissioned officers of the Regular or 
Reserve Corps 1 of the Public Health Service 
on active duty; 

shall be entitled to medical, surgical, and dental 
treatment and hospitalization by the Service. 

The Surgeon General may detail commissioned 
officers for duty aboard vessels of the Coast 
Guard or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

(b) Health care for involuntarily separated offi-
cers and dependents 

(1) The Secretary may provide health care for 
an officer of the Regular or Reserve Corps 1 in-
voluntarily separated from the Service, and for 
any dependent of such officer, if—

(A) the officer or dependent was receiving 
health care at the expense of the Service at 
the time of separation; and 

(B) the Secretary finds that the officer or de-
pendent is unable to obtain appropriate insur-
ance for the conditions for which the officer or 
dependent was receiving health care.

(2) Health care may be provided under para-
graph (1) for a period of not more than one year 
from the date of separation of the officer from 
the Service. 

(c) Examination of personnel of Service assigned 
to Coast Guard or National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration 

The Service shall provide all services referred 
to in subsection (a) required by the Coast Guard 
or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and shall perform all duties prescribed 
by statute in connection with the examinations 
to determine physical or mental condition for 
purposes of appointment, enlistment, and reen-
listment, promotion and retirement, and officers 
of the Service assigned to duty on Coast Guard 
or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration vessels may extend aid to the crews of 
American vessels engaged in deep-sea fishing. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 326, 58 Stat. 697; 
June 7, 1956, ch. 374, § 306(3), 70 Stat. 254; Pub. L. 
86–415, § 5(d), Apr. 8, 1960, 74 Stat. 34; Pub. L. 
88–71, § 2, July 19, 1963, 77 Stat. 83; 1965 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 
1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 
F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090; Pub. L. 99–117, § 5, Oct. 
7, 1985, 99 Stat. 492.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–117 added subsec. (b). 
1963—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 88–71, § 2(a), repealed subsec. 

(b) which provided for treatment of dependents of per-
sonnel. See section 253a(b) of this title. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 88–71, § 2(b), inserted ‘‘or Coast 
and Geodetic Survey’’ after ‘‘Coast Guard’’ in two 
places. 

1960—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 86–415 struck out provisions 
which authorized medical, surgical, and dental care and 
hospitalization for retired personnel of Coast Guard, 
Coast and Geodetic Survey, and Public Health Service. 

1956—Subsec. (b). Act June 7, 1956, repealed subsec. (b) 
except insofar as it related to dependent members of 
families of ships’ officers and members of crews of ves-
sels of Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Reference to Reserve Corps of the Public Health Serv-
ice deemed to be a reference to the Ready Reserve 
Corps, see section 204(c)(3) of this title. 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
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