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§ 239l–3. Funding 

Beginning with fiscal year 2010, the Secretary 
shall transfer from the Public Health and Social 
Services Emergency Fund such sums as may be 
necessary to carry out this part. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title II, § 274, as added Pub. 
L. 111–148, title V, § 5315, Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 
642.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS 

Pub. L. 112–10, div. B, title VIII, § 1828, Apr. 15, 2011, 
125 Stat. 162, provided that: ‘‘Hereafter, no funds appro-
priated by this division or by any previous or subse-
quent Act shall be available for transfer under section 
274 [42 U.S.C. 239l–3] of the PHS Act [Public Health 
Service Act].’’

SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL POWERS AND 
DUTIES

PART A—RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATIONS 

§ 241. Research and investigations generally 

(a) Authority of Secretary 

The Secretary shall conduct in the Service, 
and encourage, cooperate with, and render as-
sistance to other appropriate public authorities, 
scientific institutions, and scientists in the con-
duct of, and promote the coordination of, re-
search, investigations, experiments, demonstra-
tions, and studies relating to the causes, diag-
nosis, treatment, control, and prevention of 
physical and mental diseases and impairments 
of man, including water purification, sewage 
treatment, and pollution of lakes and streams. 
In carrying out the foregoing the Secretary is 
authorized to—

(1) collect and make available through publi-
cations and other appropriate means, informa-
tion as to, and the practical application of, 
such research and other activities; 

(2) make available research facilities of the 
Service to appropriate public authorities, and 
to health officials and scientists engaged in 
special study; 

(3) make grants-in-aid to universities, hos-
pitals, laboratories, and other public or pri-
vate institutions, and to individuals for such 
research projects as are recommended by the 
advisory council to the entity of the Depart-
ment supporting such projects and make, upon 
recommendation of the advisory council to the 
appropriate entity of the Department, grants-
in-aid to public or nonprofit universities, hos-
pitals, laboratories, and other institutions for 
the general support of their research; 

(4) secure from time to time and for such pe-
riods as he deems advisable, the assistance and 
advice of experts, scholars, and consultants 
from the United States or abroad; 

(5) for purposes of study, admit and treat at 
institutions, hospitals, and stations of the 
Service, persons not otherwise eligible for 
such treatment; 

(6) make available, to health officials, sci-
entists, and appropriate public and other non-
profit institutions and organizations, tech-
nical advice and assistance on the application 

of statistical methods to experiments, studies, 
and surveys in health and medical fields; 

(7) enter into contracts, including contracts 
for research in accordance with and subject to 
the provisions of law applicable to contracts 
entered into by the military departments 
under sections 3861 and 4141 of title 10, except 
that determination, approval, and certifi-
cation required thereby shall be by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services; and 

(8) adopt, upon recommendations of the ad-
visory councils to the appropriate entities of 
the Department or, with respect to mental 
health, the National Advisory Mental Health 
Council, such additional means as the Sec-
retary considers necessary or appropriate to 
carry out the purposes of this section. 

(b) Testing for carcinogenicity, teratogenicity, 
mutagenicity, and other harmful biological 
effects; consultation 

(1) The Secretary shall conduct and may sup-
port through grants and contracts studies and 
testing of substances for carcinogenicity, 
teratogenicity, mutagenicity, and other harmful 
biological effects. In carrying out this para-
graph, the Secretary shall consult with entities 
of the Federal Government, outside of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, en-
gaged in comparable activities. The Secretary, 
upon request of such an entity and under appro-
priate arrangements for the payment of ex-
penses, may conduct for such entity studies and 
testing of substances for carcinogenicity, 
teratogenicity, mutagenicity, and other harmful 
biological effects. 

(2)(A) The Secretary shall establish a com-
prehensive program of research into the biologi-
cal effects of low-level ionizing radiation under 
which program the Secretary shall conduct such 
research and may support such research by oth-
ers through grants and contracts. 

(B) The Secretary shall conduct a comprehen-
sive review of Federal programs of research on 
the biological effects of ionizing radiation. 

(3) The Secretary shall conduct and may sup-
port through grants and contracts research and 
studies on human nutrition, with particular em-
phasis on the role of nutrition in the prevention 
and treatment of disease and on the mainte-
nance and promotion of health, and programs 
for the dissemination of information respecting 
human nutrition to health professionals and the 
public. In carrying out activities under this 
paragraph, the Secretary shall provide for the 
coordination of such of these activities as are 
performed by the different divisions within the 
Department of Health and Human Services and 
shall consult with entities of the Federal Gov-
ernment, outside of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, engaged in comparable ac-
tivities. The Secretary, upon request of such an 
entity and under appropriate arrangements for 
the payment of expenses, may conduct and sup-
port such activities for such entity. 

(4) The Secretary shall publish a biennial re-
port which contains—

(A) a list of all substances (i) which either 
are known to be carcinogens or may reason-
ably be anticipated to be carcinogens and (ii) 
to which a significant number of persons resid-
ing in the United States are exposed; 
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