
Page 5567 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 2297g–3

collected for a fiscal year shall not exceed 
$150,000,000 (to be annually adjusted for inflation 
using the Consumer Price Index for all-urban 
consumers published by the Department of 
Labor). The amount collected from each utility 
pursuant to this subsection for a fiscal year 
shall be in the same ratio to the amount re-
quired under subsection (a) to be deposited for 
such fiscal year as the total amount of separa-
tive work units such utility has purchased from 
the Department of Energy for the purpose of 
commercial electricity generation, before Octo-
ber 24, 1992, bears to the total amount of separa-
tive work units purchased from the Department 
of Energy for all purposes (including units pur-
chased or produced for defense purposes) before 
October 24, 1992. For purposes of this sub-
section—

(1) a utility shall be considered to have pur-
chased a separative work unit from the De-
partment if such separative work unit was 
produced by the Department, but purchased by 
the utility from another source; and 

(2) a utility shall not be considered to have 
purchased a separative work unit from the De-
partment if such separative work unit was 
purchased by the utility, but sold to another 
source. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Fund, for the period encompassing 15 years after 
October 24, 1992, such sums as are necessary to 
ensure that the amount required under sub-
section (a) is deposited for each fiscal year. 

(e) Termination of assessments 

The collection of amounts under subsection (c) 
shall cease after the earlier of—

(1) 15 years after October 24, 1992; or 
(2) the collection of $2,250,000,000 (to be annu-

ally adjusted for inflation using the Consumer 
Price Index for all-urban consumers published 
by the Department of Labor) under such sub-
section. 

(f) Continuation of deposits 

Except as provided in subsection (e), deposits 
shall continue to be made into the Fund under 
subsection (d) for the period specified in such 
subsection. 

(g) Treatment of assessment 

Any special assessment levied under this sec-
tion on domestic utilities for the decontamina-
tion and decommissioning of the Department’s 
gaseous diffusion enrichment facilities shall be 
deemed a necessary and reasonable current cost 
of fuel and shall be fully recoverable in rates in 
all jurisdictions in the same manner as the util-
ity’s other fuel cost. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title II, § 1802, as added Pub. 
L. 102–486, title XI, § 1101, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2953; amended Pub. L. 105–388, § 11(c), Nov. 13, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3485; Pub. L. 107–222, § 1(c), Aug. 21, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1336.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–222 substituted 
‘‘$518,233,333’’ for ‘‘$488,333,333’’ and inserted ‘‘beginning 
on October 24, 1992,’’ after ‘‘inflation’’. 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–388 substituted 
‘‘$488,333,333’’ for ‘‘$480,000,000’’. 

§ 2297g–2. Department facilities 

(a) Study by National Academy of Sciences 

The National Academy of Sciences shall con-
duct a study and provide recommendations for 
reducing costs associated with decontamination 
and decommissioning, and shall report its find-
ings to the Congress within 3 years after October 
24, 1992. Such report shall include a determina-
tion of the decontamination and decommis-
sioning required for each facility, shall identify 
alternative methods, using different tech-
nologies, shall include site-specific surveys of 
the actual contamination, and shall provide es-
timated costs of those activities. 

(b) Payment of decontamination and decommis-
sioning costs 

The costs of all decontamination and decom-
missioning activities of the Department shall be 
paid from the Fund until such time as the Sec-
retary certifies and the Congress concurs, by 
law, that such activities are complete. 

(c) Payment of remedial action costs 

The annual cost of remedial action at the De-
partment’s gaseous diffusion facilities shall be 
paid from the Fund to the extent the amount 
available in the Fund is sufficient. To the extent 
the amount in the Fund is insufficient, the De-
partment shall be responsible for the cost of re-
medial action. No provision of this division may 
be construed to relieve in any way the responsi-
bility or liability of the Department for reme-
dial action under applicable Federal and State 
laws and regulations. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title II, § 1803, as added Pub. 
L. 102–486, title XI, § 1101, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2954.) 

§ 2297g–3. Employee provisions 

All laborers and mechanics employed by con-
tractors or subcontractors in the performance of 
decontamination or decommissioning of ura-
nium enrichment facilities of the Department 
shall be paid wages at rates not less than those 
prevailing on projects of a similar character in 
the locality as determined by the Secretary of 
Labor in accordance with sections 3141–3144, 
3146, and 3147 of title 40. The Secretary of Labor 
shall have, with respect to the labor standards 
specified in this section, the authority and func-
tions set forth in Reorganization Plan Num-
bered 14 of 1950 (15 F.R. 3176, 64 Stat. 1267) and 
section 3145 of title 40. This section may not be 
construed to require the contracting out of ac-
tivities associated with the decontamination or 
decommissioning of uranium enrichment facili-
ties. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title II, § 1804, as added Pub. 
L. 102–486, title XI, § 1101, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2955.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Reorganization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950, referred to 
in text, is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 
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