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research needs of such agencies in the area of health ef-
fects of low-level ionizing radiation, and on or before 
Sept. 30, 1980, the Commission and the Environmental 
Protection Agency, in consultation with the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, submit a report to the 
Congress which includes a study of options for Federal 
epidemiological research on the health effects of low-
level ionizing radiation with evaluations of the feasi-
bility of such options. 

§ 2052. Research by Commission 

The Commission is authorized and directed to 
conduct, through its own facilities, activities 
and studies of the types specified in section 2051 
of this title. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 32, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 928; renumbered 
title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, § 902(a)(8), Oct. 
24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 1803(b) of this title, prior to the general amend-
ment and renumbering of act Aug. 1, 1946, by act Aug. 
30, 1954. 

§ 2053. Research for others; charges 

In this section, with respect to international 
research projects, the term ‘‘private facilities or 
laboratories’’ means facilities or laboratories lo-
cated in the United States. Where the Commis-
sion finds private facilities or laboratories are 
inadequate for the purpose, it is authorized to 
conduct for other persons, through its own fa-
cilities, such of those activities and studies of 
the types specified in section 2051 of this title as 
it deems appropriate to the development of en-
ergy. To the extent the Commission determines 
that private facilities or laboratories are inad-
equate for the purpose, and that the Commis-
sion’s facilities, or scientific or technical re-
sources have the potential of lending significant 
assistance to other persons in the fields of pro-
tection of public health and safety, the Commis-
sion may also assist other persons in these fields 
by conducting for such persons, through the 
Commission’s own facilities, research and devel-
opment or training activities and studies. The 
Commission is authorized to determine and 
make such charges as in its discretion may be 
desirable for the conduct of the activities and 
studies referred to in this section. 

(Aug. 1, 1946, ch. 724, title I, § 33, as added Aug. 
30, 1954, ch. 1073, § 1, 68 Stat. 928; amended Pub. 
L. 90–190, § 7, Dec. 14, 1967, 81 Stat. 577; Pub. L. 
92–84, title II, § 201(b), Aug. 11, 1971, 85 Stat. 307; 
renumbered title I, Pub. L. 102–486, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(8), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2944; Pub. L. 
115–246, title III, § 307(g), formerly § 307(f), Sept. 
28, 2018, 132 Stat. 3149, renumbered § 307(g), Pub. 
L. 116–260, div. Z, title II, § 2008(a)(1), Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 2474.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–246 inserted ‘‘In this section, with 
respect to international research projects, the term 
‘private facilities or laboratories’ means facilities or 

laboratories located in the United States.’’ before 
‘‘Where the Commission’’. 

1971—Pub. L. 92–84 substituted provisions authorizing 
the Commission to conduct research for other persons 
for the development of energy, for provisions author-
izing the Commission to conduct research for other per-
sons for the development of atomic energy. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–190 inserted provision which author-
ized the Commission, to the extent the Commission 
made certain determinations, to assist other persons on 
the fields of protection of public health and safety by 
conducting for such persons, through the facilities of 
the Commission, research and development or training 
activities and studies, and substituted ‘‘the activities 
and studies referred to in this section’’ for ‘‘such activi-
ties and studies’’.

SUBCHAPTER IV—PRODUCTION OF 
SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL 

§ 2061. Production facilities 

(a) Ownership 

The Commission, as agent of and on behalf of 
the United States, shall be the exclusive owner 
of all production facilities other than facilities 
which (1) are useful in the conduct of research 
and development activities in the fields speci-
fied in section 2051 of this title, and do not, in 
the opinion of the Commission, have a potential 
production rate adequate to enable the user of 
such facilities to produce within a reasonable 
period of time a sufficient quantity of special 
nuclear material to produce an atomic weapon; 
(2) are licensed by the Commission under this di-
vision; or (3) are owned by the United States En-
richment Corporation. 

(b) Operation of Commission’s facilities 

The Commission is authorized and directed to 
produce or to provide for the production of spe-
cial nuclear material in its own production fa-
cilities. To the extent deemed necessary, the 
Commission is authorized to make, or to con-
tinue in effect, contracts with persons obli-
gating them to produce special nuclear material 
in facilities owned by the Commission. The 
Commission is also authorized to enter into re-
search and development contracts authorizing 
the contractor to produce special nuclear mate-
rial in facilities owned by the Commission to 
the extent that the production of such special 
nuclear material may be incident to the conduct 
of research and development activities under 
such contracts. Any contract entered into under 
this section shall contain provisions (1) prohib-
iting the contractor from subcontracting any 
part of the work he is obligated to perform 
under the contract, except as authorized by the 
Commission; and (2) obligating the contractor 
(A) to make such reports pertaining to activities 
under the contract to the Commission as the 
Commission may require, (B) to submit to in-
spection by employees of the Commission of all 
such activities, and (C) to comply with all safety 
and security regulations which may be pre-
scribed by the Commission. Any contract made 
under the provisions of this subsection may be 
made without regard to the provisions of section 
6101 of title 41, upon certification by the Com-
mission that such action is necessary in the in-
terest of the common defense and security, or 
upon a showing by the Commission that adver-
tising is not reasonably practicable. Partial and 
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