§2000a-3

to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person
with the purpose of interfering with any right or
privilege secured by section 2000a or 2000a-1 of
this title, or (c) punish or attempt to punish any
person for exercising or attempting to exercise
any right or privilege secured by section 2000a or
2000a—1 of this title.

(Pub. L. 88-352, title II, §203, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat.
244.)

§2000a-3. Civil actions for injunctive relief

(a) Persons aggrieved; intervention by Attorney
General; legal representation; commence-
ment of action without payment of fees,
costs, or security

Whenever any person has engaged or there are
reasonable grounds to believe that any person is
about to engage in any act or practice prohib-
ited by section 2000a-2 of this title, a civil action
for preventive relief, including an application
for a permanent or temporary injunction, re-
straining order, or other order, may be insti-
tuted by the person aggrieved and, upon timely
application, the court may, in its discretion,
permit the Attorney General to intervene in
such civil action if he certifies that the case is
of general public importance. Upon application
by the complainant and in such circumstances
as the court may deem just, the court may ap-
point an attorney for such complainant and may
authorize the commencement of the civil action
without the payment of fees, costs, or security.
(b) Attorney’s fees; liability of United States for

costs

In any action commenced pursuant to this
subchapter, the court, in its discretion, may
allow the prevailing party, other than the
United States, a reasonable attorney’s fee as
part of the costs, and the United States shall be
liable for costs the same as a private person.

(c) State or local enforcement proceedings; noti-
fication of State or local authority; stay of
Federal proceedings

In the case of an alleged act or practice pro-
hibited by this subchapter which occurs in a
State, or political subdivision of a State, which
has a State or local law prohibiting such act or
practice and establishing or authorizing a State
or local authority to grant or seek relief from
such practice or to institute criminal pro-
ceedings with respect thereto upon receiving no-
tice thereof, no civil action may be brought
under subsection (a) before the expiration of
thirty days after written notice of such alleged
act or practice has been given to the appropriate
State or local authority by registered mail or in
person, provided that the court may stay pro-
ceedings in such civil action pending the termi-
nation of State or local enforcement pro-
ceedings.

(d) References to Community Relations Service
to obtain voluntary compliance; duration of
reference; extension of period

In the case of an alleged act or practice pro-
hibited by this subchapter which occurs in a
State, or political subdivision of a State, which
has no State or local law prohibiting such act or
practice, a civil action may be brought under
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subsection (a): Provided, That the court may
refer the matter to the Community Relations
Service established by subchapter VIII of this
chapter for as long as the court believes there is
a reasonable possibility of obtaining voluntary
compliance, but for not more than sixty days:
Provided further, That upon expiration of such
sixty-day period, the court may extend such pe-
riod for an additional period, not to exceed a cu-
mulative total of one hundred and twenty days,
if it believes there then exists a reasonable pos-
sibility of securing voluntary compliance.

(Pub. L. 88-352, title II, §204, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat.
244.)

§2000a—4. Community Relations Service; inves-
tigations and hearings; executive session; re-
lease of testimony; duty to bring about vol-
untary settlements

The Service is authorized to make a full inves-
tigation of any complaint referred to it by the
court under section 2000a-3(d) of this title and
may hold such hearings with respect thereto as
may be necessary. The Service shall conduct
any hearings with respect to any such complaint
in executive session, and shall not release any
testimony given therein except by agreement of
all parties involved in the complaint with the
permission of the court, and the Service shall
endeavor to bring about a voluntary settlement
between the parties.

(Pub. L. 88-352, title II, §205, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat.
244.)

§2000a-5. Civil actions by the Attorney General

(a) Complaint

Whenever the Attorney General has reason-
able cause to believe that any person or group of
persons is engaged in a pattern or practice of re-
sistance to the full enjoyment of any of the
rights secured by this subchapter, and that the
pattern or practice is of such a nature and is in-
tended to deny the full exercise of the rights
herein described, the Attorney General may
bring a civil action in the appropriate district
court of the United States by filing with it a
complaint (1) signed by him (or in his absence
the Acting Attorney General), (2) setting forth
facts pertaining to such pattern or practice, and
(3) requesting such preventive relief, including
an application for a permanent or temporary in-
junction, restraining order or other order
against the person or persons responsible for
such pattern or practice, as he deems necessary
to insure the full enjoyment of the rights herein
described.

(b) Three-judge district court for cases of general
public importance: hearing, determination,
expedition of action, review by Supreme
Court; single judge district court: hearing,
determination, expedition of action

In any such proceeding the Attorney General
may file with the clerk of such court a request
that a court of three judges be convened to hear
and determine the case. Such request by the At-
torney General shall be accompanied by a cer-
tificate that, in his opinion, the case is of gen-
eral public importance. A copy of the certificate
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