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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘aquifer,’’. 

§ 1962d–18. Study of depletion of natural re-
sources of regions of Colorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Nebraska uti-
lizing Ogallala aquifer; plans; reports to Con-
gress; authorization of appropriation 

In order to assure an adequate supply of food 
to the Nation and to promote the economic vi-
tality of the High Plains Region, the Secretary 
of Commerce (hereinafter referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Secretary’’), acting through the 
Economic Development Administration, in co-
operation with the Secretary of the Army, act-
ing through the Chief of Engineers, and appro-
priate Federal, State, and local agencies, and 
the private sector, is authorized and directed to 
study the depletion of the natural resources of 
those regions of the States of Colorado, Kansas, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Nebraska 
presently utilizing the declining water resources 
of the Ogallala acquifer,1 and to develop plans to 
increase water supplies in the area and report 
thereon to Congress, together with any rec-
ommendations for further congressional action. 
In formulating these plans, the Secretary is di-
rected to consider all past and ongoing studies, 
plans, and work on depleted water resources in 
the region, and to examine the feasibility of var-
ious alternatives to provide adequate water sup-
plies in the area including, but not limited to, 
the transfer of water from adjacent areas, such 
portion to be conducted by the Chief of Engi-
neers to assure the continued economic growth 
and vitality of the region. The Secretary shall 
report on the costs of reasonably available op-
tions, the benefits of various options, and the 
costs of inaction. If water transfer is found to be 
a part of a reasonable solution, the Secretary, as 
part of his study, shall include a recommended 
plan for allocating and distributing water in an 
equitable fashion, taking into account existing 
water rights and the needs for future growth of 
all affected areas. An interim report, with rec-
ommendations, shall be transmitted to the Con-
gress no later than October 1, 1978, and a final 
report, with recommendations, shall be trans-
mitted to Congress not later than July 1, 1980. A 
sum of $6,000,000 is authorized to be appropriated 
for the purposes of carrying out this section. 

(Pub. L. 94–587, § 193, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2943.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1976, and not as part of the Water 
Resources Planning Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1962d–19. Cooperation of Secretary of the Inte-
rior with State and local regulatory and law 
enforcement officials in enforcement of laws 
or ordinances in connection with Federal re-
source protection, etc., within Federal water 
resource development project; funding 

The Secretary of the Interior, in connection 
with Federal resource protection and the Fed-
eral administration of the use and occupancy of 
lands and waters within a water resource devel-
opment project under his jurisdiction, is author-

ized to cooperate with the regulatory and law 
enforcement officials of any State or political 
subdivision thereof in the enforcement of the 
laws or ordinances of such State or political 
subdivision. Such cooperation may include the 
reimbursement of a State or its political sub-
division for expenditures incurred in connection 
with such resource protection and administra-
tion. For purposes of complying with section 651 
of title 2, the authorization provided under this 
section is subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(Pub. L. 98–552, § 3, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2823.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Water Re-
sources Planning Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1962d–20. Prohibition on Great Lakes diver-
sions 

(a) Congressional findings and declarations 

The Congress finds and declares that—
(1) the Great Lakes are a most important 

natural resource to the eight Great Lakes 
States and two Canadian provinces, providing 
water supply for domestic and industrial use, 
clean energy through hydropower production, 
an efficient transportation mode for moving 
products into and out of the Great Lakes re-
gion, and recreational uses for millions of 
United States and Canadian citizens; 

(2) the Great Lakes need to be carefully 
managed and protected to meet current and 
future needs within the Great Lakes basin and 
Canadian provinces; 

(3) any new diversions of Great Lakes water 
for use outside of the Great Lakes basin will 
have significant economic and environmental 
impacts, adversely affecting the use of this re-
source by the Great Lakes States and Cana-
dian provinces; and 

(4) four of the Great Lakes are international 
waters and are defined as boundary waters in 
the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 between 
the United States and Canada, and as such any 
new diversion of Great Lakes water in the 
United States would affect the relations of the 
Government of the United States with the 
Government of Canada. 

(b) Congressional declaration of purpose and 
policy 

It is therefore declared to be the purpose and 
policy of the Congress in this section—

(1) to take immediate action to protect the 
limited quantity of water available from the 
Great Lakes system for use by the Great 
Lakes States and in accordance with the 
Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909; 

(2) to encourage the Great Lakes States, in 
consultation with the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec, to develop and implement a mech-
anism that provides a common conservation 
standard embodying the principles of water 
conservation and resource improvement for 
making decisions concerning the withdrawal 
and use of water from the Great Lakes Basin; 

(3) to prohibit any diversion of Great Lakes 
water by any State, Federal agency, or private 
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