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specific prize competitions for ‘basic research’ as de-
fined in the Office of Management and Budget Circular 
No. A–11’’. 

1986—Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 99–383 added subsec. (k). 
1985—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 99–159, § 110(a)(14)(A), 

inserted references to engineering. 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 99–159, § 110(a)(14)(B), (C), sub-

stituted ‘‘engineering’’ for ‘‘technical’’ and inserted 
reference to engineering value. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 99–159, § 110(a)(14)(A), inserted ap-
plicability to engineering. 

1968—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 90–407, § 9(a), substituted 
‘‘scientific activities’’ for ‘‘basic scientific research ac-
tivities’’ and ‘‘scientific research activities’’, ‘‘inter-
national cooperation or national security’’ for ‘‘na-
tional defense’’, and inserted ‘‘Secretary of State’’ after 
‘‘at the request of the’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 90–407, § 9(b), substituted ‘‘activi-
ties’’ for ‘‘research’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 90–407, § 9(c), substituted ‘‘section 
5703 of title 5’’ for ‘‘section 5 of the Act of August 2, 1946 
(5 U.S.C. 73b–2)’’. 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 90–407, § 9(d), added subsec. (j). 
1959—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 86–232 included acquisition 

of property by condemnation.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND 
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in 
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization 
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set 
out as a note under section 1862 of this title. 

MISREPRESENTATION OF RESEARCH RESULTS 

Pub. L. 114–329, title I, § 115, Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat. 2994, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—The Director of the Foundation 
may revise the regulations under part 689 of title 45, 
Code of Federal Regulations (relating to research mis-
conduct) to ensure that the findings and conclusions of 
any article authored by a principal investigator, using 
the results of research conducted under a Foundation 
grant, that is published in a peer-reviewed publication, 
made publicly available, or incorporated in an applica-
tion for a research grant or grant extension from the 
Foundation, does not contain any falsification, fabrica-
tion, or plagiarism. 

‘‘(b) INTERAGENCY COMMUNICATION.—Upon a finding 
that research misconduct has occurred, the Foundation 
shall, in addition to any possible final action under sec-
tion 689.3 of title 45, Code of Federal Regulations, no-
tify other Federal science agencies of the finding.’’

[For definitions of ‘‘Foundation’’ and ‘‘Federal 
science agency’’ as used in section 115 of Pub. L. 
114–329, set out above, see section 2 of Pub. L. 114–329, 
set out as a note under section 1862s of this title.] 

§ 1870a. Buy-American requirements 

(a) Award of contracts 

The Director shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable and consistent with current law, 
award to domestic firms any contracts for the 
purchase of goods and services intended for di-
rect use by the Foundation. 

(b) Report 

The Director shall, as soon as possible after 
October 31, 1988, prepare a report on—

(1) the number of Foundation contracts en-
tered into with foreign firms in fiscal year 
1988; 

(2) the number of such contracts entered 
into with domestic firms in that fiscal year; 

(3) the number of contracts entered into 
with foreign firms where the Foundation also 

received a technically acceptable bid from a 
domestic firm; and 

(4) any steps the Foundation will take to in-
crease the number of contracts awarded to do-
mestic firms.

Such report shall be submitted to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of the 
House of Representatives and the Committees 
on Labor and Human Resources and Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate. 

(c) Definitions 

For the purposes of this section—
(1) the term ‘‘domestic firm’’ means a busi-

ness entity which is organized under the laws 
of the United States or the laws of a State, 
district, commonwealth, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, and which conducts 
business operations in the United States; and 

(2) the term ‘‘foreign firm’’ means a business 
entity not described in paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 100–570, title I, § 111, Oct. 31, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2869.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Science 
Foundation Authorization Act of 1988, and not as part 
of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 which 
comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate 
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20, 
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999. 

§ 1871. Disposition of inventions produced under 
contracts or other arrangements 

Each contract or other arrangement executed 
pursuant to this chapter which relates to sci-
entific or engineering research shall contain 
provisions governing the disposition of inven-
tions produced thereunder in a manner cal-
culated to protect the public interest and the 
equities of the individual or organization with 
which the contract or other arrangement is exe-
cuted: Provided, however, That nothing in this 
chapter shall be construed to authorize the 
Foundation to enter into any contractual or 
other arrangement inconsistent with any provi-
sion of law affecting the issuance or use of pat-
ents. 

(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 12, 64 Stat. 154; Pub. L. 
99–159, title I, §§ 109(c), 110(a)(15), Nov. 22, 1985, 99 
Stat. 889, 891.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–159 struck out subsec. (a) designa-
tion, inserted ‘‘or engineering’’ after ‘‘scientific’’, and 
struck out subsec. (b) which prohibited Foundation of-
ficers and employees from acquiring, etc., patent rights 
in inventions. 

§ 1872. International cooperation and coordina-
tion with foreign policy 

(a) The Foundation is authorized to cooperate 
in any international scientific or engineering 
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