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1 So in original. Two subsecs. (c) have been enacted. 
2 So in original. Two subsecs. (d) have been enacted. 

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Reauthorization Act of 2010, also known as the 
America Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Pro-
mote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science 
Reauthorization Act of 2010, and also as part of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act of 2010, 
and not as part of the National Science Foundation Act 
of 1950 which comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 111–358, set out as a note under section 
6621 of this title, and section 502 of Pub. L. 111–358, set 
out as a note under section 1862p of this title. 

§ 1862p–6. Research experiences for undergradu-
ates 

(a) Research sites 

The Director shall award grants, on a merit-
reviewed, competitive basis, to institutions of 
higher education, nonprofit organizations, or 
consortia of such institutions and organizations, 
for sites designated by the Director to provide 
research experiences for 6 or more under-
graduate STEM students for sites designated at 
primarily undergraduate institutions of higher 
education and 10 or more undergraduate STEM 
students for all other sites, with consideration 
given to the goal of promoting the participation 
of individuals identified in section 1885a or 1885b 
of this title. The Director shall ensure that—

(1) at least half of the students participating 
in a program funded by a grant under this sub-
section at each site shall be recruited from in-
stitutions of higher education where research 
opportunities in STEM are limited, including 
2-year institutions; 

(2) the awards provide undergraduate re-
search experiences in a wide range of STEM 
disciplines; 

(3) the awards support a variety of projects, 
including independent investigator-led 
projects, interdisciplinary projects, and multi-
institutional projects (including virtual 
projects); 

(4) students participating in each program 
funded have mentors, including during the 
academic year to the extent practicable, to 
help connect the students’ research experi-
ences to the overall academic course of study 
and to help students achieve success in courses 
of study leading to a baccalaureate degree in 
a STEM field; 

(5) mentors and students are supported with 
appropriate salary or stipends; and 

(6) student participants are tracked, for em-
ployment and continued matriculation in 
STEM fields, through receipt of the under-
graduate degree and for at least 3 years there-
after. 

(b) Inclusion of undergraduates in standard re-
search grants 

The Director shall require that every recipient 
of a research grant from the Foundation pro-
posing to include 1 or more students enrolled in 
certificate, associate, or baccalaureate degree 

programs in carrying out the research under the 
grant shall request support, including stipend 
support, for such undergraduate students as part 
of the research proposal itself rather than as a 
supplement to the research proposal, unless 
such undergraduate participation was not fore-
seeable at the time of the original proposal. 

(Pub. L. 111–358, title V, § 514, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 
Stat. 4011.)
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§ 1862p–7. STEM industry internship programs 

(a) In general 

The Director may award grants, on a competi-
tive, merit-reviewed basis, to institutions of 
higher education, or consortia thereof, to estab-
lish or expand partnerships with local or re-
gional private sector entities, for the purpose of 
providing undergraduate students with inte-
grated internship experiences that connect pri-
vate sector internship experiences with the stu-
dents’ STEM coursework. The partnerships may 
also include industry or professional associa-
tions. 

(b) Internship program 

The grants awarded under subsection (a) may 
include internship programs in the manufac-
turing sector. 

(c) 1 Use of grant funds 

Grants under this section may be used—
(1) to develop and implement hands-on learn-

ing opportunities; 
(2) to develop curricula and instructional 

materials related to industry, including the 
manufacturing sector; 

(3) to perform outreach to secondary 
schools; 

(4) to develop mentorship programs for stu-
dents with partner organizations; and 

(5) to conduct activities to support aware-
ness of career opportunities and skill require-
ments. 

(d) 2 Priority 

In awarding grants under this section, the Di-
rector shall give priority to institutions of high-
er education or consortia thereof that dem-
onstrate significant outreach to and coordina-
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