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basis dwelling accommodations for individuals and
families displaced by a major disaster.

Section 1855jjj, Pub. L. 91-79, §11, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat.
129, authorized the President to set up a food stamp and
surplus commodities program to distribute food to per-
sons in low-income households unable to purchase food
as result of a major disaster.

Section 1855kkk, Pub. L. 91-79, §12, Oct. 1, 1969, 83
Stat. 129, provided for unemployment assistance to per-
sons unemployed as result of a major disaster.

Section 185511, Pub. L. 91-79, §13, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat.
129, covered grants and loans for funds used in the sup-
pression of fire on forest or grass lands which threatens
destruction as to constitute a major disaster.

Section 1856mmm, Pub. L. 91-79, §14, Oct. 1, 1969, 83
Stat. 130, authorized grants for removal of debris.

Section 1855nnn, Pub. L. 91-79, §15, Oct. 1, 1969, 83
Stat. 130, defined ‘‘major disaster’ and provided termi-
nation date of sections 18556aaa et seq. of this title on
Dec. 31, 1970.

For provisions relating to disaster relief, see section
5121 et seq. of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal effective Dec. 31, 1970, see section 304 of Pub.
L. 91-606, set out as an Effective Date of 1970 Amend-
ment note under section 165 of Title 26, Internal Rev-
enue Code.
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SUBCHAPTER I—PROTECTION OF UNITED
STATES PROPERTY

§ 1856. Definitions

As used in this subchapter—

(a) The term ‘‘agency head’ means the head of
any executive department, military department,
agency, or independent establishment in the ex-
ecutive branch of the Government;

(b) The term ‘‘fire protection’ includes per-
sonal services and equipment required for fire
prevention, the protection of life and property
from fire,,! fire fighting, and emergency serv-
ices, including basic medical support, basic and
advanced life support, hazardous material con-
tainment and confinement, and special rescue
events involving vehicular and water mishaps,
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and trench, building, and confined space extrac-
tions; and

(c) The term ‘‘fire organization’” means any
governmental entity or public or private cor-
poration or association maintaining fire protec-
tion facilities within the United States, its Ter-
ritories and possessions, and any governmental
entity or public or private corporation or asso-
ciation which maintains fire protection facili-
ties in any foreign country in the vicinity of any
installation of the United States.

(May 27, 1955, ch. 105, §1, 69 Stat. 66; Pub. L.
109-163, div. A, title X, §1060, Jan. 6, 2006, 119
Stat. 3444.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109-163 substituted ¢, fire
fighting, and emergency services, including basic med-
ical support, basic and advanced life support, hazardous
material containment and confinement, and special
rescue events involving vehicular and water mishaps,
and trench, building, and confined space extractions”
for ‘‘and fire fighting”’.

§ 1856a. Authority to enter into reciprocal agree-
ment; waiver of claims; reimbursement; rati-
fication of prior agreements

(a) Bach agency head charged with the duty of
providing fire protection for any property of the
United States is authorized to enter into a re-
ciprocal agreement, with any fire organization
maintaining fire protection facilities in the vi-
cinity of such property, for mutual aid in fur-
nishing fire protection for such property and for
other property for which such organization nor-
mally provides fire protection. Each such agree-
ment shall include a waiver by each party of all
claims against every other party for compensa-
tion for any loss, damage, personal injury, or
death occurring in consequence of the perform-
ance of such agreement. Any such agreement
may provide for the reimbursement of any party
for all or any part of the cost incurred by such
party in furnishing fire protection for or on be-
half of any other party.

(b) Any agreement heretofore executed which
would have been authorized by this subchapter,
if this subchapter had been in effect on the date
of execution thereof, is ratified and confirmed.

(May 27, 1955, ch. 105, §2, 69 Stat. 66.)

§ 1856a-1. Authority to enter into contracts with
State and local governmental entities

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in
fiscal year 1992 and thereafter, the Secretary of
the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of the Army,
and the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion are authorized to enter into contracts with
State and local governmental entities, including
local fire districts, for procurement of services
in the presuppression, detection, and suppres-
sion of fires on any units within their jurisdic-
tion.

(Pub. L. 102-154, title III, §309, Nov. 13, 1991, 105

Stat. 1034; Pub. L. 110-114, title II, §2012, Nov. 8,
2007, 121 Stat. 1075.)
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