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§ 1769h. Repealed. Pub. L. 111–296, title IV, 
§ 441(a)(14), Dec. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 3264

Section, act June 4, 1946, ch. 281, § 27, as added Pub. 
L. 103–448, title I, § 124, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4732; 
amended Pub. L. 105–220, title IV, § 414(d), Aug. 7, 1998, 
112 Stat. 1242; Pub. L. 105–336, title I, § 113, Oct. 31, 1998, 
112 Stat. 3157, related to accommodation of the special 
dietary needs of individuals with disabilities.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 2010, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, see section 445 of Pub. L. 111–296, set 
out as an Effective Date of 2010 Amendment note under 
section 1751 of this title. 

§ 1769i. Program evaluation 

(a) Performance assessments 

(1) In general 

Subject to the availability of funds made 
available under paragraph (3), the Secretary, 
acting through the Administrator of the Food 
and Nutrition Service, may conduct annual 
national performance assessments of the meal 
programs under this chapter and the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.). 

(2) Components 

In conducting an assessment, the Secretary 
may assess—

(A) the cost of producing meals and meal 
supplements under the programs described 
in paragraph (1); and 

(B) the nutrient profile of meals, and sta-
tus of menu planning practices, under the 
programs. 

(3) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $5,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2004 and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(b) Certification improvements 

(1) In general 

Subject to the availability of funds made 
available under paragraph (5), the Secretary, 
acting through the Administrator of the Food 
and Nutrition Service, shall conduct a study of 
the feasibility of improving the certification 
process used for the school lunch program es-
tablished under this chapter. 

(2) Pilot projects 

In carrying out this subsection, the Sec-
retary may conduct pilot projects to improve 
the certification process used for the school 
lunch program. 

(3) Components 

In carrying out this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall examine the use of—

(A) other income reporting systems; 
(B) an integrated benefit eligibility deter-

mination process managed by a single agen-
cy; 

(C) income or program participation data 
gathered by State or local agencies; and 

(D) other options determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(4) Waivers 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), the Secretary 
may waive such provisions of this chapter 

and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1771 et seq.) as are necessary to carry out 
this subsection. 

(B) Provisions 

The protections of section 1758(b)(6) of this 
title shall apply to any study or pilot project 
carried out under this subsection. 

(5) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection such sums as are 
necessary. 

(c) Cooperation with program research and eval-
uation 

States, State educational agencies, local edu-
cational agencies, schools, institutions, facili-
ties, and contractors participating in programs 
authorized under this chapter and the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.) shall 
cooperate with officials and contractors acting 
on behalf of the Secretary, in the conduct of 
evaluations and studies under those Acts. 

(June 4, 1946, ch. 281, § 28, as added Pub. L. 
108–265, title I, § 129, June 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 767; 
amended Pub. L. 111–296, title III, § 305, Dec. 13, 
2010, 124 Stat. 3243.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Child Nutrition Act of 1966, referred to in sub-
secs. (a)(1), (b)(4)(A), and (c), is Pub. L. 89–642, Oct. 11, 
1966, 80 Stat. 885, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 13A (§ 1771 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 1771 of this title and Tables. 

Those Acts, referred to in subsec. (c), mean the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, which was in 
the original ‘‘this Act’’ and was translated to read 
‘‘this chapter’’, and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966. See 
above. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111–296 added subsec. (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–296 effective Oct. 1, 2010, 
except as otherwise specifically provided, see section 
445 of Pub. L. 111–296, set out as a note under section 
1751 of this title. 

§ 1769j. Ensuring safety of school meals 

(a) Food and Nutrition Service 

Not later than 1 year after December 13, 2010, 
the Secretary, acting through the Administrator 
of the Food and Nutrition Service, shall—

(1) in consultation with the Administrator of 
the Agricultural Marketing Service and the 
Administrator of the Farm Service Agency, 
develop guidelines to determine the cir-
cumstances under which it is appropriate for 
the Secretary to institute an administrative 
hold on suspect foods purchased by the Sec-
retary that are being used in school meal pro-
grams under this chapter and the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.); 

(2) work with States to explore ways for the 
States to increase the timeliness of notifica-
tion of food recalls to schools and school food 
authorities; 
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(3) improve the timeliness and completeness 
of direct communication between the Food 
and Nutrition Service and States about holds 
and recalls, such as through the commodity 
alert system of the Food and Nutrition Serv-
ice; and 

(4) establish a timeframe to improve the 
commodity hold and recall procedures of the 
Department of Agriculture to address the role 
of processors and determine the involvement 
of distributors with processed products that 
may contain recalled ingredients, to facilitate 
the provision of more timely and complete in-
formation to schools. 

(b) Food Safety and Inspection Service 

Not later than 1 year after December 13, 2010, 
the Secretary, acting through the Administrator 
of the Food Safety and Inspection Service, shall 
revise the procedures of the Food Safety and In-
spection Service to ensure that schools are in-
cluded in effectiveness checks. 

(June 4, 1946, ch. 281, § 29, as added Pub. L. 
111–296, title III, § 308, Dec. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 
3246.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Child Nutrition Act of 1966, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1), is Pub. L. 89–642, Oct. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 885, which 
is classified generally to chapter 13A (§ 1771 et seq.) of 
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1771 of 
this title and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2010, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, see section 445 of Pub. L. 111–296, set 
out as an Effective Date of 2010 Amendment note under 
section 1751 of this title.

CHAPTER 13A—CHILD NUTRITION 

Sec. 

1771. Congressional declaration of purpose. 
1772. Special program to encourage the consump-

tion of fluid milk by children; authorization 
of appropriations; eligibility for special 
milk program; minimum rate of reimburse-
ment; ineligibility of commodity only 
schools. 

1773. School breakfast program. 
1774. Disbursement directly to schools or institu-

tions. 
1775. Certification to Secretary of the Treasury of 

amounts to be paid to States. 
1776. State administrative expenses. 
1776a, 1776b. Omitted. 
1777. Use in school breakfast program of food des-

ignated as being in abundance or food do-
nated by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

1778. Nonprofit programs. 
1779. Regulations. 
1780. Prohibitions. 
1781. Preschool programs. 
1782. Centralization in Department of Agriculture 

of administration of food service programs 
for children. 

1783. Appropriations for administrative expense. 
1784. Definitions. 
1785. Accounts and records; availability for inspec-

tion; authority to settle, adjust, or waive 
claims. 

Sec. 

1786. Special supplemental nutrition program for 
women, infants, and children. 

1787. Repealed. 
1788. Team nutrition network. 
1789. Department of Defense overseas dependents’ 

schools. 
1790. Breastfeeding promotion program. 
1791. Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation 

Act. 
1792. Promoting Federal food donation. 
1793. Grants for expansion of school breakfast pro-

grams. 

§ 1771. Congressional declaration of purpose 

In recognition of the demonstrated relation-
ship between food and good nutrition and the ca-
pacity of children to develop and learn, based on 
the years of cumulative successful experience 
under the national school lunch program with 
its significant contributions in the field of ap-
plied nutrition research, it is hereby declared to 
be the policy of Congress that these efforts shall 
be extended, expanded, and strengthened under 
the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture as 
a measure to safeguard the health and well-
being of the Nation’s children, and to encourage 
the domestic consumption of agricultural and 
other foods, by assisting States, through grants-
in-aid and other means, to meet more effectively 
the nutritional needs of our children. 

(Pub. L. 89–642, § 2, Oct. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 885.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–129, § 1, May 21, 2022, 136 Stat. 1225, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1786 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Access to Baby Formula Act 
of 2022’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 110–247, § 1, June 20, 2008, 122 Stat. 2314, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 1792 of this title 
and provisions set out as notes under section 1792 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘Federal Food Donation 
Act of 2008’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 102–512, § 1, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3363, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1769, 1776, and 
1786 of this title and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under this section and sections 1769 and 1786 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘Children’s Nutrition As-
sistance Act of 1992’.’’

Pub. L. 102–512, title I, § 101, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
3363, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending sections 1769 
and 1776 of this title and enacting provisions set out as 
a note under section 1769 of this title] may be cited as 
the ‘Homeless Children’s Assistance Act of 1992’.’’

Pub. L. 102–512, title II, § 201, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 
3364, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending section 1786 
of this title and enacting provisions set out as notes 
under section 1786 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘WIC Infant Formula Procurement Act of 1992’.’’

Pub. L. 102–314, § 1, July 2, 1992, 106 Stat. 280, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1786 of this title and 
enacting provisions set out as notes under section 1786 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘WIC Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Act of 1992’.’’

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 89–642, § 1, Oct. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 885, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘Child Nutrition Act of 1966’.’’
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