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(3) may be unambiguously deduced from the
elder’s life history.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, §2012, as added
Pub. L. 111-148, title VI, §6703(a)(1)(C), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 785.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 264(c) of the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996, referred to in subsec. (a), is
section 264(c) of Pub. L. 104-191, which is set out as a
note under section 1320d-2 of this title.

PART I-—NATIONAL COORDINATION OF ELDER
JUSTICE ACTIVITIES AND RESEARCH

SUBPART A—ELDER JUSTICE COORDINATING COUN-
CIL AND ADVISORY BOARD ON ELDER ABUSE, NE-
GLECT, AND EXPLOITATION

§ 1397k. Elder Justice Coordinating Council

(a) Establishment

There is established within the Office of the
Secretary an Elder Justice Coordinating Council
(in this section referred to as the ‘“Council’’).

(b) Membership
(1) In general

The Council shall be composed of the fol-
lowing members:

(A) The Secretary (or the Secretary’s des-
ignee).

(B) The Attorney General (or the Attorney
General’s designee).

(C) The head of each Federal department
or agency or other governmental entity
identified by the Chair referred to in sub-
section (d) as having responsibilities, or ad-
ministering programs, relating to elder
abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

(2) Requirement

Each member of the Council shall be an offi-
cer or employee of the Federal Government.
(e) Vacancies
Any vacancy in the Council shall not affect its
powers, but shall be filled in the same manner as
the original appointment was made.
(d) Chair
The member described in subsection (b)(1)(A)
shall be Chair of the Council.
(e) Meetings
The Council shall meet at least 2 times per
year, as determined by the Chair.
(f) Duties
(1) In general
The Council shall make recommendations to
the Secretary for the coordination of activi-
ties of the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Justice, and other
relevant Federal, State, local, and private
agencies and entities, relating to elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation and other crimes
against elders.
(2) Report

Not later than the date that is 2 years after
March 23, 2010, and every 2 years thereafter,
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the Council shall submit to the Committee on
Finance of the Senate and the Committee on
Ways and Means and the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Represent-
atives a report that—
(A) describes the activities and accom-
plishments of, and challenges faced by—
(i) the Council; and
(ii) the entities represented on the Coun-
cil; and
(B) makes such recommendations for legis-
lation, model laws, or other action as the
Council determines to be appropriate.
(g) Powers of the Council
(1) Information from Federal agencies

Subject to the requirements of section
1397j-1(a) of this title, the Council may secure
directly from any Federal department or agen-
cy such information as the Council considers
necessary to carry out this section. Upon re-
quest of the Chair of the Council, the head of
such department or agency shall furnish such
information to the Council.

(2) Postal services

The Council may use the United States
mails in the same manner and under the same
conditions as other departments and agencies
of the Federal Government.

(h) Travel expenses

The members of the Council shall not receive
compensation for the performance of services for
the Council. The members shall be allowed trav-
el expenses, including per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title
5, while away from their homes or regular places
of business in the performance of services for
the Council. Notwithstanding section 1342 of
title 31, the Secretary may accept the voluntary
and uncompensated services of the members of
the Council.

(i) Detail of Government employees

Any Federal Government employee may be de-
tailed to the Council without reimbursement,
and such detail shall be without interruption or
loss of civil service status or privilege.

(j) Status as permanent Council

Section 1013 of title 5 shall not apply to the
Council.

(k) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section.
(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, §2021, as added
Pub. L. 111-148, title VI, §6703(a)(1)(C), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 786; amended Pub. L. 117-286,
§4(a)(256), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4334.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 117-286 substituted ‘‘Section
1013 of title 5 for ‘‘Section 14 of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (6 U.S.C. App.)”.

§1397k-1. Advisory Board on Elder Abuse, Ne-
glect, and Exploitation
(a) Establishment

There is established a board to be known as
the ‘‘Advisory Board on Elder Abuse, Neglect,
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and Exploitation’ (in this section referred to as
the ‘‘Advisory Board’’) to create short- and long-
term multidisciplinary strategic plans for the
development of the field of elder justice and to
make recommendations to the Elder Justice Co-
ordinating Council established under section
1397k of this title.

(b) Composition

The Advisory Board shall be composed of 27
members appointed by the Secretary from
among members of the general public who are
individuals with experience and expertise in
elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation preven-
tion, detection, treatment, intervention, or
prosecution.

(e) Solicitation of nominations

The Secretary shall publish a notice in the
Federal Register soliciting nominations for the
appointment of members of the Advisory Board
under subsection (b).

(d) Terms
(1) In general

Each member of the Advisory Board shall be
appointed for a term of 3 years, except that, of
the members first appointed—

(A) 9 shall be appointed for a term of 3
years;

(B) 9 shall be appointed for a term of 2
years; and

(C) 9 shall be appointed for a term of 1
year.

(2) Vacancies
(A) In general

Any vacancy on the Advisory Board shall
not affect its powers, but shall be filled in
the same manner as the original appoint-
ment was made.

(B) Filling unexpired term

An individual chosen to fill a vacancy
shall be appointed for the unexpired term of
the member replaced.

(3) Expiration of terms

The term of any member shall not expire be-
fore the date on which the member’s successor
takes office.

(e) Election of officers

The Advisory Board shall elect a Chair and
Vice Chair from among its members. The Advi-
sory Board shall elect its initial Chair and Vice
Chair at its initial meeting.

(f) Duties
(1) Enhance communication on promoting

quality of, and preventing abuse, neglect,
and exploitation in, long-term care

The Advisory Board shall develop collabo-
rative and innovative approaches to improve
the quality of, including preventing abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation in, long-term care.

(2) Collaborative efforts to develop consensus
around the management of certain quality-
related factors

(A) In general

The Advisory Board shall establish multi-
disciplinary panels to address, and develop
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consensus on, subjects relating to improving
the quality of long-term care. At least 1 such
panel shall address, and develop consensus
on, methods for managing resident-to-resi-
dent abuse in long-term care.

(B) Activities conducted

The multidisciplinary panels established
under subparagraph (A) shall examine rel-
evant research and data, identify best prac-
tices with respect to the subject of the
panel, determine the best way to carry out
those best practices in a practical and fea-
sible manner, and determine an effective
manner of distributing information on such
subject.

(3) Report

Not later than the date that is 18 months
after March 23, 2010, and annually thereafter,
the Advisory Board shall prepare and submit
to the Elder Justice Coordinating Council, the
Committee on Finance of the Senate, and the
Committee on Ways and Means and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the House
of Representatives a report containing—

(A) information on the status of Federal,

State, and local public and private elder jus-

tice activities;

(B) recommendations (including rec-
ommended priorities) regarding—
(i) elder justice programs, research,

training, services, practice, enforcement,
and coordination;

(ii) coordination between entities pur-
suing elder justice efforts and those in-
volved in related areas that may inform or
overlap with elder justice efforts, such as
activities to combat violence against
women and child abuse and neglect; and

(iii) activities relating to adult fiduciary
systems, including guardianship and other
fiduciary arrangements;

(C) recommendations for specific modifica-
tions needed in Federal and State laws (in-
cluding regulations) or for programs, re-
search, and training to enhance prevention,
detection, and treatment (including diag-
nosis) of, intervention in (including inves-
tigation of), and prosecution of elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation;

(D) recommendations on methods for the
most effective coordinated national data col-
lection with respect to elder justice, and
elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation; and

(E) recommendations for a multidisci-
plinary strategic plan to guide the effective
and efficient development of the field of
elder justice.

(g) Powers of the Advisory Board
(1) Information from Federal agencies

Subject to the requirements of section
1397j-1(a) of this title, the Advisory Board may
secure directly from any Federal department
or agency such information as the Advisory
Board considers necessary to carry out this
section. Upon request of the Chair of the Advi-
sory Board, the head of such department or
agency shall furnish such information to the
Advisory Board.
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(2) Sharing of data and reports

The Advisory Board may request from any
entity pursuing elder justice activities under
the Elder Justice Act of 2009 or an amendment
made by that Act, any data, reports, or rec-
ommendations generated in connection with
such activities.

(3) Postal services

The Advisory Board may use the United
States mails in the same manner and under
the same conditions as other departments and
agencies of the Federal Government.

(h) Travel expenses

The members of the Advisory Board shall not
receive compensation for the performance of
services for the Advisory Board. The members
shall be allowed travel expenses for up to 4
meetings per year, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title
5, while away from their homes or regular places
of business in the performance of services for
the Advisory Board. Notwithstanding section
1342 of title 31, the Secretary may accept the
voluntary and uncompensated services of the
members of the Advisory Board.

(i) Detail of Government employees

Any Federal Government employee may be de-
tailed to the Advisory Board without reimburse-
ment, and such detail shall be without interrup-
tion or loss of civil service status or privilege.

(j) Status as permanent advisory committee

Section 1013 of title 5 shall not apply to the
advisory board.l
(k) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this section.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, §2022, as added
Pub. L. 111-148, title VI, §6703(a)(1)(C), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 787; amended Pub. L. 117-286,
§4(a)(257), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4334.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Elder Justice Act of 2009, referred to in subsec.
(2)(2), is subtitle H (§§6701-6703) of title VI of Pub. L.
111-148, Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 782. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2010
Amendment note set out under section 1305 of this title
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 117-286 substituted ‘‘Section
1013 of title 5’ for ‘‘Section 14 of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (6 U.S.C. App.)”.

§ 1397k-2. Research protections
(a) Guidelines

The Secretary shall promulgate guidelines to
assist researchers working in the area of elder
abuse, neglect, and exploitation, with issues re-
lating to human subject protections.
(b) Definition of legally authorized representa-

tive for application of regulations

For purposes of the application of subpart A of

part 46 of title 45, Code of Federal Regulations,

180 in original. Probably should be ““Advisory Board™.
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to research conducted under this subpart, the
term ‘‘legally authorized representative’” means,
unless otherwise provided by law, the individual
or judicial or other body authorized under the
applicable law to consent to medical treatment
on behalf of another person.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, §2023, as added
Pub. L. 111-148, title VI, §6703(a)(1)(C), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 789.)

§ 1397k-3. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subpart—
(1) for fiscal year 2011, $6,500,000; and
(2) for each of fiscal years 2012 through 2014,
$7,000,000.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XX, §2024, as added
Pub. L. 111-148, title VI, §6703(a)(1)(C), Mar. 23,
2010, 124 Stat. 790.)

SUBPART B—ELDER ABUSE, NEGLECT, AND
EXPLOITATION FORENSIC CENTERS

§1397l. Establishment and support of elder
abuse, neglect, and exploitation forensic cen-
ters

(a) In general

The Secretary, in consultation with the Attor-
ney General, shall make grants to eligible enti-
ties to establish and operate stationary and mo-
bile forensic centers, to develop forensic exper-
tise regarding, and provide services relating to,
elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

(b) Stationary forensic centers

The Secretary shall make 4 of the grants de-
scribed in subsection (a) to institutions of high-
er education with demonstrated expertise in
forensics or commitment to preventing or treat-
ing elder abuse, neglect, or exploitation, to es-
tablish and operate stationary forensic centers.

(c) Mobile centers

The Secretary shall make 6 of the grants de-
scribed in subsection (a) to appropriate entities
to establish and operate mobile forensic centers.

(d) Authorized activities

(1) Development of forensic markers and meth-
odologies

An eligible entity that receives a grant
under this section shall use funds made avail-
able through the grant to assist in deter-
mining whether abuse, neglect, or exploitation
occurred and whether a crime was committed
and to conduct research to describe and dis-
seminate information on—

(A) forensic markers that indicate a case
in which elder abuse, neglect, or exploi-
tation may have occurred; and

(B) methodologies for determining, in such
a case, when and how health care, emer-
gency service, social and protective services,
and legal service providers should intervene
and when the providers should report the
case to law enforcement authorities.

(2) Development of forensic expertise

An eligible entity that receives a grant
under this section shall use funds made avail-
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